PRINTER S NO. 2424

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1860 %%

| NTRODUCED BY PALLONE, PETRARCA, TANGRETTI, CASCRI O CREI GHTON,
RUFFI NG SHANER, SOLOBAY AND YOUNGBLOOD, JULY 15, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, JULY 15, 2003
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), entitled,
as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the first, third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth classes; anendi ng,
revi sing, consolidating and changing the laws relating
thereto; relating to inposition of excise taxes by counti es,

i ncl udi ng authorizing inposition of an excise tax on the

rental of notor vehicles by counties of the first class; and

provi ding for regional renaissance initiatives," further
providing for police duties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 2511 and 2512 of the act of August 9,
1955 (P.L.323, No.130), known as The County Code, are anended to
read:

Section 2511. Enployes; Police.--(a) For the purpose of
perform ng all necessary duties relating to the establi shing,
maki ng, enl arging, extending and mai ntai ning public parks,

bui | di ngs _and ot her county-owned properties and for enforcing

the rul es and regul ati ons ordai ned or resolved by the county
conmmi ssioners or by any body or board of control where no

penalty or fine is involved, the county conm ssioners of the
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county are hereby authorized to enploy or appoint and equip
proper persons to do all necessary and proper work connected
therewith, including police or guard duty.

(b)Y The board of conmi ssioners of any county of the third

class may, by ordi nance, create or di sband a county park police

force within the county. When such a county park police force is

created in accordance herewith, the county conm ssi oners shal

have power to enploy the nunber of officers as may be fi xed by

the salary board of the county. The conpensati on of the county

park police officers shall be paid by the county.

Section 2512. Duty of Police.--(a) It shall be the duty of

the police, county park police or guards appointed to duty in

any recreation places, buildings and ot her county-owned

properties, without warrant, forthwith to arrest any offender

agai nst the rules and regul ati ons, ordained or resolved by the
county comm ssioners, that they may detect in the comm ssion of
such offense, and to take the person so arrested forthwith
before a nagistrate, alderman or justice of the peace having
conpetent jurisdiction.

(b) In the ordi nance creating a county park police force,

the county conmi ssioners shall designate a prinmary

jurisdictional area upon which the county park police officers

shal |l have jurisdiction, and which shall include only property

owned, | eased or controlled by the county, by a county nuni ci pal

authority, county redevel opnent authority, county industri al

devel opnent authority or agency, or county airport authority, or

by a community coll ege of which the county is a | ocal sponsor,

whet her such property is within or outside the territorial

limts of the county. A county road, street or hi ghway shall not

be desi gnated or considered as a prinmary jurisdictional area
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unless it is located within the boundari es of a geographi cal

area otherw se desi gnated by ordi nance as a prinmary

jurisdictional area pursuant to this section.

(c) County park police shall have the power and their duty
shal | be:

(1) to enforce good order and protect the grounds and

buildings within a prinmary jurisdictional area;

(2) to exclude all disorderly persons fromthe grounds and

buildings within a prinmary jurisdictional area;

(3) to exercise the sane powers as are now or nmay hereafter

be exerci sed under authority of | aw or ordi nance by the police

of the nmunicipalities wherein the prinmary jurisdictional area is

| ocated, including, but not limted to, those powers conferred

pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 89 Subch. D (relating to nunici pal

police jurisdiction);

(4) to prevent crinme, investigate crimnmnal acts, apprehend,

arrest and charge crininal offenders and i ssue sunmary citations

for acts committed on the grounds and in the buildings of the

primary jurisdictional area and carry the offender before the

proper authority and prefer charges agai nst the of fender under

the laws of this Commpbnweal th. Except when acti ng pursuant to 42

Pa.C.S. Ch. 89 Subch. D, county park police shall exercise these

powers and performthese duties only on the grounds of the

prinmary jurisdictional area;

(5) to order off the grounds and out of the buil dings within

the primary jurisdictional area all vagrants, |oafers,

trespassers and persons under the influence of liquor and, if

necessary, renove them by force and, in case of resistance,

carry such offenders before the proper authority; and

(6) to arrest any person who danmages, nutil ates or destroys
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the trees, plants, shrubbery, turf, grass plots, benches,

bui | di ngs, and structures or conmts any other offense on the

grounds and in the buildings within the primary jurisdi cti onal

area, and carry the offender before the proper authority and

prefer charges agai nst the offender under the |laws of this

Commpnweal t h.

(d) The county commi ssioners shall designate, fromthe

county park police officers, the chief and such other ranks or
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classifications of officers as desired by the county

=Y
o

conmi Ssi oners.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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