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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 333 *%n”

| NTRODUCED BY LOGAN, WAGNER, LAVALLE, KITCHEN, KASUNI C, ORI E
STQUT, ERI CKSON, COSTA, RHOADES, KUKOVI CH, O PAKE, BOSCCOLA
AND C. WLLI AVS5, FEBRUARY 18, 2003

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 18, 2003
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing and funding a grant program for volunteer fire
conmpani es, vol unteer anbul ance services, water and vehicle
rescue squads and municipal fire departnents; and neking
appropri ations.
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13 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
14 hereby enacts as foll ows:

15 CHAPTER 1

16 PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS

17 Section 101. Short title.

18 This act shall be known and may be cited as the Fire and
19 Energency Services Annual Gant Act.
20 Section 2. Definitions.
21 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
22 have the meanings given to themin this section unless the
23 context clearly indicates otherw se:
24 "Advanced |ife support.” The term shall have the neaning
25 givento it in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45), known
26 as the Energency Medical Services Act.
27 "Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent Agency.
28 "Basic |ife support services." The termshall have the
29 neaning givento it in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45),

30 known as the Enmergency Medical Services Act.
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"Conmi ssioner." The State Fire Conm ssioner.

"Facility."” A structure or portion thereof intended for the
pur pose of storage or protection of firefighting apparatus,
anbul ances and rescue vehicles and rel ated equi prent and gear.
The term does not include neeting halls, social halls, social
roons, |ounges or any other facility not directly related to
firefighting or the furnishing of anbul ance or rescue services.

"Fiscal year." One full year beginning on July 1 and endi ng
on June 30 of the next cal endar year.

"Grant program"” The Fire and Energency Services Annual
Grant Program and any of its conponent parts, including the
Annual Vol unteer Fire Conpany G ant Program established under
Chapter 3, the Annual Vol unteer Anmbul ance and Rescue Services
Grant Program establi shed under Chapter 5, and the Annual
Muni ci pal Fire Departnment G ant Program established under
Chapter 7.

“Invalid coach.” The termshall have the nmeaning given to it
in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45), known as the
Emer gency Medi cal Services Act.

“Municipal fire departnment.” Any departnment of a
muni ci pality consisting of firefighters or support staff who are
enpl oyees of the nmunicipality and whose primary purpose is to
engage in fire protection, firefighting or necessary support
services in that nunicipality. This termincludes a vol unteer
fire conpany that may enpl oy one or nore firefighters or other
per sonnel .

"Vol unt eer anbul ance service."” Any nonprofit chartered
corporation, association or organization located in this
Commonweal th which is licensed by the Departnment of Health and

is not associated or affiliated with a hospital and which is
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regul arly engaged in the provision of emergency nedi cal
services, including basic |life support or advanced |ife support
services and the transportation of patients. The term does not

i ncl ude any corporation, association or organization that is
primarily engaged in the operation of invalid coaches which are
intended for the routine transport of persons who are

conval escent or otherw se nonanbul atory and do not ordinarily
require energency nedical treatnent while in transit.

"Vol unteer fire conpany.” A nonprofit chartered corporation
associ ation or organi zation located in this Commonweal th whi ch
provides fire protection or rescue services and which may offer
ot her voluntary enmergency services within this Conmonweal t h.

Vol untary energency services provided by a volunteer fire
conpany may include voluntary anmbul ance and vol untary rescue
servi ces.

"Water or vehicle rescue conpany.”™ A nonprofit chartered
corporation, association or organization that provides rescue
services as part of the response to fires or accidents involving
vehi cles or occurring in a body of water.

CHAPTER 3
ANNUAL VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY GRANT PROGRAM
Section 301. Establishnent.

The Annual Vol unteer Fire Conpany Grant Programis hereby
established and shall be adnmi nistered by the agency in
consultation with the comm ssioner. Gants provided under this
program shall be used to continually inprove and enhance the
capabilities of the volunteer fire conpany to provide
firefighting, anbul ance and rescue services.

Section 302. Cuidelines and procedures.

The agency, in consultation with the conmm ssioner, shal
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devel op gui delines, procedures and all applications necessary to
i npl enent the annual grant program The agency shall submt the
gui del i nes, procedures and applications to the Legislative

Ref erence Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin
within 30 days after the effective date of this act.

Section 303. Award of grants.

(a) Authorization.--The agency is hereby authorized to make
annual grant awards to each eligible volunteer fire conpany, to
be used for the follow ng:

(1) Construction or renovation of the fire conpany's
facility and purchase or repair of fixtures, furnishings,
of fi ce equi pnent and support services necessary to maintain
or inprove the capability of the conpany to provide
firefighting, anbul ance and rescue services.

(2) Purchase or repair of equipnment used to provide
firefighting, anbul ance or rescue services.

(3) Retirenment or reduction of debt accumnul ated through
the construction or renovation of facilities, purchase or
repair of fixtures, furnishings, office equi pment and support
services or the purchase or repair of equipnent.

(4) Reasonable costs associated with training or
certification of nenbers.

(b) Eigibility and linmts.--

(1) To receive grant funds under this act, a volunteer
fire conmpany shall have actively responded to one or nore
fire or rescue energencies since July 1, 2002, and mnust sign
an agreenent to actively participate in the Pennsylvania Fire
I nformati on Reporting System adm ni stered by the agency.

(2) No volunteer fire conpany shall be eligible for nore

t han one grant award per each fiscal year
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(3) Al grant awards shall be equitable, except as
provi ded under section 304(a) and made upon a pro rata basis
if the total dollar anmount of approved applications exceeds

t he anmpunt of funds all ocated under section 901.

1

2

3

4

5 (c) Application.--
6 (1) The agency shall provide applications and a program
7 summary for grants under this act to the fire chief and

8 presi dent of every volunteer fire conpany in this

9

Commonweal th on or before July 31 of each fiscal year. The

10 program sumary shall include, but not be limted to:

11 (i) Limtations on the use of grants.

12 (ii) Eigibility criteria.

13 (ti1) Amount of funding available for the current

14 fiscal year.

15 (iv) Nunmber of grants awarded during the previous

16 fiscal year.

17 (v) Total amount of grants awarded during the

18 previous fiscal year.

19 (2) Volunteer fire conpani es seeking grants under this
20 act shall submt conpleted applications to the agency on or
21 before Cctober 1 of each fiscal year.

22 (d) Agency action.--The agency shall act to approve or

23 disapprove the application by Decenber 1 of each fiscal year.

24 Applications which have not been approved or di sapproved by the
25 agency by Decenber 1 shall be deened approved.

26 Section 304. Consolidation.

27 (a) Financial incentives.--1f, after the effective date of
28 this act, two or nore volunteer fire conpanies consolidate their
29 wuse of facilities, equipnment, firefighters and services, the

30 consolidated entity may, upon notification of the agency, be
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eligible for:

(1) Reduction of the interest rate payable on any
out standi ng princi pal bal ance owed, as of the date of
consolidation, by any or all of the consolidating conpanies
to the Vol unteer Conpanies Loan Fund for | oans nade under the
act of July 15, 1976 (P.L.1036, No.208), known as the
Vol unt eer Fire Conpany, Anmbul ance Service and Rescue Squad
Assi stance Act. The reduction in the interest rate payable
shall be from2%to 1% Upon receipt of such notification
t he agency, in conjunction with the State Fire Comm ssi oner,
shall determne and verify that the consolidated entity is in
fact a bona fide consolidated volunteer fire conpany. If the
agency determ nes that the consolidated entity is a bona fide
consol i dated volunteer fire conpany, it shall reduce the
interest rate payable on any outstandi ng principal bal ance
owed to the Vol unteer Conpani es Loan Fund for | oans made
under the Vol unteer Fire Conpany, Anbul ance Service and
Rescue Squad Assi stance Act, for which the consolidating
conpani es or the consolidated entity may be individually or
jointly responsible.

(2) A grant award equal to the total anmount each
vol unteer fire conpany from which the consolidated entity was
created woul d have been eligible to receive as though it had
not consolidated, for a period of five years after the date
of consolidation.

