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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 503 %

| NTRODUCED BY RHOADES, MOWERY, EARLL, PILEGE, LAVALLE
C. WLLIAMS, ERI CKSON, COSTA, WOZN AK AND KASUNI C,
MARCH 17, 2003

SENATOR RHOADES, EDUCATI ON, AS AMENDED, APRIL 22, 2003
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” PROVI DI NG FOR TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE <—
PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON; further providing
for powers and duties of the internediate unit board of
directors; and providing for academ c inprovenent prograns.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14), KNOMWN <—
AS THE PUBLI C SCHOCOL CODE OF 1949, |S AVENDED BY ADDI NG A
SECTI ON TO READ

SECTI ON 115. TECHN CAL ASSI STANCE PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT

OF _EDUCATION.--(A)  WHERE ANY SCHOOL IN A SCHOOL DISTRICT IS

| DENTI FI ED FOR | MPROVENMENT OR CORRECTI VE ACTI ON UNDER SECTI ON

1116(QC) (3) OR (10) OF THE NO CHI LD LEFT BEHI ND ACT OF 2001
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(PUBLIC LAW 107-110, 115 STAT. 1425), THE BOARD OF SCHOOL

DI RECTORS OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT NMAY REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTIMENT

OF_EDUCATI ON PROVI DE TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO CREATE THE SCHOOL

| MVPROVEMVENT PLAN PROVI DED FOR I N SECTION 1116(CQ) (7) OF THE NO

CH LD LEFT BEH ND ACT OF 2001.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO

SCHOOL DI STRI CTS THAT MAKE REQUESTS UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A). SUCH

TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE NMAY | NVOLVE ANY ASSI STANCE THAT NMAY BE

SPECI FI ED IN THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT' S SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT PLAN,

I NCLUDI NG, _BUT NOT LIMTED TO

(1) ANALYSI S OF DATA FROM THE PENNSYLVANI A SYSTEM OF SCHOOL

ASSESSMENT TEST OR ANY OTHER TEST ESTABLI SHED BY THE STATE BOARD

OF EDUCATI ON TO MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON 2603-

B(D) (10) (I).

(2) | DENTI FI CATI ON AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF PROFESSI ONAL

DEVELOPMENT AND | NSTRUCTI ONAL STRATEG ES AND METHODS TO ADDRESS

SPECI FI C I NSTRUCTI ONAL | SSUES THAT CAUSED THE SCHOCOL TO BE

| DENTI FI ED.

(3) ANALYSIS OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT' S BUDGET OR PARTS

THERECF TO ENABLE THE SCHOOL TO MORE EFFECTI VELY ALLOCATE I TS

RESOURCES.

(O INORDER TO FULFILL ITS DUTIES UNDER THI S SECTI ON, THE

DEPARTMENT MAY, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT, ASSI GN

PERSONNEL OR CONTRACT W TH OUTSI DE PROVI DERS TO ENSURE THAT THE

REQUI REMENTS OF SUBSECTI ON (B) ARE MET. THE TECHN CAL ASSI STANCE

PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE MADE

READI LY AVAI LABLE TO ENSURE THAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE

| MPROVEMENT PLAN IS COVPLETED W THI N 90 DAYS OF THE SCHOCL

DI STRI CT' S | DENTI FI CATI ON UNDER SECTI ON 1116(C)(3) OF THE NO

CH LD LEFT BEH ND ACT OF 2001.
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SECTION 2. SECTION 914-A OF THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A
CLAUSE TO READ

Section 914-A. Powers and Duties of the Internediate Unit
Board of Directors.--An internediate unit board of directors

shall have the power and its duty shall be:

* * %

and—admnister (18) TO PROVI DE SUPPORT TO SCHOCOL DI STRI CTS <—

ELI G BLE FOR ACADEM C ASSI STANCE AND COORDI NATE t he academi c

i mprovenent program establi shed under secti on 925-A.

Section 2 3. The act is anmended by adding a section to read: <—
Section 925-A.  Academ c | nprovenent Program--(a) Each

internedi ate unit shall eceerdinate—andadmnister PROVI DE <—

SUPPORT TO AND COORDI NATE an acadeni c i nprovenent program for

any school district assigned to the internediate unit that is

eliqgible for ACADEM C assi stance under subsection (b). The <—

internedi ate unit shall provide technical support and staff

assi stance to an acadeni c i nprovenent team appoi nted under

subsection (c).

(b)Y A school district shall be eligible for academ c

assi stance under this section where:
2t hool i I hool__di ) I : -
) | ) o | I b I I )
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) ) ) | ) (3
{10} of the NoChild lLeft Behind Act—of 2001

= I hool_di ) o ) |

(1) ANY SCHOOL IN THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT HAS NOT MET THE YEARLY <—

TARGET PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON PURSUANT TO

STANDARDS APPROVED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO MEET THE

REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON 2603-B(D) (10) (1) FOR USE I N MEASURI NG

PROGRESS TOMRD ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS UNDER THE NO CHILD LEFT

BEH ND ACT_OF 2001 (PUBLIC LAW107-110, 115 STAT. 1425); OR

(2) THE SCHOOL DI STRICT REQUESTS ACADEM C ASSI STANCE UNDER

this section.

