PRINTER S NO. 1467

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1055 %%

| NTRODUCED BY PI PPY, BOSCOLA, COSTA, SCHWARTZ, M VH TE AND
LEMVOND, MARCH 24, 2004

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, NMARCH 24, 2004
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for
qual i fications of jurors.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 4502 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a

Consol i dated Statutes is anended to read:

§ 4502. (Qualifications of jurors.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Every citizen of this Commonwealth who is

of the required m nimum age for voting for State or |ocal
officials and who resides in the county shall be qualified to

serve as a juror therein unless such citizen:

(1) is unable to read, wite, speak and understand the

Engl i sh | anguage;
(2) is incapable, by reason of nmental or physical
infirmty, to render efficient jury service; or

(3) has been convicted of a crinme punishable by

i mpri sonnment for nore than one year and has not been granted
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a pardon or amesty therefor

(a.1) Renpval of grounds for disqualification.--A person who

has been di squalified under subsection (a)(3) may nmake

application to the court of common pleas of the county where the

princi pal residence of the applicant is situated for renoval of

the grounds for disqualification. The court shall grant such

relief if it determines that all of the foll owi ng applvy:

(1) The conviction was for a nonvi ol ent ni sdeneanor

(2) The applicant has no other m sdenmeanor or fel ony

convi ctions under the |laws of this Conmbnwealth or sinilar

convi cti ons under Federal |law or the | aws of any other state.

(3) A period of ten years, not including any ti ne spent

in incarceration, has el apsed since the applicant's

conviction for the nonvi ol ent m sdeneanor offense.

(4) No other good reason exists to deny the renopval of

the grounds for disqualification.

[(b) Definition.--For purposes of this section, "convicted
of a crinme punishable by inprisonnment for nore than one year"

does] (b) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Convicted of a crine punishable by inprisonnent for nore

t han one year." Does not include a conviction for any offense

under or violation of the fornmer act of May 1, 1929 (P.L. 905,
No. 403), known as The Vehicle Code, or the forner act of Apri
29, 1959 (P.L.58, No.32), known as The Vehicl e Code, which
offense or violation, if it had been commtted after July 1,
1977:

(1) would have been substantially simlar to an offense
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1 currently graded as a summary of fense under 75 Pa.C. S.

2 (relating to vehicles); or

3 (2) would not have been a violation of |aw
4 "Nonvi ol ent m sdeneanor offense.” Includes, but is not
5 limted to, any offense graded as a m sdeneanor that does not:
6 (1) involve an attenpt to put another in fear of bodily
7 infury;

8 (2) result in bodily injury; or
9 (3) involve the use of a firearmor other prohibited
10 of f ensi ve weapon.

11 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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