PRINTER S N0 1524

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1081 %5

| NTRODUCED BY PI PPY, WAGNER, TOM.I NSON, WONDERLI NG, O PAKE,
BOSCOLA, ARMSTRONG, ERI CKSQON, STACK, COSTA, TARTAGLI ONE,
LOGAN AND FERLO, APRIL 5, 2004

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, APRIL 5, 2004
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AN ACT
Providing for energency tuition assistance to enpl oyees who were
laid off or termnated due to a terroristic act; and inposing
powers and duties on the Pennsyl vani a Emergency Managenent

Agency.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Displ aced
Workers Tuition and Fees Assistance Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency created by the act of August 7, 1963 (P.L.549, No.290),
referred to as the Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance

Agency Act.

"Conmmunity college.” A public college or technical institute
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whi ch is established and operated under Article Xl X-A of the act
of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School
Code of 1949, and all branches or canpuses of a community
col | ege.

"Enpl oyee.” A resident of this Comonweal t h who:

(1) is or was enployed at a facility or business |ocated
in this Comonweal th or whose enpl oynent was principally

| ocalized in this Commonweal th; and

(2) was laid off or term nated due to the direct or
indirect effects of a terroristic act and not for just cause.

"State-owned institution.”™ An institution which is part of
the State System of Hi gher Education under Article XX-A of the
act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public
School Code of 1949, and all branches and canpuses of a State-
owned institution.

"State-related institution.”™ The Pennsylvania State
Uni versity, the University of Pittsburgh, Tenple University, the
Pennsyl vani a Col | ege of Technol ogy and Lincoln University.

"Terroristic act." An act which:

(1) causes substantial damage to individuals or
property; and
(2) is declared to be a terroristic act by the

Pennsyl vani a Emer gency Managenent Agency on the basis of

targeting of institutions or citizens of the United States or

of this Comonweal t h.

"Tuition and fees."” The instructional charge and any ot her
fee established by the governing board of a community coll ege
for Comonweal th residents attending the conmunity coll ege or
the instructional fee established by the Board of Governors of

the State System of Hi gher Education for Conmonweal th residents
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attending State-owned institutions. The termincludes tuition
and fees set by the respective governing bodies of the State-
rel ated institutions.

Section 3. Assistance for tuition and fees.

(a) Assistance.--Wthin 120 days of the declaration of a
terroristic act, the agency may provide assistance for tuition
and fees to any enpl oyee who was enrolled in a conmunity
coll ege, State-owned institution or State-related institution or
who enrolls in a community coll ege, State-owned institution or
State-related institution.

(b) Amount and duration.--If the agency provi des assistance
pursuant to subsection (a), it shall determ ne the anount and
duration of tuition and fee assistance to be provided; but in no
case may the anount be | ess than 50% nor nore than 100% of the
total amount of tuition and fees an enpl oyee incurs or would
i ncur for the academ c year for which assistance is being
provi ded.

(c) Oher grants.--The agency shall not reduce the anount of
ot her agency grants or aid for which the enpl oyee qualifies on
account of the enployee's eligibility for or receipt of grants
under this act.

Section 10. Appropriation.

The sum of $2, 000,000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a Hi gher
Educati on Assi stance Agency for the fiscal year July 1, 2004, to
June 30, 2005, to carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 11. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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