(c) (1) Wthin thirty (30) days of the internediate unit's

recei pt of the list of school districts eligible FOR ACADEM C <—

ASS|I STANCE under subsection (b), an academ c i nprovenent team

shal|l be appointed for each eliqgible school district. Menbers of

the academ c i nprovenent team shall be appoi nted by the

internedi ate unit board of directors and the board of school

directors of the school district eliqgible for acadeni c

assi st ance.

(2) Five (5) nenbers of the academ c i nprovenent team shal

be appointed by the internediate unit board of directors. Such

menbers shall not be enpl oyed by or otherwi se affiliated with

the school district eligible for acaden c assi stance and nay

(i) Internediate unit staff nenbers.

(ii) Teachers EMPLOYED BY SCHOOL DI STRI CTS ASSI GNED TO THE <—

| NTERMVEDI ATE UNI T.

(iii) Admnistrators EMPLOYED BY SCHOOL DI STRI CTS ASSI GNED <—

TO THE | NTERMEDI ATE _UNI T.

(iv) School board nmenbers FROM SCHOOL DI STRI CTS ASSI GNED TO <—
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THE | NTERMEDI ATE UNI T.

(v) Faculty nenbers of coll eges or universities in this

Commpnweal th with particul ar expertise in school inprovenent.

(3) Four (4) nenbers of the academ c i nprovenent team shal

be appoi nted by the board of school directors of the school

district eligible for acadeni c assi stance. Such nmenbers shal

i ncl ude:

(i) A parent of a student enrolled in the school district.

(ii) A teacher enployed by the school district.

(iii) An adm nistrator enpl oyed by the school district.

(iv) A nenber of the board of school directors of the school

district.

(4) The internediate unit board of directors shall select a

chai rman of the acadenic i nprovenent teamfromthe nenbers

appoi nt ed under paragraph (2).

(d) The academi c i nprovenent team shall have the foll ow ng

powers and duti es:

(1) To ereate DESIGN an acadeni c inprovenent plan pursuant
to subsection (e). fer—any sechoolinthe schooldistrietthatis
eli-gi-blefor—academc—assistanceunder—subsection ({1 —or (2}

(2} To have ongeingaccessto school distriet personnel—and
Fnformation—related to-the-academcperfornmance of students—

{3} (2) To provide periodic reports on the inpl enentation of

the academ c i nprovenent plan to the internedi ate unit board of

directors and the board of school directors of the school

district eligible for academ c_assi st ance.
4y To neet-—nottess than-once each nonth to review the (3)
TO MEET PERI ODI CALLY, BUT NOT LESS THAN QUARTERLY TO REVI EW THE

i npl enentati on of the acadeni c i nprovenent pl an.

{5 (4) To seek technical assistance fromthe Departnent of
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Educati on in the design and i npl enentati on of the academ c

i mprovenent pl an.

(e) (1) Wthin thirty (30) days of the appoi ntnent of an

acadeni ¢ i nprovenent team under subsection (c), the acaden c

i nprovenent team shall present an acadeni c i nprovenent plan er

plans to the internediate unit board of directors and the board

of school directors of the school district. for—approvalata
publH-e—reeting— THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF THE SCHOOL

D STRICT SHALL VOTE TO APPROVE OR DI SAPPROVE THE PLAN AT I TS

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED PUBL| C MEETI NG

(2) The academi c i nprovenent plan er—plans shall set forth

specific goals for inproving the acadeni c perfornance of

students in content areas subject to the Pennsyl vani a System of

School Assessnment or any other test established by the State

Board of Education to nmeet the requirenments of section 2603-

B(d)(10) (i) and shall include strategi es desi gned to achi eve
t hose goals. Such strategi es shall include, but nay not be
limted to:

(i) The invol venment of parents in the inprovenent of

acadeni ¢ performance through the devel opnent of home activities

and materials to enhance student | earning.

(ii) Continuing professional educati on options in addition

to options included in the continui ng professi onal education

pl an required under section 1205.1(c.1). Such additi onal options

shall be specific to i nprovenents in the acadeni ¢ performance of

students.

(iii) Cdassroominstructional strateqgies specific to

i nprovenents in the acadeni c performance of students.

(iv) The redesign of curricula specific to i nprovenents in

t he academ c perfornmance of students.

20030S0503B0722 - 6 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(v) Inprovenents in school safety.

(vi) Tutoring prograns for students whose results on the

Pennsyl vani a System of School Assessnent or any other test were

bel ow the | evel of proficiency established by the State Board of

Educati on to neet the requirenents of section 2603-B(d)(10)(i).