(b) Regulatory authority.--The agency may pronul gate such

rul es and regul ati ons as may be necessary to carry out the

provi sions of this section.

CHAPTER 5
ANNUAL VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE AND RESCUE
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SERVI CES GRANT PROGRAM
Section 501. Establishnent.

The Annual Vol unteer Anbul ance and Rescue Services G ant
Programis hereby established and shall be adm nistered by the
agency. Grants provided under this programshall be used to
continually inprove and enhance the capabilities of the
vol unt eer anbul ance and rescue services to provi de anbul ance,
energency nedi cal, basic and advanced |ife support and general
rescue services.

Section 502. Cuidelines and procedures.

The agency shall devel op gui delines, procedures and al
appl i cations necessary to inplenment the annual grant program
The agency shall submt the guidelines, procedures and
applications to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication
in the Pennsylvania Bulletin within 30 days after the effective
date of this act.

Section 503. Award of grants.

(a) Authorization.--The agency is hereby authorized to make
annual grant awards to each eligible volunteer anbul ance service
and water or vehicle rescue conpany for the follow ng:

(1) Construction or renovation of the vol unteer

anbul ance service's facilities and purchase or repair of

fixtures, furnishings, office equi pment and support services

necessary to maintain or inprove the capability of the

anbul ance service to provide anbul ance, energency nedi cal,

basi ¢ and advanced |ife support and general rescue services.

(2) Purchase or repair of anmbul ance or rescue equi prent.
(3) Retirenment or reduction of debt accumnul ated through
the construction or renovation of facilities, purchase or

repair of fixtures, furnishings, office equi pment and support
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1 services or the purchase or repair of equipnent.

2 (4) Reasonable costs associated with training and

3 certification of nmenbers.

4 (b) Eligibility and limts.--

5 (1) To receive grant funds under this act, a volunteer
6 anbul ance service or a water or vehicle rescue conpany shal
7 have actively responded to one or nore energency nedi cal

8 situations or water or vehicle rescue energencies since July
9 1, 2001.

10 (2) No volunteer anbul ance service or water or vehicle
11 rescue conpany shall be eligible for nore than one grant

12 award per each fiscal year.

13 (3) Al grant awards shall be equitable and nade upon a
14 pro rata basis if the total dollar anount of approved

15 appl i cations exceeds the anmount of funds allocated under

16 section 902.

17 (c) Application.--

18 (1) The agency shall provide applications and a program
19 summary for grants under this act to the fire chief and
20 presi dent of every vol unteer anbul ance service and water or
21 vehi cl e rescue conpany in this Comonwealth on or before July
22 31 of each fiscal year. The program sunmary shal |l incl ude,
23 but not be limted to:
24 (i) Limtations on the use of grants.
25 (ii) Eigibility criteria.
26 (ti1) Amount of funding available for the current
27 fiscal year.
28 (iv) Nunmber of grants awarded during the previous
29 fiscal year.
30 (v) Total armount of grants awarded during the
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previ ous fiscal year.

(2) Vol unteer anbul ance services and water or vehicle
rescue conpani es seeking grants under this act shall submt
conpl eted applications to the agency on or before Cctober 1
of each fiscal year.

(d) Agency action.--The agency shall act to approve or
di sapprove the application by Decenber 1 of each fiscal year.
Appl i cati ons which have not been approved or di sapproved by the
agency by Decenber 1 shall be deemed approved.

CHAPTER 7
ANNUAL MUNI Cl PAL FI RE DEPARTMENT GRANT PROGRAM
Section 701. Establishnent.

The Annual Muinicipal Fire Departnent G ant Programis hereby
established and shall be adnmi nistered by the agency in
consultation with the comm ssioner. Gants provided under this
program shall be used to continually inprove and enhance the
capabilities of the municipal fire departnents to provide
firefighting and fire protection services.

Section 702. Cuidelines and procedures.

The agency, in consultation with the comm ssioner, shal
devel op gui delines, procedures and all applications necessary to
i npl enent the annual grant program The agency shall submt the
gui del i nes, procedures and applications to the Legislative
Ref erence Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin
within 30 days after the effective date of this act.

Section 703. Award of grants.

