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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2476 %5

I NTRODUCED BY PETRI, MARCH 23, 2004

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 23, 2004
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol idated Statutes, further providing for the disposition
of conplaints received and for investigating perfornmance of
county agency.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 6334(a) and 6343(b) of Title 23 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anended to read:
8§ 6334. Disposition of conplaints received.
(a) Notice to county agency.--Upon receipt of a conplaint of

suspected child abuse, the departnent shall [imrediately]:

(1) Imediately transmt orally to the appropriate

county agency notice that the conplaint of suspected child

abuse has been received and the substance of the conplaint.
(2) (i) If the Statewi de central register or the
pendi ng conplaint file contains information indicating a
prior report or a current investigation concerning a

subj ect of the report, the departnent shall inmediately
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notify the appropriate county agency of this fact.

(ii) The appropriate county agency shall nean the
agency in the county where the suspected child abuse
occurr ed.

(iii) If the residency of the subjects is a factor
that requires the cooperation of nore than one county
agency, the departnment shall devel op regulations to
ensure the cooperation of those agencies in carrying out
the requirenments of this chapter

(3) The departnent nmay at any tine investigate the

county agency's perfornance with regard to a conpl ai nt of

child abuse. The investigation may beqgin w t hout advanced

notice to the county agency.

* * %

8§ 6343. Investigating performance of county agency.

* %k

(b) Performance audit.--Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision
of this chapter, the secretary or a designee of the secretary
may direct, at their discretion, and [after reasonable notice to

the county agency] at |least once annually shall direct, a

performance audit of any activity engaged in pursuant to this

chapter. The departnent shall not give advanced notice to the

county agency that a performance audit nay be conduct ed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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