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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1977 %%

| NTRODUCED BY PHI LLIPS, JAMES, LEH, BARD, BELFANTI, BROWMNE,
CAPPELLI, CREI GHATON, DALEY, HENNESSEY, NAlI TLAND, M:NAUGHTON,
RCSS, SATHER, E. Z. TAYLOR, HESS, GOCD, DENLI NGER AND
SCAVELLO, SEPTEMBER 11, 2003

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
NOVEMBER 10, 2004
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AN ACT
Providing for by LYME and rel ated tick-borne disease di agnosi s
and treatnment, for denial, revocation or suspension of
license or discipline of treating physicians and doctors of
ost eopat hy and for professional m sconduct proceedi ngs.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Lyne and
Rel at ed Ti ck-borne Di sease Di agnosis and Treatnent Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The State Board of Medicine or the State Board of
Ost eopat hy.

"Licensee.” A licensed physician or doctor of osteopathy.

"Long-term anti biotic or antimcrobial therapy."
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Admi ni stration of oral, intramuscular or intravenous antibiotics
or antim crobial medications, singly or in conbination, for
periods of greater than four weeks.

"Lyne disease.” The clinical diagnosis of the presence in a
patient of signs and synptons conpatible with acute infection
with Borrelia burgdorferi or related Borrelioses, or with late
stage or chronic infection with Borrelia burgdorferi, or with
conplications related to such an infection. The term i ncl udes
i nfection which neets the surveillance criteria set forth by the
United States Centers for D sease Control and Prevention and
al so i ncludes other acute and chronic mani festati ons of such an

i nfection as determ ned by the physician.

"Rel ated tick-borne illnesses.” Cases of Bartonell osis,

Babesi osi s/ Piropl asnosis and other tick-transm ssible illnesses

as may be enpirically associated with Fyre LYME di sease. <—
"Therapeutic purpose.” The use of antibiotics to control a

patient's synptons determ ned by the physician as reasonably
related to byre LYME disease and its sequelae or related tick- <—
borne ill nesses.
Section 3. Long-termantibiotic and m crobial treatnent.
A licensee may prescribe, adm nister or dispense antibiotic
or antimcrobial therapy for therapeutic purposes to a person
di agnosed wi th and havi ng synptons of lymre LYME di sease or <—
related tick-borne illnesses if this diagnosis and treatnment
pl an have been docunented in the licensee's nedical record for
that patient. No |icensee shall be subject to professional
m sconduct proceedings or to disciplinary action by the board
solely for prescribing, adm nistering or dispensing |ong-term
antibiotic or antim crobial therapy for a therapeutic purpose

for a patient clinically diagnosed with e LYME di sease or <—
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related tick-borne illnesses if this diagnosis and treatnment
pl an have been docunented in the licensee's nmedical record for
t hat patient.
Section 4. Denial, revocation or suspension of |icense or

di sci pline of |icensee.

Not hing in this section shall dimnish the right of the board
to deny, revoke or suspend the license of a |licensee or
discipline a licensee who prescribes, adm nisters or dispenses
| ong-term antibiotic or antimcrobial therapy for a
nont her apeuti c purpose, who fails to nonitor the ongoing care of
a patient receiving long-termantibiotic or antim crobial
therapy or who fails to keep conpl ete and accurate ongoi ng
records of the diagnosis and treatnment of a patient receiving
| ong-term anti biotic or antim crobial therapy.

Section 5. Professional m sconduct proceedings.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Wenever the board initiates or has
initiated professional msconduct proceedi ngs agai nst a |icensee
as a result of a conplaint filed by an insurance conpany,
pharmacy benefit manager or conprehensive health services plan
pursuant to this act, which in whole or in part concerns the
Iicensee's diagnosis or treatnent of lyme LYME di sease or any <—
related tick-borne illness, a copy of the conplaint shall be
di sclosed to the licensee within ten days after the |icensee's
request .

(b) Requirenents of charges.--Wenever charges are made
which, in whole or in part, concern a |licensee's diagnosis or
treatment of hywe LYME di sease or any related tick-borne <—
illness, the charges shall contain a statenent of facts
sufficient to allow a judicial determ nation as to whether the

charges are proper under this section.
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(c) Notice of hearing.--Wenever a notice of hearing is
served in which the charges or allegations against the |licensee
in whole or in part concern the |licensee's diagnosis or
treatment of hywe LYME di sease or any related tick-borne illness
or the admnistration of |ong-termantibiotic or antimcrobial
t herapy or concern any patient who has been di agnosed with e
LYME di sease or any related tick-borne illness, the notice shal
contain the identity of any experts consulted by the board or to
be called to testify by the board and the substance of the
opi ni on of each such expert.

Section 6. Required coverage.

Every (A) TICK-BORNE | LLNESS. - - EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N
SUBSECTI ON (B), EVERY health care policy which is delivered,

i ssued for delivery, renewed, extended or nodified in this
Commonweal th by a health insurer nust cover prescribed treatnent
for bywe LYME disease or related tick-borne illness if the

di agnosis and treatnent plan are docunented in the patient's
medi cal record. This shall include |ong-termtherapies and
treatment as prescribed by the patient's attendi ng physician.

(B) EXCEPTI ON. - - SUBSECTI ON (A) SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY COF THE
FOLLOW NG TYPES OF | NSURANCE:

(1) HOSPI TAL | NDEWNI TY.

(2) ACCI DENT.

(3) SPECI FI ED DI SEASE

(4) DI SABILITY I NCOVE

(5) DENTAL.

(6) VI SION.

(7) CVILI AN HEALTH AND MEDI CAL PROGRAM OF THE UNI FORMED

SERVI CES ( CHAMPUS) SUPPLEMENT.

(8) MEDI CARE SUPPLEMENT.
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(9) LONG TERM CARE.
(10) OTHER LI M TED | NSURANCE BENEFI T PLANS
Section 7. Applicability.

AW N P

This act shall apply to all applicable proceedi ngs pendi ng on
5 the effective date of this act.
6 Section 8. Effective date.

7 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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