PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 2896 PRINTER S NO. 3477

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2149 %5

| NTRODUCED BY FAI RCH LD, BELFANTI, ALLEN, ARMSTRONG BAKER,
BOYD, BUNT, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, COY, CRElI GHTON, DENLI NGER
EACHUS, EGOLF, FABRI ZI O, FEESE, FLEAGLE, FORCI ER, GEl ST,
GECORCE, GERGELY, GODSHALL, GOODMVAN, GORDNER, HARRI S,
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, LEH, LEVDANSKY, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT,
READSHAW REI CHLEY, SATHER, SCAVELLO, SCHRODER, S. H. SM TH
STABACK, STERN, R STEVENSCON, SURRA, E. Z. TAYLOR, WALKO
WLT, YOUNGBLOOD, ZUG PETRARCA AND HARHAI, NOVEMBER 10, 2003

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 17, 2004
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 10, 1999 (P.L.491, No.45), entitled

"An act establishing a uniformconstruction code; 1 nposing

powers and duties on nunicipalities and the Departnent of

Labor and I ndustry; providing for enforcenment; inposing

penal ti es; and meki ng repeal s,"” adding a definition of

"recreational cabin"; and further providing for application

of the act, FOR MJNI Cl PAL ADM NI STRATI ON AND ENFORCEMENT AND

FOR EXEMPTI ONS; AND PROVI DI NG FOR MUNI Cl PAL | MMUNI TY.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 103 of the act of Novenmber 10, 1999
(P.L.491, No.45), known as the Pennsylvania Construction Code
Act, is anmended by adding a definition to read:

Section 103. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:
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" . L . . . <

F . . L . | £ ching.
"RECREATI ONAL _CABIN. " A STRUCTURE VHI CH | S: <—

(1) USED PRI NCIPALLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENGAG NG I N

SEASONAL HUNTI NG AND FI SHI NG

(2) NOT UTILIZED AS A DOM ClI LE OR RESI DENCE FOR ANY

I NDI VI DUAL_FOR ANY TI ME PERI OD;

(3)  NOT UTILIZED FOR COMVERCI AL PURPOSES;

(4) NOT GREATER THAN TWO STORIES | N HEI GHT, EXCLUDI NG

BASEMENT:

(5) NOT USED BY THE OWNER OR ANY OTHER PERSON AS A PLACE

OF EMPLOYMENT;

(6) NOT A MAILING ADDRESS FOR BILLS AND CORRESPONDENCE;

AND
(7) NOT LISTED AS AN I NDI VIDUAL'S PLACE OF RESI DENCE ON

A TAX RETURN, DRIVER S LI CENSE, CAR REG STRATI ON OR VOTER

REG STRATI ON.

* x *
Seetton—2—Seetton—164{b}—otthe—act+s—arpndedtoread— <—
SECTION 2. SECTIONS 104(B) AND 501(B) OF THE ACT ARE AMENDED <—

AND THE SECTI ONS ARE AMENDED BY ADDI NG SUBSECTI ONS TO READ:

Section 104. Application.

* x *
(b) Exclusions.--This act shall not apply to:

(1) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings
for which an application for a building permt has been nade
to the municipality prior to the effective date of the

regul ati ons promul gated under this act;
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(2) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings
on which a contract for design or construction has been
signed prior to the effective date of the regul ations
pronul gated under this act on projects requiring departnment
approval ;

(3) wutility and m scell aneous use structures that are
accessory to detached one-famly dwellings; [or]

(4) any agricultural building[.]; or

o . I bin it td bini . Lith <

I I | | T . ol i n botd

he kitol Ll . .
(5) ANY RECREATI ONAL CABIN IF: <—

(1) THE CABIN IS EQUI PPED W TH AT LEAST ONE SMXXE

DETECTOR, ONE_FI RE EXTI NGUI SHER AND ONE_CARBON MONOXI DE

DETECTOR IN BOTH THE KI TCHEN AND SLEEPI NG QUARTERS; AND

(1) THE OMNER OF THE CABIN FILES WTH THE

MUNI CI PALI TY ElI THER:

(A) AN AFFIDAVIT ON A FORM PRESCRI BED BY THE

DEPARTMENT ATTESTI NG TO THE FACT THAT THE CABI N MEETS

THE DEFINITI ON OF A "RECREATI ONAL CABI N' N SECTI ON

(B) A VALID PROOF OF | NSURANCE FOR THE

RECREATI ONAL _CABI N, WRI TTEN AND | SSUED BY AN | NSURER

AUTHORI ZED TO DO BUSI NESS IN TH' S COMVONVEAL TH,

STATI NG THAT THE STRUCTURE MEETS THE DEFINITION OF A

"RECREATI ONAL CABI N' AS DEFINED I N SECTI ON 103.

