SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 2214, 3058 PRI NTER S NO. 4646

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1716 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BARD, HERMAN, TANGRETTI, LESCOVI TZ AND RCSS,
JUNE 25, 2003

SENATOR EARLL, FINANCE, | N SENATE, AS AMENDED, NOVEMBER 9, 2004
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 25, 1945 (P.L.1050, No.394), entitled
"An act relating to the collection of taxes |evied by
counties, county institution districts, cities of the third
cl ass, boroughs, towns, townships, certain school districts
and vocational school districts; conferring powers and
i mposing duties on tax collectors, courts and vari ous
of ficers of said political subdivisions; and prescribing
penal ties,” further providing for basic and conti nuing
education prograns for tax collectors; providing for records
i n possession of tax collector; further providing for
expenses paid by taxing districts and for discounts,
penal ti es and notice; providing for conpensation for interim
tax bills; and further providing for penalty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4.1(a.2) and (b) of the act of My 25,
1945 (P.L.1050, No.394), known as the Local Tax Collection Law,
anended June 22, 2001 (P.L.377, No.25), are anended to read:

Section 4.1. Basic and Continuing Education Prograns for Tax
Col l ectors.--* * *

(a.2) The departnent shall:

(1) Make certain a qualified tax collector certificate is
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i ssued to an individual who passes the basic qualification
exam nation. The certificate shall expire one year fromthe date

of issuance but nmay be renewed[.] for subsequent consecutive

vears upon the conpl eti on of nmandatory conti nui ng education in

accordance with subsection (b).

(2) Mintain a register that lists all qualified tax
coll ectors. The register shall be open to public inspection and
copyi ng upon paynent of a nom nal fee.

(3) Provide once each year a list of all qualified tax
collectors on the departnent’'s Wrld Wde Wb site.

(4) Determ ne and approve reasonable fees for the training
program and for testing and qualification. The individual shal
bear the cost of the program testing and qualification unless
the political subdivision agrees to pay for the cost in whole or
in part.

* x *

(b) Each qualified tax collector shall be required to obtain
[ten] six hours of mandatory continuing education during each

year of his termof office.

* * %

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:
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SECTION 4.3.  TAX COLLECTI ON RECORDS. --(A) A TAX COLLECTOR, <—
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DURING THE TI ME THAT HE OR SHE HOLDS THE OFFI CE OF TAX

=Y
o

COLLECTOR, SHALL_ NAI NTAIN AND HAVE LEGAL CUSTODY OF TAX

=
=

COLLECTI ON RECORDS THAT ARE NOT IN THE CUSTODY OF A TAXI NG

=
N

DI STRI CT.

(B)  NOTHING IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL PREVENT A PERSON VWHO

=
w

H
o

FORMERLY HELD THE OFFI CE OF TAX COLLECTOR FROM NAI NTAI NI NG

=Y
(63}

COPI ES OF TAX COLLECTI ON RECORDS THAT MAY BE NECESSARY FOR

=Y
(e}

PURPOSES OF ANY SUBSEQUENT AUDI T, TAX CERTI FI CATI ON OR OTHER

=
\l

REQUI RED SERVI CE.

=Y
oo

(© TH'S SECTION SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO DO ANY OF THE

:
2
2

(1) MAKE A TAX COLLECTOR AN "AGENCY" OR AUTHORI ZE REQUESTS

N
o

N
=

OF THE TAX COLLECTOR FOR RECORDS PURSUANT TO THE ACT OF JUNE 21,

N
N

1957 (P.L.390, NO 212), REFERRED TO AS THE RI GHT- TO- KNOW LAW

N
w

(2) ALTER OR AMEND ANY LAW CONCERNI NG THE CONFI DENTIALITY OF

N
~

TAX COLLECTI ON RECORDS.

N
(63}

(D) NO PERSON WHO FORMERLY HELD THE COFFI CE OF TAX COLLECTOR

N
(e}

SHALL | NTENTI ONALLY AND UNLAWFULLY DENY LEGAL CUSTODY OR

N
~

OTHERW SE | MPAIR THE AVAI LABILITY OF TAX COLLECTI ON RECORDS BY

N
oo

REFUSI NG TO TRANSFER POSSESSI ON OF THE RECORDS TO A TAXI NG

N
(o]

DISTRICT OR ITS TAX COLLECTOR.

30 (E) AS USED IN THI' S SECTION, THE TERM "TAX COLLECTI ON
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RECORDS" SHALL MEAN RECORDS TO WHI CH ACCESS |S REQUI RED BY A TAX

COLLECTOR IN ORDER TO CARRY OUT THE DUTI ES UNDER THI S ACT AND

VH CH ARE AMONG THE CATEGORI ES OF TAX COLLECTI ON RECORDS THAT

ARE TO BE NMAI NTAINED IN CONFORM TY W TH DI SPOSI TI ON_ AND

RETENTI ON SCHEDULES AND REGULATI ONS THAT ARE PROMULGATED BY THE

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS COWM TTEE IN ACCORDANCE WTH 53 PA.C. S

CH. 13 SUBCH. F (RELATI NG TO RECORDS)

Section 3. Section 9 of the act is anmended to read:
Section 9. Expenses Paid by Taxing Districts.--The expenses

of postage and printing of [tax notices] any notice required by

this act shall be paid by the taxing districts.

