SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 219, 623 PRINTER S NO. 1610

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL

Session of
NO. 2 2005

I NTRODUCED BY QUI GLEY, HARPER, ADOLPH, HERSHEY, BUNT, Md LL
CRAHALLA, CORNELL, RUBLEY, E. Z. TAYLOR WATSQON, SCHRODER
FI CHTER, FLICK, GODSHALL, O NEILL, PETRI, WRI GHT, HENNESSEY,
ALLEN, ARGALL, ARMSTRONG BAKER, BALDW N, BARRAR, BASTI AN
BOYD, BROWNE, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, C VERA, DALLY, J. EVANS,
FAI RCH LD, FEESE, FLEAGLE, GANNON, GEI ST, G LLESPIE,
G NG&RI CH GOOD, HARHART, HASAY, HERVAN, H CKERNELL,
M KELLER, KENNEY, KILLION, MAHER, R M LLER, MJSTI O, PYLE
RAYMOND, RElI CHLEY, RGOSS, SATHER, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO,
S. H SMTH STERN, T. STEVENSON, THOVAS, TRUE, YOUNGBLOOD
M COZZI E AND HESS, FEBRUARY 3, 2005

SENATOR M J. VWH TE, ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, | N
SENATE, RE- REPORTED AS AMENDED, APRIL 12, 2005
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AN ACT

Provi ding for subm ssion of a question to the electorate
aut hori zing incurring of indebtedness for the maintenance and
protection of the environnent, open space and farm and
preservation, watershed protection, abandoned m ne
reclamati on, acid mne drai nage renedi ati on and ot her
environmental initiatives.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

TH' S ACT SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE ClI TED AS THE ENVI RONMVENTAL <—
STEWARDSHI P WATERSHED PROTECTI ON ENHANCEMENT AUTHORI ZATI ON ACT.

Section 2. Authorization to incur indebtedness.



Pursuant to the provisions of section 7(a)(3) of Article VIII
of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, the question of incurring
i ndebt edness of up to $860,-606,-6060 $600, 000, 000, in annual
increments not to exceed $315.-000-00606 $100, 000, 000, for the

farm and preservation, watershed protection, abandoned m ne
reclamati on, acid mne drainage renedi ati on and ot her

1

2

3

4

5 nmaintenance and protection of the environnment, open space and
6

7

8 environmental initiatives shall be submtted to the el ectors at
9

t he next—electionfollowngenactrent—ofthis—aet— MIN Cl PAL
10 PRI MARY | N 2005.

11 Section 3. Certification.
12 The Secretary of the Conmmonweal th shall forthwith certify the
13 question to the county boards of elections.

14 Section 4. CQuestion to electorate.

15 The question shall be in substantially the follow ng form

16 Do you favor the—ineurring—of—indebtedness—by AUTHORI ZI NG
17 t he Commonweal t h ef—up—+6-—$800,000,060 TO BORROWN UP TO

18 $600, 000, 000, in annual increments not to exceed

19 $115,006,-6606 $100, 000, 000, for the nmintenance and

20 protection of the environnent, open space and farm and

21 preservation, watershed protection, abandoned m ne

22 reclamati on, acid mne drainage renedi ati on and ot her

23 environnmental initiatives?

24 Section 5. Election procedure.

25 The el ection shall be conducted in accordance with the act of
26 June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsyl vani a

27 Election Code, except—that—anytinmeHmtsfor—advertising

28 EXCEPT THAT:

29 (1) ANY REQUI REMENTS FOR ADVERTI SI NG OR notice rel ated
30 to the question are hereby waived— WAl VED
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(2) THE REQUI REMENT FOR A STATEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
201.1 OF THE ELECTI ON CODE | S HEREBY WAl VED;
(3) ANY AUTHORI TY OF THE SECRETARY OF THE COMVONVEALTH
TO DETERM NE THE FORM OF THE QUESTI ON | S HEREBY ABROGATED,
AND
(4) THE DEADLI NE FOR ALL BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS THROUGHOUT
TH S COMVONWEALTH TO ACCEPT RECEI PT OF AND CANVASS ABSENTEE
BALLOTS PROPERLY CAST BY ABSENT UNI FORMED SERVI CES AND
OVERSEAS VOTERS IS EXTENDED UNTIL 5 P. M EASTERN DAYLI GHT
SAVI NG TI ME TUESDAY, MAY 31, 2005.
Section 6. Use of proceeds.
Proceeds of the borrow ng shall be used as determ ned by the
Ceneral Assenbly by law, for the mai ntenance and protection of
t he environnment, open space and farm and preservation, watershed
protection, abandoned m ne reclamation, acid m ne drainage
remedi ati on and other environnental initiatives.
SECTION 7. DEBT SERVI CE LI M TATI ON. <—
THI S ACT SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED AS AUTHORI ZI NG THE | MPOSI TI ON
OF ANY NEW TAX OR FEE OR PERM TTI NG THE | NCREASE OF ANY EXI STI NG
TAX OR FEE TO REPAY THE BORROW NG AUTHORI ZED BY THE APPROVAL BY
THE ELECTORATE OF THE QUESTI ON SET FORTH I N SECTI ON 4 ( RELATI NG
TO QUESTI ON TO ELECTORATE) .
Section # 8. Effective date. <—

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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