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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 27 75%%"

| NTRODUCED BY ZUG, FAI RCHI LD, HERSHEY, ARMSTRONG, BOYD, BUNT,
CAPPELLI, CRAHALLA, DALEY, GEI ST, GEORGE, G NGRI CH, HERVAN
HORSEY, JAMES, MAJOR, RElICHLEY, SCAVELLO, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY
STURLA, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, TI GUE AND YOUNGBLOCD
JUNE 29, 2004

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 4, 2004
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AN ACT

Est abl i shing t he Chesapeake Bay Wt ershed Education Program
providing for the issuance of grants and for the powers and

duties of the Departnent of Educati oni—and—raki-ng—an

approepration

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Chesapeake
Bay Wat ershed Educati on Program Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and intent.

(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds as foll ows:

(1) The Chesapeake Bay is Anerica' s |argest and nost
bi ol ogically diverse estuary and the bay and its tributaries
have been inportant to our econony, traditions and cul ture.

(2) In 1983, the Conmonwealth along with the states of
Maryl and and Virginia, the District of Colunbia and the

Envi ronnmental Protection Agency entered into the first
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Chesapeake Bay Agreement in an effort to protect and restore

t he bay's ecosystem

(3) In 2002, the Conmonweal th renewed its commtnent and
entered into a new agreenent entitled Chesapeake 2002, which
recogni zes that the condition of the bay is dependent upon
the actions of every citizen who resides in the watershed.

(4) The Chesapeake 2002 agreenent commts the
Commonweal th to make wat ershed education and outreach a
priority.

(b) Intent.--It is the intent of the General Assenbly to
devel op policies that work to inprove the bay's ecosystem and
acconplish the goals of Chesapeake 2002, which include expandi ng
wat er shed educati on school curricula and providing students with
opportunities to directly participate in neaningful bay or
stream out door experi ences.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Program " The Chesapeake Bay Wt ershed Educati on Program

"School ." A public or nonpublic school located within this
Commonweal t h.

Section 4. Establishnent of program

The Chesapeake Bay Watershed Education Programis established
within the departnent to provide grants to schools to pronote
t he teachi ng of watershed education and afford students the
opportunity to participate in nmeani ngful bay or stream outdoor

experiences.

20040H2775B4460 - 2 -



1 Section 5. Programrequirenents.

2 An eligible school shall apply for a grant under this program
3 as prescribed by the departnent. The application shall, at a

4 mnimum contain the foll ow ng:

5 (1) A description of the school's watershed education

6 program

7 (2) A description of the outdoor watershed experiences

8 that the school offers or intends to offer for students.

9 (3) A description of howthe grant funds will be

10 utilized.

11 (4) A sunmary of the educational benefits accruing to

12 students as a result of the program

13 (5) The nunber of students participating in the school's
14 program and the grade | evel of participating students.

15 Section 6. Powers and duties of departnent.

16 The departnent shall:

17 (1) Adm nister the program and devel op an application

18 procedure for awardi ng grants under the program

19 (2) Beginning in 2005, submt a report by Decenber 31 of
20 each year to the chairman and m nority chairman of the
21 Education Comm ttee of the Senate and the chairman and
22 mnority chairman of the Education Comm ttee of the House of
23 Representatives that includes a list of the schools receiving
24 grant awards under the program and the dollar anpbunt of each
25 awar d.
26 (3) Allocate grants under the programto eligible
27 schools from funds appropriated for this purpose, provided
28 that no grant may exceed $5, 000.
29 (4) Uilize not nore than 20% of the funds appropriated
30 for the program for program adm ni stration.
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1 (5) Evaluate and distribute curriculummaterials, which
2 schools may utilize for the program

3 (6) Provide professional devel opnent workshops through
4 St at e agenci es and nonprofit organi zations for watershed

5 education for teachers.

6

7

8

9 SECTION 7. FUNDI NG

10 FUNDI NG FOR THE PROGRAM SHALL BE DEPENDENT ON ANNUAL

11 APPROPRI ATI ONS MADE BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

12 Section 8. Effective date.

13 This act shall take effect July—31—2004—orirrediately

14 whi-chever—s—tater | MVEDI ATELY.
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