(a) Authorization.--The agency is hereby authorized to make
annual grant awards to each eligible municipal fire departnent
to be used for the follow ng:

(1) Construction or renovation of municipal fire
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departnent facilities and purchase or repair of fixtures,
furni shings, office equipnent and support services necessary
to maintain or inprove the capability of the conpany to
provi de firefighting, anbul ance and rescue services.

(2) Purchase or repair of equiprment used to provide
firefighting, anbul ance or rescue services.

(3) Retirenment or reduction of debt accumnul ated through
the construction or renovation of facilities, purchase or
repair of fixtures, furnishings, office equi pment and support
services or the purchase or repair of equipnent.

(4) Reasonable costs associated with training or
certification of nmenbers.

(b) Eligibility and limts.--

(1) To receive grant funds under this act, a munici pal
fire departnment shall have actively responded to one or nore
fire or rescue enmergencies since July 1, 2002.

(2) No municipal fire departnent shall be eligible for
nore than one grant award per each fiscal year.

(3) Al grant awards shall be equitable and nade upon a
pro rata basis if the total dollar anount of approved
appl i cati ons exceeds the amount of funds allocated in section
903.

(c) Application.--

(1) The agency shall provide applications and a program
summary for grants under this act to the chief of every
muni ci pal fire departnment in this Comonwealth on or before
July 31 of each fiscal year. The program sunmary shal
include, but not be limted to:

(i) Limtations on the use of grants.

(ii) Eigibility criteria.
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(ti1) Amount of funding available for the current
fiscal year.

(iv) Nunmber of grants awarded during the previous
fiscal year.

(v) Total armount of grants awarded during the

previ ous fiscal year.

(2) Minicipal fire departnments seeking grants under this
act shall submt conpleted applications to the agency on or
before Cctober 1 of each fiscal year.

(d) Agency action.--The agency shall act to approve or
di sapprove the application by Decenber 1 of each fiscal year.
Appl i cations which have not been approved or di sapproved by the
agency by Decenber 1 shall be deenmed approved.

CHAPTER 9
GRANT FUNDI NG PROVI SI ONS

Section 901. Annual Volunteer Fire Conpany Grant Program

The sum of $38, 500,000, or as nuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a Ener gency
Managenent Agency for the current fiscal year for the purpose of
maki ng grants to eligible volunteer fire conpani es under Chapter
3. The General Assenbly shall annually include in the
appropriation to the Pennsylvani a Emergency Managenent Agency in
the General Appropriation Act an appropriation fromthe General
Fund in an anmount sufficient to make grants pursuant to Chapter
3.
Section 902. Annual Vol unteer Anmbul ance and Rescue Services

Grant Program

The sum of $5, 000, 000, or as much thereof as may be

necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a Ener gency

Managenent Agency for the current fiscal year for the purpose of

20030S0333B0349 - 12 -



1 making grants to eligible volunteer anbul ance services and water
2 or vehicle rescue conpani es under Chapter 5. The Ceneral

3 Assenbly shall annually include in the appropriation to the

4 Pennsyl vani a Energency Managenent Agency in the General

5 Appropriation Act an appropriation fromthe General Fund in an
6 amount sufficient to make grants under Chapter 5.

7 Section 903. Annual Minicipal Fire Departnent G ant Program

8 The sum of $1, 500,000, or as much thereof as may be

9 necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a Energency
10 Managenent Agency for the current fiscal year for the purpose of
11 nmaking grants to eligible volunteer fire conpani es under Chapter
12 7. The General Assenbly shall annually include in the

13 appropriation to the Pennsyl vani a Enmer gency Managenent Agency in
14 the General Appropriation Act an appropriation fromthe Ceneral
15 Fund in an amount sufficient to make grants under Chapter 7.

16 Section 904. Agency funding.

17 The sum of $100, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary,
18 is hereby appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a Energency Managenent
19 Agency for the current fiscal year for expenses or costs
20 incurred by the agency for the adm nistration of the grant
21 prograns authorized under Chapters 3, 5 and 7.
22 CHAPTER 11
23 M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS
24 Section 1101. Effective date.
25 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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