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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1298 *5%”

I NTRODUCED BY KI RKLAND, MAY 5, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MAY 5, 2003
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for fam |y resource
net wor ks.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding an
article to read:

ARTI CLE XIV-A

FAM LY RESOURCE NETWORKS

Secti on 1401-A. Short title.

This article shall be known and nay be cited as the Fam |y

Resour ce Networ ks Act.

Secti on 1402- A. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the




© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Departnent." The Departnent of Educati on of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Eliqgible school." A school with 60% or nore of its students

eligible for the free or reduced price neal prograns under the

Nat i onal School Lunch Act (60 Stat. 230, 42 U S.C. § 1751 et

seqg.) at the school.

"Program" A fanmly resource network which pronotes the

avai lability, coordination, integration and utilizati on of

soci al and health services, associ ated resources and ancill ary

resources to neet the needs of children and famlies in

addressing i ssues that may serve to linmt student acadenic

achi evenent and containing at | east the conponents descri bed

under section 1404- A(b).

Secti on 1403- A. Pr ogr ans.

The board of directors of a school district may authori ze the

devel opnent and i npl enentation of a programfor eliqgible schools

within the school district.

Secti on 1404- A. Fam |y resource networks.

(a) Famly resource networks.--A famly resource network

(1) Be located within the area from which the school's

students it serves are drawn and shall be readily accessible

to that popul ati on.

(2) Forge nutual long-termrel ati onshi ps with

gover nnent al agenci es and conmunity servi ce organi zati ons to

meet the nonacadem ¢ needs of students and fanmli es.

(3) Assist schools, students and their fanilies with the

delivery of social and health care services.

(4) Assist with the coordi nati on and i nteqgrati on of
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1 services by linking public and governnental service agencies
2 and public and private conmunity groups and organi zations

3 with school s.

4 (b) Program conponents.--Every famly resource network shal
5 develop and inplenent prograns that, at a m ni mum

6 (1) Make referrals to health care and social service

7 provi ders and agenci es.

8 (2) Support existing famly support and parent education
9 prograns.

10 (3) