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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 847 %5

| NTRODUCED BY LEW S, ALLEN, ARGALL, BALDW N, BEBKO- JONES,
BENNI NGHOFF, Bl SHOP, BUNT, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, CLYMER, COLENMAN
CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA, CREI GHTON, CRUZ, DeVEESE, Di G ROLAMO,
DONATUCCI, J. EVANS, FAI RCH LD, FEESE, FLEAGLE, FORCI ER
GABI G GEI ST, GEORGE, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOOD, GRUCELA,
HARHAI , HENNESSEY, HERVAN, HERSHEY, HI CKERNELL, HORSEY,
JAMES, KELLER, KOTIK, LAUGHLIN, LEDERER, LEH, LESCOVI TZ,
MAJOR, MARKOSEK, MARSI CO, Mcd LL, S. MLLER MJSTI O PALLONE,
PAYNE, READSHAW REI CHLEY, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATQ
SANTONI, SATHER, SCAVELLO, SHANER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY
E. Z. TAYLOR, TRUE, WASHI NGTQON, WOINAROSKI, DeLUCA, FI CHTER,
KILLION, PICKETT AND TURZAI, SEPTEMBER 28, 2004

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
SEPTEMBER 28, 2004
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the nmonth of October 2004 as "Polio Survivor Mnth"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, There are an estimated 1.6 mllion polio survivors
in the United States today, of whomat |east half may be
experienci ng new nedi cal problens; and

WHEREAS, At |east 70% of paralytic and 40% of nonparal ytic
polio survivors are devel opi ng post-polio sequel ae (PPS),
unexpected and often disabling synptons, including overwhel m ng
fatigue, nuscle weakness, nmuscle and joint pain, sleep
di sorders, heightened sensitivity to anesthesia, cold and pain
and difficulty swallowi ng and breathing, that occur decades

after the poliovirus attack; and
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WHEREAS, PPS can be treated if polio survivors are taught to
conserve energy, to stop abusing poliovirus-damaged neurons,
nmuscl es and joints and to use assistive devices; and

WHEREAS, Through a letter and public awareness canpaign, the
I nternational Post-Polio Task Force plans to encourage citizens
to | obby Congress, state |legislatures and health care regulatory
agencies to initiate the follow ng benefits for PPS sufferers:

(1) Adjustabl e-hei ght, wheel ed, anbul ance-type
stretchers that allow for transfers from wheelchairs to
exam ning tables in doctors' offices, hospitals and
di agnostic centers.

(2) Medicare-funded power wheel chairs for anbul atory PPS
sufferers who will becone progressively weaker in upper body
nmuscl es by pushi ng manual wheel chairs;

and

WHEREAS, The year 2004 is the 52nd anni versary of the nost
devastating polio epidemic in the United States, which affected
nearly 60, 000 peopl e; and

WHEREAS, The task force endeavors to provide accurate
i nformati on about PPS and pronote research into its cause and
cure; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the

nmont h of Oct ober 2004 as "Polio Survivor Mnth" in Pennsyl vani a.
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