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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2231 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY LEACH, STURLA, MANN, CORRI GAN, GOCDVAN, GERGELY,
HORSEY, JOSEPHS, KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, DeWEESE, WASHI NGION AND
YOUNGBLOOD, DECEMBER 8, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, DECEMBER 8, 2003
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"” establishing the Wrld Learn Program
in the Departnment of Education; providing for powers and
duties of the departnment; establishing the Wrld Learn Fund;
and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTI CLE XV-D

WORLD LEARN PROGRAM

Secti on 1501-D. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Charitabl e organi zation." The definition of "charitable
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organi zation" in section 3 of the act of Decenber 19, 1990

(P.L.1200, No.202), known as the Solicitati on of Funds for

Chari t abl e Purposes Act.

"Departnent." The Departnent of Educati on of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Eligible project." A project carried out by an eliqgible

student that rai ses noney for any one of the foll ow ng:

(1) An international charitable organi zati on.

(2) A service project undertaken by the student to

provi de humanitarian aid to needy persons in foreign

countri es.

"Eligible student." A resident of this Commpbnwealth who i s

enrolled as a student in a high school programin any school

"Fund." The Wrld Learn Fund established in section 1507-D

"I nternational charitable organi zation." A charitable

organi zati on that provides services either exclusively or

substantially to persons in foreign countries.

"Program" The World Learn Program established in section

"School entity." Any of the following |located in this

Commpnweal t h:

(1) A school district.

(2) An internediate unit.

(3) A joint school district.

(4) An area vocational -techni cal school

(5) A charter school

(6) An independent school.

(7) A licensed private acadeni c school.

(8) An accredited school.
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(9) A school regi stered under section 1327(b).

(10) The Scotl and School for Veterans' Chil dren.

(11) The Scranton School for the Deaf.

Secti on 1502-D. Est abl i shnent of program

The World Learn Programis established within the depart nent

to provide high school students with opportunities and

i ncentives to | earn about and address geopolitical suffering.

The programis desi gned to provide matchi ng funds for student-

sponsored projects that benefit international charities or

directly provide aid to those in need in foreign countri es.

Secti on 1503-D. Application and approval .

(a) Application.--An eligible student nay subnmt to the

school entity in which the student is enrolled an application

for a grant award under this article for an eliqgible project. A

proj ect nay be undertaken by one or nore students. The

application must contai n docunmentati on i n support of the

student's applicati on. Docunmentati on shall include at a m ni num

(1) A description of the project, including the

educati onal benefits accruing to the student as a result of

partici pation in the project.

(2) Information needed to verify the accuracy of the

descri pti on.

(b)Y Duty of school entity.--The school entity shall:

(1) Review each application submtted by a student under

subsection (a) and provi de gui dance as needed on ways to

i nprove the project.

(2) Forward to the departnent the application for each

proj ect the school entity deens eligible for funding.

(c) Departnent guidelines.--School entity review and

approval procedures shall be in accordance with quidelines
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est abl i shed by the departnent.

Secti on 1504-D. Powers and duti es of departnent.

The departnment shall:

(1) Establish criteria for eval uati on and approval of

student applicati ons by school entities.

(2) Review student applications for final approval or

di sapproval .

(3) Award grants in an anount not to exceed $5, 000 for

each eligible project that the departnent approves.

(4) Establish periods during which applications will be

revi ewed.

(5) Devel op gquidelines for paynent of qgrants and prize

awards to school entities.

Secti on 1505-D. Paynents of qgrants.

The departnment shall make a grant award paynent directly to a

school entity upon verification to the school entity by the

eliqgible student that the eligi ble project has been conpleted. A

grant award shall be in an anobunt that nmatches up to $5, 000 of

the anpunt rai sed by a student for an eligible project. A school

entity shall provide for paynent of the grant award to the

student organi zing the humani tarian effort. The student shal

then forward the funds, and/or the goods or servi ces purchased

with the funds to the beneficiary of the grant.

Secti on 1506-D. Awards.

(a) Award program --The departnent shall establish an award

program wher eby prizes are awarded to those students whose

projects are deened nost effective and creative. The prizes

shall be awarded annually in the foll owi ng anmounts:

(1) One first prize shall be in the anobunt of $5, 000.

(2) One second prize shall be in the anount of $3, 000.
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Pri zes may be di vided anong the students involved in a single

project.
(3) One third prize shall be in the anbunt of $1, 000.

(b) Course credit.--The departnent shall work in conjunction

with coll eges and universities in this Conmonweal th to devel op a

pl an to provi de students whose projects are funded under this

article the option of earning up to four credit hours toward an

under gr aduat e degree programat no cost. At a m ni mum students

must docunent 50 hours of eligible project-related work to

qualify for one credit hour.

Section 1507-D. Wrld Learn Fund.

(a) Establishnent and adnini stration.--There i s hereby

establi shed a separate fund in the State Treasury to be known as

the World Learn Fund. The fund shall be adm ni stered by the

departnent, and all npneys in the fund are appropriated to the

departnent on a conti nui ng basi s.

(b) Purpose.--The noneys in the fund shall be used solely

for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this article,

i ncl udi ng program admni ni strati on and pronoti on.

(c) Contributions and solicitation of funds.--

(1) The departnent is authorized:

(i) To accept, on behalf of the Commonweal th, gifts,

donati ons, | egaci es and usages of noney fromi ndi vi dual s,

organi zati ons, public or private corporati ons and ot her

simlar entities for purposes of the program

(ii) To solicit and rai se noneys from public and

private sources for purposes of the program

(2) Al npney received or rai sed under this subsecti on

shall be paid into the State Treasury and credited to the
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Section 1508-D. Tax credit.

The World Learn Programis deened an approved i nnovative

educati onal program for purposes of the educati onal inprovenent

tax credit programunder Article XX-B. A business firmthat

contributes to the World Learn Fund nay apply for a tax credit

in accordance with Article XX-B

Secti on 1509-D. Report .

The departnment shall submt annually a report to the

Educati on Conmittee of the Senate and the Educati on Comm ttee of

t he House of Representatives reqgarding the program The report

shall include a |list of project approvals and di sapproval s under

this article and an eval uati on of the effecti veness of the

Secti on 1510-D. Expirati on.

This article shall expire June 30, 2009

Section 2. The sum of $1,500,000 is hereby appropriated to
the Wirld Learn Fund as a continuing appropriation for the
pur poses of this article. This appropriation shall |apse June
30, 20009.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004, or

i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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