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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 331 %

| NTRODUCED BY CRAHALLA, THOVAS, BAKER, BARD, BEBKO- JONES,
Bl ANCUCCI, BROWNE, CAPPELLI, CRUZ, DALLY, DeWEESE, FABRI ZI O,
FI CHTER, GOODVAN, HARPER, HARRI S, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HORSEY,
JOSEPHS, KELLER, LEVDANSKY, MANN, MARKCSEK, M GEEHAN,
R MLLER, MYERS, READSHAW REI CHLEY, RUBLEY, SATHER,
E. Z. TAYLOR TIGUE, VANCE, WASHI NGTON, WATSON AND
YOUNGBLOOD, JUNE 24, 2003

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JUNE 24, 2003
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON

Reconmendi ng to Congress that the cap on the Federal Crine

Victims Fund be elimnated and that the entire anount of

funds deposited into the fund be distributed annually.

VWHEREAS, The Victinms of Crinme Act of 1984 established the
Crinme Victinms Fund which is one of the main sources of noney and
support for crinme victins and crinme victins services; and

WHEREAS, The Crinme Victins Fund provides funding for formula
grants to states for victimconpensation and victim assi stance
and for Federal discretionary grants, in addition to earmarks
for Federal victimassistance within the United States
Attorneys' Ofices, FBI and VictimNotification System and the
Children's Justice Act; and

WHEREAS, State conpensation prograns pay directly for nedical

care, counseling, |ost wages and funerals for victins of

donestic violence, child abuse, rape and hom ci de; and
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WHEREAS, State assistance prograns provide services,
including crisis intervention, counseling, energency shelter,
child care and energency transportation; and

WHEREAS, Discretionary grants awarded to organi zati ons fund
denonstration projects, training and ot her assistance to expand
and i nprove the delivery of services to crine victins; and

WHEREAS, The Crinme Victins Fund consists of noneys coll ected
fromcrimnal fines, forfeited bail bonds, penalty fees and
speci al assessnents collected by the United States Attorneys'
Ofices, the United States courts and the Bureau of Prisons and
does not rely on any tax-generated revenues; and

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States has placed a
budgetary cap on the fund for four successive years, thereby
hol di ng back nore than $638, 500, 000 col |l ected for the fund; and

WHEREAS, The exi stence of the cap in conbination with changes
in the distribution forrmula anong the three categories of state
conpensati on prograns, state victim assistance prograns and
Federal discretionary prograns as well as changes in the
earmarks has resulted in a reduction of funds for State victim
assi stance prograns; and

WHEREAS, The states may utilize conpensation grants and
vi cti m assi stance grants over a four-year period, thus enabling
themto plan and nmanage the distribution of funds over tine;
therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the House of
Representati ves of the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vania recomend to
Congress that the cap on the Federal Crime Victinms Fund be
elimnated and that the entire anount of funds deposited into
the fund be distributed annually; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Chief Clerk of the House of
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Representatives transmt copies of this resolution to the
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the
President pro tenpore of the United States Senate, the
Pennsyl vani a Congr essi onal Del egati on, the Pennsylvania Crine

Victi m Advocate and the Presidential Comm ssion on Crine and
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Del i nquency.

FOL82DMS/ 20030H0331R2168 - 3 -