(B.1) CONTINUTY COF EXCLUSI ON. - -

(1) 1F A RECREATIONAL CABIN IS SUBJECT TO EXCLUSI ON

UNDER SUBSECTI ON (B) (5), UPON TRANSFER OF OANNERSHI P OF THE

RECREATI ONAL _CABI N, WRI TTEN NOTI CE MUST BE PROVI DED I N THE
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SALES AGREEMENT AND THE DEED THAT THE RECREATI ONAL CABI N:

(1) 1S EXEMPT FROM THI S ACT;

(1) MAY NOT BE I N CONFORVANCE W TH THE UNI FORM

CONSTRUCTI ON_CODE; _ AND

(1I'1) 1'S NOTr_SUBJECT TO MUNI Cl PAL REGULATI ON.

(2) FAILURE TO COWLY W TH THE NOTI CE REQUI REMENT UNDER

PARAGRAPH (1) SHALL RENDER THE SALE VO DABLE AT THE OPTI ON OF

THE PURCHASER.

* * %

SECTI ON 501. ADM NI STRATI ON AND ENFORCENMENT.
(B) MUNI Cl PAL ADM NI STRATI ON AND ENFORCEMENT. -- THI S ACT NAY
BE ADM NI STERED AND ENFORCED BY MUNI Cl PALI TIES I N ANY OF THE
FOLLOW NG WAYS:
(1) BY THE DESI GNATI ON OF AN EMPLOYEE TO SERVE AS THE
MUNI Cl PAL CODE OFFI CI AL TO ACT ON BEHALF OF THE MUNI Cl PALI TY
FOR ADM NI STRATI ON AND ENFORCEMENT OF THI'S ACT.
(2) BY THE RETENTI ON OF ONE OR MORE CONSTRUCTI ON CODE
OFFI CI ALS [ OR THI RD- PARTY AGENCI ES] TO ACT ON BEHALF OF THE
MUNI Cl PALI TY FOR ADM NI STRATI ON AND ENFORCEMENT OF THI S ACT.
(2.1) A MINICIPALITY SHALL NOT SELECT ANY AGENCY TO BE

THE SOLE PROVI DER OF | NSPECTI ONS BUT SHALL NMAI NTAIN A LI ST OF

ALL THI RD- PARTY AGENCI ES QUAL| FI ED TO PERFORM PLAN REVI EVWS

AND | NSPECTI ONS_AS PRESCRI BED BY TH S ACT.

(3) TWO OR MORE MUNI CI PALI TI ES MAY PROVI DE FOR THE JO NT
ADM NI STRATI ON AND ENFORCEMENT OF THI S ACT THROUGH AN
I NTERMUNI Cl PAL AGREEMENT UNDER 53 PA.C.S. CH 23 SUBCH A
( RELATI NG TO | NTERGOVERNVENTAL COOPERATI ON) .
(4) BY ENTERI NG | NTO A CONTRACT W TH THE PROPER
AUTHORI TI ES OF ANOTHER MUNI CI PALI TY FOR THE ADM NI STRATI ON
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AND ENFORCEMENT OF THI S ACT. WHEN SUCH A CONTRACT HAS BEEN
ENTERED | NTO, THE MJNI Cl PAL CODE OFFI Cl AL SHALL HAVE ALL THE
PONERS AND AUTHORI TY CONFERRED BY LAWIN THE MUNI Cl PALI TY
VWH CH HAS CONTRACTED TO SECURE SUCH SERVI CES.

(5) BY ENTERI NG | NTO AN AGREEMENT W TH THE DEPARTMENT
FOR PLAN REVI EW5, | NSPECTI ONS AND ENFORCEMENT OF STRUCTURES
OTHER THAN ONE- FAM LY OR TWO- FAM LY DVELLI NG UNI TS AND
UTILITY AND M SCELLANEQUS USE STRUCTURES.
(B.1) ALL TH RD- PARTY AGENCI ES SEEKI NG | NCLUSI ON ON ANY LI ST

AS REFERRED TO I N SUBSECTION (B)(2.1) SHALL REG STER WTH THE

DEPARTMENT AND ANY APPRCOPRI ATE MUNI Cl PAL OFFI CI AL OF EACH

MUNI CI PALITY IN WHI CH THEY SEEK | NCLUSI ON ON ANY LI ST.

* * %

SECH-ON-3—H-S-ACH-SHALLTAKEEFFECHF - N-60-DAYS- <—
SECTION 3. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ:
SECTI ON 505. I MMUNITY.

A MUNLCIPALITY SHALL BE I MVUNE FROM CIVIL LIABILITY FOR ANY

ACTI ON ARI SING QUT OF THE SAFETY OF A RECREATI ONAL_CABI N WHI CH

| S EXCLUDED FROM THI S ACT UNDER SECTI ON 104(B) (5).

SECTI ON 4. SECTION 901 OF THE ACT, AMENDED JUNE 22, 2001
(P.L.585, NO 43), IS AVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 901. EXEMPTI ONS.

