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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 636 %5
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MARCH 24, 2004

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MARCH 24, 2004
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng May 15, 2004, as "Major Ceneral Jessica L. Wight
Day" in Pennsylvani a.

WHEREAS, Maj or General Jessica L. Wight was named the 50th
Adj ut ant CGeneral and Commander of the Pennsyl vani a Nati onal
GQuard February 3, 2004, and was sworn in by Governor Edward G
Rendel | on March 5, 2004; and

WHEREAS, In this cabinet position, General Wight is
responsi bl e for command, control and supervision of all Ar and

Arny National Guard units allocated to the Commonweal th, six



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

St at e-owned veterans' hones, the Scotland School for Veterans'
Chil dren and prograns for Pennsylvania's 1.3 mllion veterans;
and

WHEREAS, Ceneral Wight was born in Monessen and began her
mlitary career as an enlistee in the Pennsylvania Arny Nati onal
GQuard in 1975, after graduating from Al derson Broaddus Col | ege
with a bachelor's degree in social work; and

WHEREAS, Ceneral Wight holds a master's degree in managenent
from Wbster University in St. Louis; and

WHEREAS, After conpletion of the Information Speciali st
Course at Fort Benjam n Harrison, Indiana, General Wi ght
attended the Wonen's Arny Corps O ficer Orientation/ Oficer
Candi dat e School at Fort MCellan, Al abama, and the Adjutant
CGeneral Basic Course at Fort Benjam n Harrison; and

WHEREAS, In 1978 General Wight attended the Oficers Rotary
Wng Aviator Course at Fort Rucker, Al abama, and becane the
first female Arny aviator in the Arny National Guard; and

WHEREAS, Ceneral Wight is also a graduate of the CH 47
Aviator Qualification Course, CH 54 Aviator Qualification
Course, Medical Service Corps Oficer Advanced Course, Comand
and Ceneral Staff College, Arny Managenent Staff Coll ege and
Arny War College MIlitary Fellowship at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies in Washington, D.C ; and

WHEREAS, Ceneral Wi ght began her service as a nenber of the
Headquarters and Headquarters Detachnment, Pennsylvania Arny
National CGuard in 1975; and

WHEREAS, Upon conpletion of flight school, General Wi ght
j oined the 228th Aviation Conmpany as a UH 1 and CH 47 pilot, and
she was | ater appointed Adjutant of the 28th Aviation Battalion;

and
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WHEREAS, |In 1982 General Wight joined the 1028th
Transportati on Conpany (Heavy Helicopter) as the flight
operations platoon comrander, and in 1983 she joined the Eastern
Arny National Guard Aviation Training Site, where she served as
t he assistant operations and training officer and flight
operations officer; and

WHEREAS, After transferring to the Georgia Arnmy Nati onal
GQuard in 1985, Ceneral Wight joined the 1160th Transportati on
Conpany (Heavy Helicopter), where she served as the flight
operations pl atoon comrander; and

WHEREAS, Ceneral Wight joined the Title 10 Active Guard and
Reserve programin 1986 and was assi gned as an assi st ant
professor of mlitary science at Georgia Southern Coll ege,

St at esboro; and

WHEREAS, In 1989 General Wight was reassigned to
Headquarters, National Guard Bureau, where she served as
personnel staff officer, executive officer and chief of the
budget and services branch, chief of the tours managenent office
of the Army National Guard Personnel Directorate and chief,
personnel service division of the Arny National Guard Personnel
Directorate; and

WHEREAS, Ceneral Wight also served as commander, 28th
Avi ation Brigade, 28th Infantry D vision (Mchanized) based at
Fort Indiantown Gap from June 1997 through Novenber 1998, being
the first femal e maneuver brigade commander in the Arny; and

WHEREAS, Prior to attaining the rank of Deputy Adjutant
General - Arny, General Wight served as the State Army Aviation
Oficer; and

WHEREAS, Ceneral Wight was pronoted to her current rank on
March 5, 2004; and
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WHEREAS, Ceneral Wight's awards and decorations include the
Legion of Merit with oak |leaf cluster, Meritorious Service
Medal , Arny Comendati on Medal, Arny Achi evenent Medal, Arny
Reserve Conmponent Achi evenent Medal, National Defense Service
Medal and Arnmed Forces Reserve Medal; and

WHEREAS, Ceneral Wight is a Senior Arny Aviator, a recipient
of the Arnmy Staff Ildentification Badge, the Order of St.

M chael, the Order of St. Joan de Arc and the ATHENA Award and a
menber of the ATHENA Foundati on board of directors; and

WHEREAS, Ceneral Wight, who received Federal recognition
with the rank of Brigadier CGeneral on June 7, 2001, is the first
femal e general officer in the Pennsylvania National Guard; and

WHEREAS, Ceneral Wight is married to retired Arny Lieutenant
Col onel Charles E. Wight and has one son; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives honor the
Commonweal th's 50t h Adj utant General and Commander of the
Pennsyl vani a National Guard by designating May 15, 2004, as
"“Maj or General Jessica L. Wight Day" in Pennsyl vani a.
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