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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 17  >%a”

I NTRODUCED BY THOMAS, WASHI NGTQN, PRESTON, MYERS, YOUNGBLOCD
WATERS, ROEBUCK, JAMES, J. EVANS, CRUZ, BI SHOP, BAKER
BALDW N, BARD, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BUNT,
CAPPELLI, CAWEY, CLYMER, COLEMAN, CORRI GAN, COY, CRAHALLA,
CREI GHTON, CURRY, DALEY, DeLUCA, DeWEESE, DONATUCCI, EACHUS,
FAI RCH LD, FEESE, FLEAGLE, FORCI ER, CEI ST, G LLESPIE
GOCDVAN, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, HERMAN, HERSHEY, HESS,

HUTCHI NSON, KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, LEACH, LEDERER, LEW S,
MANDERI NO, MANN, MARKCSEK, MGEEHAN, M| LHATTAN, M:NAUGHTON,
MELI O, MUNDY, READSHAW ROBERTS, ROSS, RUBLEY, SANTON,
SATHER, SAYLOR, SCHRODER, SHANER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STABACK
STURLA, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, TIGUE, TRAVAG.I O, TRUE
WATSON AND WOJNAROSKI , JANUARY 29, 2003

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JANUARY 29, 2003
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A RESCLUTI ON

Decl ari ng February 2003 as "Bl ack Hi story Month" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Qur Conmonweal th and our country are filled with
citizens of many backgrounds and interests who have influenced
us through their devotion to the arts, the sciences, nusic,
education, business, politics and other worthy disciplines; and

WHEREAS, As we endeavor to pronote diversity in our
comunities, we nust provide the opportunity to |l earn and
understand the heritage of all Americans; and

WHEREAS, Qur Conmonweal th and our entire nation are rapidly
becom ng nultiethnic, multiracial and nulticultural,

necessitating a greater understanding of the traditions and
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cul tures of individual groups in order to maintain peace and
harnony in our society; and

WHEREAS, African Americans have, throughout our country's
hi story, nade it possible for us to nove closer to the ideals on
whi ch America was founded: that all people are created equal and
it shall be the duty of our country to respect and protect their
i nal i enable rights; and

WHEREAS, During "Black Hi story Month,” we will observe the
wor k of such notivating and enlightening individuals as Phillis
Wheat | ey, Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass, Ida B. Wlls,
WE.B. Du Bois, Martin Luther King, Jr., Booker T. Washi ngton
and all who have worked to advance civil rights for every
i ndi vidual in America and around the world; and

WHEREAS, Several African Anerican | eaders in the Phil adel phia
area died | ast year and anong them are: Father Paul Washi ngton,
Past or Emeritus, Church of the Advocate and founder of Advocate
Communi ty Devel opment Corp.; Onah Wel don, a longtine |abor
| eader in the Phil adel phia Federation of Teachers and president
of Political Congress of Black Wnen of the Phil adel phia
Chapter; Sarah Potter-Smth, an Associate M nister of Mther
Zoar United Methodi st Church and graduate of Tenple University
at the age of 89 years; and G over Washington, a jazz nusician;
and

WHEREAS, African Anmericans have provided our nation a nyriad
nunber of acconplishnents and a steadfastness in the face of
practically insurnmountabl e odds that have enhanced the cul tural
fabric of our country; and

WHEREAS, The cowardly acts of racism racial hatred and
intol erance could be | essened with an increased awareness of the

important role that African Anericans have played throughout the
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hi story of our Commonweal th and our entire nation; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives declare February
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2003 as "Black History Month" in Pennsylvani a.
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