Section 4. Section 10 of the act, anmended Decenber 19, 1996
(P.L.21474, No.188), is anended to read:

Section 10. Discounts; Penalties; Notice.--(a) The rates of
di scounts and penalties on taxes shall be established by the
taxing district. Al taxpayers subject to the paynment of taxes,
assessed by any taxing district, shall be entitled to a di scount
of at least two per centum fromthe amount of such tax upon
maki ng paynment of the whol e anount thereof within two nonths
after the date of the tax notice. Al taxpayers, who shall fai
to make paynment of any such taxes charged agai nst themfor four
nmonths after the date of the tax notice, shall be charged a
penalty of up to ten per centum which penalty shall be added to
the taxes by the tax collector and be collected by him The
provi sions of this section shall apply to cities of the second
class A

(b) [Wiere] IF a taxpayer has not paid taxes on real estate
within four nonths after the date of the tax notice [and the tax
col |l ector has reason to believe that the taxpayer is sixty years

of age or older], the tax collector shall send by first class
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mail the following notice in [large print formw th eighteen

point or larger text] bold print capital letters to the

t axpayer:
[ YOUR REAL ESTATE TAXES HAVE NOT BEEN PAI D ON TI ME AND A
PENALTY HAS BEEN ADDED TO THE AMOUNT YOU ONE. | F THE
PROPERTY FOR WHI CH THE TAXES HAVE NOT BEEN PAID IS YOUR
PRI MARY RESI DENCE AND | F YOU ARE 60 YEARS OF AGE OR
OLDER, CONTACT THE AREA AGENCY ON AG NG ( TELEPHONE

NUMBER) FCOR PGOSSI BLE ASSI STANCE. ]

YOUR REAL ESTATE TAXES HAVE NOT BEEN PAID ON TI ME AND A <—

PENALTY HAS BEEN ADDED TO THE AMOUNT YOU OAE. |TF NOT _PAID

BY DECEMBER 31, YOUR REAL ESTATE TAXES WLL BE

DELI NQUENT. |TF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTI ONS, PLEASE CONTACT

(NAMVE OF TAX COLLECTOR) BY MAIL AT (ADDRESS) OR BY

TELEPHONE AT ( TELEPHONE NUMBER) .

(c) Failure to receive notice as required by subsection (b)
shall not relieve any taxpayer fromthe paynent of any taxes
i nposed by any taxing district.
n e d - f . el o i -
| o Lifay g i L d iy,
the followng shatl—apply:-
2t I he | : od_duri hicl
I loeitd i o Lty shall—fakl

20030H1716B4646 - 6 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(D) FOR PURPOSES OF DETERM NING | F PAYMENT IS TI MELY MADE, <—

IN ORDER EI THER TO QUALI FY FOR A DI SCOUNT _OR TO AVO D A PENALTY,

THE FOLLOWN NG SHALL APPLY:

(1) WVHENEVER THE LAST DAY OF A PERI OD DURI NG VWHI CH PAYMENT

MAY BE MADE AT A DI SCOUNT OR W THOUT PENALTY SHALL FALL ON

SATURDAY OR SUNDAY OR ON ANY DAY MADE A LEGAL HOLI DAY BY THE

LAWS OF THI S COMONVEALTH OR OF THE UNI TED STATES, PAYMENT SHALL

BE CONSI DERED TIMELY IF IT IS TENDERED OR POSTVMARKED BY THE

UNI TED STATES POSTAL SERVI CE ON THE SUCCEEDI NG SECULAR OR

BUSI NESS DAY.

(2) A TAX COLLECTOR SHALL NOT REFUSE TO ACCEPT PAYMENT

TENDERED OR POSTMARKED BY THE UNI TED STATES POSTAL SERVICE IN A

TIMELY MANNER PURSUANT TO THI S SUBSECTI ON.

(E) A TAX COLLECTOR SHALL NOT REFUSE TO ACCEPT PAYMENT

TENDERED OR POSTMARKED BY THE UNI TED STATES POSTAL SERVI CE BY

DECEMBER 31, BUT NOTHING IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS

LIMTING THE AUTHORITY OF A TAX COLLECTOR TO SET_A DATE, NOT

EARLI ER THAN DECEMBER 15, AFTER VWH CH PERSONAL CHECKS W LL NO

LONGER BE ACCEPTED FOR PAYMENT OF TAXES AND PENALTY.

Section 5. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:
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each—year—
SECTI ON 36.2. COVPENSATI ON FOR | NTERI M TAX BILLS.--(A) IN <

FI XI NG TAX COLLECTOR COVPENSATI ON | N ACCORDANCE WTH THI S ACT, A

TAXING DI STRICT SHALL PROVI DE A METHOD WHEREBY A TAX COLLECTOR

WLL RECEIVE ADDI TI ONAL REMUNERATI ON FOR WORK RELATED TO

COLLECTI ON EFFORTS W TH REGARD TO TAXES LEVI ED AND ASSESSED UPON

A DUPLI CATE | SSUED AFTER AN | NTERI M ASSESSIVENT.

(B) THE ADDI T1 ONAL COVPENSATI ON REQUI RED I N SUBSECTI ON (A)

MAY BE BASED ON THE | SSUANCE OF AN INTERIM BILL OR CALCULATED IN

ANY OTHER MANNER PERM TTED BY TH S ACT.

Section 6. Section 42 of the act is amended to read:
Section 42. Penalty.--(a) Any tax collector failing to
conply with the provisions of section thirteen of this act, and
any tax collector, treasurer or conmm ssioner who violates any of
t he provisions of section fourteen of this act, shall be
sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than five hundred doll ars,
or be sentenced to inprisonnent for not nore than six nonths, or
both, at the discretion of the court.
m ] il I hot] .. -
: . . : e Y | d .
(B) A PERSON WHO FORVERLY HELD THE OFFI CE OF TAX COLLECTOR <—

VHO UNLAWFULLY AND | NTENTI ONALLY | MPAIRS THE AVAILABILITY OF TAX

COLLECTI ON RECORDS I N VI OLATI ON OF SECTION 4.3(D) COWM TS A

M SDEMEANOR COF THE SECOND DEGREE.

Section 7. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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