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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2175°%%%"

| NTRODUCED BY GORDNER, ZUG BI SHOP, BOYD, BROWNE, BUNT,
CAPPELLI, COSTA, CURRY, DALEY, DeLUCA, DENLI NGER, DeVEESE,
FABRI ZI O, GECRCE, G NGRI CH, HARHART, HARRI S, HERSHEY, HORSEY,
KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, LEDERER, MANDERI NO, MANN, MARSI CO,
Mel LHATTAN, MELI O, MUNDY, PALLONE, PETRARCA, READSHAW
REI CHLEY, RUBLEY, SOLOBAY, STERN, STURLA, J. TAYLOR, THQOVAS,
WATSON, WOINARCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK AND CAUSER,
NOVEMBER 18, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, NOVEMBER 18, 2003
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 17, 1993 (P.L.487, No.73), entitled

"An act providing the Early Chil dhood Educati on Professional

Loan Forgi veness Program for Pennsyl vani a resi dents who

graduate frominstitutions of higher education and who apply

their educational training to positions in approved child-
care facilities in this Commonweal th,"” further defining

"qualified applicant"; further providing for Early Chil dhood

Educati on Professional Loan Forgi veness Progran and nmaki ng

an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "qualified applicant” in
section 2 of the act of Decenber 17, 1993 (P.L. 487, No.73),
known as the Early Chil dhood Educati on Professional Loan
For gi veness Act, is anmended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates otherw se:
* x *
"Qualified applicant.” A person who neets the follow ng
criteria:
(1) Has successfully conpleted an under graduat e program
at an accredited college or university.
(2) Has a bachelor's degree and has obtai ned
Pennsyl vania State Early Chil dhood Education Certification
(nursery through third grade) or an associate's degree in
early chil dhood education or child devel opnent.
(3) Has borrowed through [the agency-adm ni stered

Guar anteed Student Loan Prograns.] and has a current

out st andi ng bal ance wi th the agency-quar ant eed Feder al

Stafford or Consolidated Loan Prograns.

(4) |Is a resident of this Conmonweal t h.

(5) Executes a sworn affidavit, under penalty of
perjury, that he does not have a delinquent paynent owi ng to
any Comonweal t h agency.

(6) Receives a salary of less than [$18,500] $21, 500.
Section 2. Sections 3 and 5 of the act are anmended to read:

Section 3. Early Chil dhood Educati on Professional Loan
For gi veness Program
Qual ified applicants who are selected for the programin
accordance with this act shall be eligible for paynent by the
agency of a portion of the debt incurred by the applicant

t hrough the [agency-adm ni stered CGuaranteed Student] agency-

guar anteed Federal Stafford or Consolidated Loan Prograns for

t he educati on necessary to successfully conplete the specified
bachel or' s degree or associate's degree prograns. For each

cal endar year that the applicant is a full-tinme professional in
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an approved Conmonweal th child-care facility, the agency may
forgive a proportional part of the applicant's |oan so that the
| oan may be entirely forgiven over four years of full-tine

enpl oyment in an approved child-care facility. For a graduate
with a bachelor's or associate's degree in the specified areas,
no nore than $2,500 shall be forgiven in any year, and no nore
t han $10, 000 shall be forgiven for any applicant. Paynents shal
be made in accordance with the procedures established by the
agency. A loan forgiveness award shall not be made for a | oan
that is in default at the tine of the application.

Section 5. Fundi ng.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Loan forgiveness awards shall be nade to

the extent that funds are appropriated by the General Assenbly
and are sufficient to cover adm nistration of the program

(b) Lottery.--In the event that funding is insufficient to

fully fund adm nistration and all [eligible] qualified
applicants, the agency shall utilize a randomlottery systemfor
determ ni ng whi ch applicants receive |oan forgiveness awards.

Section 3. The sum of $1, 000,000, or as nuch thereof as nmay
be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Pennsylvania H gher
Educati on Assistance Agency for the fiscal year July 1, 2004, to
June 30, 2005, to carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004, or

i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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