(A)  MANUFACTURED HOUSI NG --THI S ACT SHALL NOT APPLY TO
MANUFACTURED HOUSI NG VHI CH BEARS A LABEL, AS REQUI RED BY AND
REFERRED TO I N THE ACT OF NOVEMBER 17, 1982 (P.L.676, NO 192),
KNOWN AS THE MANUFACTURED HOUSI NG CONSTRUCTI ON AND SAFETY
STANDARDS AUTHORI ZATI ON ACT, VWHI CH CERTI FI ES THAT | T CONFORMS TO
FEDERAL CONSTRUCTI ON AND SAFETY STANDARDS ADOPTED UNDER THE
HOUSI NG AND COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1974 (PUBLIC LAW 93-
383, 88 STAT. 633), NOR SHALL I T APPLY TO | NDUSTRI ALl ZED
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1 HOUSI NG AS DEFINED IN THE ACT COF MAY 11, 1972 (P.L.286, NO 70),
2 KNOWN AS THE | NDUSTRI ALI ZED HOUSI NG ACT

3 (B) RELIQ QUS BELI EFS. - -

4 (1) AN APPLI CANT FOR A CONSTRUCTION PERM T FOR A

5 DVELLI NG UNI'T UTI LI ZED BY A MEMBER OF A RECOGNI ZED RELI G QUS
6 SECT MAY FI LE AN APPLI CATION WTH A CODE ADM NI STRATOR TO BE
7 EXEMPTED FROM AN ELECTRI CAL PROVI SI ON OF THE UNI FORM

8 CONSTRUCTI ON CODE WHI CH CONFLI CTS W TH THE APPLI CANT' S

9 RELI G OQUS BELI EFS. THE APPLI CATI ON SHALL STATE THE MANNER | N
10 VWH CH THE PROVI SI ON CONFLI CTS W TH THE APPLI CANT' S RELI G OQUS
11 BELI EFS AND SHALL | NCLUDE AN AFFI DAVI T BY THE APPLI CANT

12 STATI NG THAT:

13 (1) THE APPLICANT IS A MEMBER OF A RECOGNI ZED

14 RELI G QUS SECT;

15 (1) THE RELIG QUS SECT HAS ESTABLI SHED TENETS OR
16 TEACHI NGS5 WHI CH CONFLI CT W TH AN ELECTRI CAL PROVI SI ON OF
17 THE UNI FORM CONSTRUCTI ON CODE;

18 (1'r1) THE APPLI CANT ADHERES TO THE ESTABLI SHED

19 TENETS OR TEACH NGS OF THE SECT; AND

20 (1'V) THE DWELLING UNNT WLL BE USED SOLELY AS A

21 RESI DENCE FOR THE APPLI CANT AND THE APPLI CANT' S

22 HOUSEHOLD

23 (2) A CODE ADM NI STRATOR SHALL GRANT AN APPLI CATI ON FOR
24 AN EXEMPTI ON | F MADE | N ACCORDANCE W TH PARAGRAPH (1).

25 (3) | F AN APPLI CANT RECEI VES AN EXEMPTI ON FOR A DVELLI NG
26 UNI' T UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON AND THE APPLI CANT SUBSEQUENTLY

27 SELLS OR LEASES THE DWELLI NG UNI' T, THE APPLI CANT SHALL BRI NG
28 THE DVELLI NG UNI'T | NTO COVPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ON OF THE
29 UNI FORM CONSTRUCTI ON CODE FROM VWHI CH I T WAS EXEMPTED UNDER
30 TH' 'S SUBSECTI ON PRI OR TO THE DWELLI NG UNI T BEI NG SOLD OR
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LEASED UNLESS THE PROSPECTI VE SUBSEQUENT OWNER OR LESSEE

FI LES AN AFFI DAVI T | N COVPLI ANCE W TH PARAGRAPH (1) (1)
THROUGH (1V).

(C) NATURAL CUT TREES. - - SECTI ON 804. 1.1 ( RELATI NG TO NATURAL

CUT TREES) OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL FI RE CODE (2003) AND ANY

SUCCESSOR PROVI SION IS EXCLUDED FROM THIS ACT. A MUNICI PALITY

VH CH ELECTS TO ADOPT AN ORDI NANCE FOR THE ADM NI STRATI ON_AND

ENFORCEMENT OF THI S ACT MNAY, BY ORDI NANCE, RESTRICT THE
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PLACEMENT OF NATURAL CUT_TREES I N AN OCCUPANCY GROUP. THE

=Y
o

ORDI NANCE RESTRI CTI NG THE PLACEMENT SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO

=
=

SECTI ON 503(B) THROUGH (K).

=
N

SECTION 5. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT AS FOLLOWE:

=
w

(1) THE FOLLOW NG PROVI SI ONS SHALL TAKE EFFECT

H
o

| MVEDI ATELY:

=Y
(63}

(1) THE AMENDMENT OF SECTI ON 901 OF THE ACT.

=Y
(e}

(1) TH S SECTI ON.

=
\l

(2) THE REMAI NDER OF THI' S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT I N 60

=Y
oo

DAYS.
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