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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 47  *%”

| NTRODUCED BY THOMAS, DENLI NGER, LEDERER, YOUNGBLOOD, CRUZ,
DALEY, HARPER, JOSEPHS, KI RKLAND, WASHI NGTON, WATERS, PRESTON
AND CALTAGQ RONE, JANUARY 25, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
JANUARY 25, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 2, 1956 (1955 P.L.1211, No. 376),
entitled "An act providing for and regulating the |icensing
and practice of practical nursing; inposing duties on the

State Board of Nurse Exam ners; and inposing penalties,"”

further providing for exam nation of applicants and i ssuance

of licenses and for fee and qualifications of applications.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 4 and 5 of the act of March 2, 1956
(1955 P.L.1211, No.376), known as the Practical Nurse Law,
anended Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.423, No.110), are anmended to
read:

Section 4. Exam nation of Applicants; |ssuance of
Li censes. --The board shall tw ce each year and at such ot her
ti mes and under such conditions as shall be provided by its
regul ati ons examne all applicants eligible for exam nation to
determ ne whether they are qualified to be licensed, and shal

authorize the issue to each person passing said exam nation to

the satisfaction of the board a proper certificate setting forth
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t hat such person has been licensed to practice as a |icensed

practical nurse. The exam nation shall be conducted in English

and Spani sh.

Section 5. Fee; Qualifications of Applications.--No
application for licensure as a |icensed practical nurse shall be
consi dered unl ess acconpani ed by a fee determ ned by the board
by regul ation. Every applicant for exam nation as a |icensed
practical nurse shall furnish evidence satisfactory to the board
that he or she is eighteen years of age or over, is a citizen of
the United States or has legally declared intention to becone
such, is of good noral character, has conpleted at |east twelve
years of education with diploma in public, parochial or private
school, or its equivalent as eval uated by the Departnent of
Education; and has satisfactorily conpleted a programin
practical nursing prescribed and approved by the board in a
school, hospital or other educational institution, of not |ess
than fifteen hundred hours and within a period of not |ess than
twel ve nont hs, or has conpl eted a program consi dered by the
board to be equal to that required in this Commonweal th at the

time such programwas conpl eted. No exam nation shall be

requi red for applicants who have conpleted a programin

practical nursing in Puerto Rico that entitles such persons to

be |licensed as a practical nurse in Puerto R co. The board shal

not issue a license or certificate to an applicant who has been
convicted of a felonious act prohibited by the act of April 14,
1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as "The Controlled Substance, Drug,

Devi ce and Cosnetic Act,"” or convicted of a felony relating to a
control |l ed substance in a court of |law of the United States or
any other state, territory or country unl ess:

(1) at least ten (10) years have el apsed fromthe date of
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convi cti on;

(2) the applicant satisfactorily denonstrates to the board
that he has nade significant progress in personal rehabilitation
since the conviction such that licensure of the applicant should
not be expected to create a substantial risk of harmto the
health and safety of patients or the public or a substanti al
risk of further crimnal violations; and

(3) the applicant otherw se satisfies the qualifications
contained in or authorized by this act.

As used in this section the term"convicted" shall include a

j udgnment, an adm ssion of guilt or a plea of nolo contendere. An
applicant's statenment on the application declaring the absence
of a conviction shall be deened satisfactory evidence of the
absence of a conviction, unless the board has sone evidence to
the contrary.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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