PRINTER S NO. 1667

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1348 %%

| NTRODUCED BY TI GUE, CAWLEY, LEWS, BELFANTI, Cl VERA, COSTA,
CRUZ, CURRY, DALEY, DeLUCA, DI VEN, GODSHALL, HORSEY, MAHER
PALLONE, SCRI MENTI, SOLOBAY, THOVAS, WLT, HALUSKA,
LEVDANSKY, MUNDY, ROONEY, SHANER, TANGRETTI, WASH NGTON AND
YOUNGBLOOD, MAY 6, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MAY 6, 2003

AN ACT
1 Anending the act of March 20, 2002 (P.L.154, No.13), entitled
2 "An act reformng the I aw on nedical professional liability;
3 providing for patient safety and reporting; establishing the
4 Patient Safety Authority and the Patient Safety Trust Fund;
5 abrogating regul ations; providing for nedical professional
6 liability informed consent, damages, expert qualifications,
7 limtations of actions and nedical records; establishing the
8 I nterbranch Comm ssi on on Venue; providing for nedical
9 professional liability insurance; establishing the Medical
10 Care Availability and Reduction of Error Fund; providing for
11 nmedi cal professional liability clains; establishing the Joint
12 Underwriting Association; regulating nedical professional
13 l[iability insurance; providing for medical |icensure
14 regul ation; providing for adm nistration; inposing penalties;
15 and maki ng repeals,” prohibiting certain settl enent
16 agreenents and requiring settlenment agreenents to be subject
17 to disclosure.
18 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

19 hereby enacts as foll ows:

20 Section 1. The act of March 20, 2002 (P.L.154, No.13), known
21 as the Medical Care Availability and Reduction of Error (Mare)
22 Act, is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

23 Section 517. Certain settl enent agreenents prohibited.

24 A settl enent agreenent of a nedical professional liability
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claimthat contains a provision requiring any term or provisSion

of the agreenent to be held confidential by the parties or to be

seal ed by a court shall be void and unenforceabl e as agai nst

public policy.

Section 518. Settlenents to be filed with the court and open to

i nspecti on.
A settl enent agreenent of a nedical professional liability
claim regardl ess of whether a nedical professional liability

acti on has been filed thereon, and any judgnent, court deci Ssion

or any ot her agreenent to resolve any aspect of a nedi cal

professional liability action shall be filed with the

prot honotary of the court in the county in which the claim

arises or the action is filed and shall be open to public

i nspection in accordance with the local rule of court.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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