(3) The acadenic inprovenent plan shall be effective for—ene <—

1) sehool—vyear VWHERE THE SCHOOL DI STRICT IS ELI G BLE FOR <—

ACADEM C ASSI STANCE UNDER SUBSECTION (B). At the conclusion of

the school year and within fifteen (15) days of the school

district's notification of the results of the school district's

perfornmance on the Pennsyl vani a System of School Assessnent or

any other test established by the State Board of Educati on to

nmeet the requirenents of section 2603-B(d)(10)(i), the academ c

i mprovenent team shall review such results and nake a report to

the internmedi ate unit board of directors and the board of school

directors of the school district eliqgible for acadeni c

assi st ance.

(4) VWhere the ACADEM C | MVPROVEMENT TEAM DETERM NES THAT THE <—

school district continues to be eligible for acadeni ¢ assi st ance

under subsection (b), the acadeni c inprovenent team shal

pr opose any necessary adjustnents to the acadeni c i nprovenent

pl an er—plans to the internediate unit board of directors and <—

the board of school directors of the school district eligible

for academ c assi stance. Such adjustnents shall be subject to

t he approval of theinternrediateunit board of directors—and the <—

board of school directors and shall constitute a new acadenic

i mprovenent pl an.

(5)  Where the ACADEM C | MVPROVEMENT TEAM DETERM NES THAT THE <—

school district is no |longer eliqgible for acadeni ¢ assi st ance

under subsection (b), the acaden c iaproverent—team-shalb- <—
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SHALL TERM NATE. THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS OF THE SCHOOL

DI STRICT ELIGE BLE FOR ACADEM C ASSI STANCE NMAY CONTI NUE TO

| MPLEMENT THE ACADEM C | MPROVEMENT PLAN.

(6) VHERE THE SCHOOL DI STRICT IS SUBSEQUENTLY | DENTI FI ED FOR

FURTHER | MPROVEMENT, THE ACADEM C | MPROVEMENT TEAM SHALL

TERM NATE. A SCHOOL DI STRI CT | DENTI FI ED FOR FURTHER | MPROVENMENT

SHALL MEAN:

(1) A SCHOOL DI STRI CT_CERTI FI ED AS DI STRESSED UNDER SECTI ON

691.

(1) A SCHOOL DI STRI CT _CERTI FI ED AS AN EDUCATI ON ENMPONERVENT

DI STRI CT _UNDER SECTI ONS 1705-B OR 1707-B.

(I11)y A SCHOOL DI STRICT PLACED ON AN EDUCATI ON EMPONERMVENT

LI ST _UNDER SECTI ON 1703-B.

(1V) A SCHOOL DI STRICT I N WHI CH ANY SCHOOL IS | DENTI FI ED FOR

| MPROVEMVENT OR CORRECTI VE ACTI ON UNDER SECTI ON 1116(C)(3) OR

(10) OF THE NO CHI LD LEFT BEHI ND ACT OF 2001.

(f) The Departnent of Education shall:

(1) Annually provide each internediate unit with a |list of

school districts eligible for acadeni c assi stance under

subsection (b) (i) or (ii).

(2) Upon request, provide technical assistance to an

acadeni c i nprovenent team

(3) Establish a clearinghouse of infornation related to

strategies for inproving the acadeni c performance of students

under subsection (e)(2).

(4) Establish and provide conti nui ng professi onal educati on
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courses, prograns, activities or |earni ng experiences under

section 1205.2(f) specific to the classroom strateqgies to

i nprove the academ c perfornance of students in content areas

subj ect to the Pennsyl vani a System of School Assessnent or any

other test established by the State Board of Educati on to neet

the requirenments of section 2603-B(d)(10)(i).
) . ) Y ) lod | (i -
subsectiontoread—

* *x *

(5) DEVELOP AND PROMULGATE BY GUI DELINES, CRITERI A AND <—

PROCEDURES FOR PROVI DI NG FUNDS TO | NTERVEDI ATE UNI TS UNDER THI' S

SECTI ON. APPL| CATI ONS FOR FUNDS SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE

DEPARTMENT FOR APPROVAL. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE ASSI STANCE

TO APPLI CANTS I N THE PREPARATI ON OF APPLI CATI ONS.

(G _ TH'S SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) A SCHOOL DI STRICT CERTI FI ED AS DI STRESSED UNDER SECTI ON

691.
(2) A SCHOOL DI STRICT_CERTI FI ED AS AN EDUCATI ON EMPOVNERVMENT

DI STRI CT _UNDER SECTI ONS 1705-B OR 1707-B.
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(3) A SCHOOL DI STRICT PLACED ON AN EDUCATI ON ENMPONERMENT

LI ST _UNDER SECTI ON 1703-B.

(4) A SCHOOL DISTRICT I N WHI CH ANY SCHOCL | S | DENTI FI ED FOR

(10) OF THE NO CH LD LEFT BEHI ND ACT OF 2001.

1
2
3
4 | MPROVEMENT OR CORRECTI VE ACTI ON UNDER SECTION 1116(CQC) (3) OR
5
6

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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