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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 795 50

| NTRODUCED BY WANSACZ, BASTI AN, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI
BROMWNE, CORRI GAN, CURRY, DALEY, DeWEESE, FABRI ZI O, RAYMOND,
FLEAGLE, GEORGE, GERGELY, GOOD, GOCDVAN, HERVAN, JAMES,
KOTI K, LAUGHLI N, LEACH, MARKGOSEK, PETRARCA, READSHAW REED
SCRI MENTI, SHANER, Tl GUE, TRAVAG.I O, WALKO, WASHI NGTON,
WOINARCSKI AND YUDI CHAK, JUNE 16, 2004

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON FI NANCE, JUNE 16, 2004
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to study
the feasibility of providing State prem um assi stance to
surviving spouses of State Enpl oyees' Retirenment System
menbers who participated in the Retired Enpl oyee Health

Program t hrough the Pennsyl vani a Enpl oyees Benefit Trust

Fund.

WHEREAS, State Enpl oyees' Retirenment System nenbers who are
eligible to participate in the Retired Enpl oyee Health Pl an
(REHP) through the Pennsyl vani a Enpl oyees Benefit Trust Fund
receive fully State-subsidized or partially State-subsidized
heal th i nsurance for thensel ves and their dependents; and

WHEREAS, Wil e surviving spouses may elect to continue their
heal t h i nsurance coverage on the death of the State Enpl oyees’
Retirement System nenber under section 529 of The Admi nistrative
Code of 1929, they are no longer eligible for State prem um
assi stance; and

WHEREAS, The average annual prem um under the REHP can be as
hi gh as $683 a nonth; and
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WHEREAS, Prem uns for the REHP are subject to annual rate
i ncreases and are expected to rise each year; and

WHEREAS, The sudden | oss of assistance in paying health
i nsurance prem uns can have a devastating inpact on the ability
of surviving spouses to pay their premuns, particularly if they
have fixed or limted incones; and

WHEREAS, Health insurance coverage is critical to ensuring
access to nedical care and nmintaining the physical and
financial well-being of famlies; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Legi sl ati ve Budget and Fi nance Conmmittee to exam ne the
feasibility of providing State prem um assi stance to surviving
spouses of State Enpl oyees' Retirenent System nenbers who
participated in the Retired Enpl oyee Health Programthrough the
Pennsyl vani a Enpl oyees Benefit Trust Fund; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
exam ne the practicability of providing prem um assistance to
surviving spouses that is equal in anbunt to the prem um
assi stance provided while the State Enpl oyees' Retirement System
menber was alive; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
report its findings and recommendati ons to the House of
Representatives no later than three nonths follow ng the

adoption of this resolution.
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