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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 232 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, KITCHEN, TARTAGLI ONE, MUSTO, THOMPSQON,
M VH TE, ERI CKSON, LOGAN, CONTI, O PAKE, PILEGE, D. WH TE
SCHWARTZ, COSTA, WOZNI AK, BRI GHTBI LL, DENT, MOVERY, WAGNER,
BOSCOLA, TOWLI NSON, GREENLEAF, PI PPY, ARMSTRONG, KASUN C
FUMO, RHOADES, RAFFERTY AND LAVALLE, MARCH 31, 2004

| NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, MARCH 31, 2004
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of April 2004 as "Al cohol Awareness Month"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Al cohol is a factor in the four |eading causes of
deat h anong persons between 10 and 24 years of age, which causes
are notor vehicle crashes, unintentional injuries, homcide and
sui ci de; and

WHEREAS, Approximately 9.7 mllion current drinkers in the
United States are between 12 and 20 years of age; and

WHEREAS, Al cohol is the drug nost frequently used by high
school seniors; and

WHEREAS, Young peopl e begin drinking on average at 13.1 years
of age; and

WHEREAS, Young peopl e who begin drinking before they becone
15 years of age are four tinmes nore likely to devel op al cohol
dependence than those who begin drinking at 21 years of age; and

WHEREAS, Al cohol abuse is linked to as nmany as two-thirds of
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all sexual assaults and date rapes of teens and coll ege students
and is a mpjor factor in unprotected sex anong young peopl e,
increasing their risk of contracting H V or other sexually
transmtted di seases; and

WHEREAS, A typical young person in the United States will see
100, 000 beer commercials before he turns 18, which is nore
advertising than for sneakers, gum and jeans; and

VWHEREAS, Federal courts have held that there is a correlation
bet ween al cohol i ¢ beverage advertising and consunption of the
advertised products; and

WHEREAS, An extensive set of research studies supports the
hol di ng of Federal courts that al coholic beverage adverti sing
i nfl uences underage drinking; and

WHEREAS, Thirteen percent of persons between 12 and 17 years
of age have had at | east one serious problemrelated to drinking
in the past year; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate designate the nonth of April 2004
as "Al cohol Awareness Month" in Pennsylvania and call upon al
citizens, parents, governnental agencies, public and private
institutions, hospitals and schools to di scourage underage
consunption of al coholic beverages and support al cohol recovery

prograns throughout this Conmonweal t h.
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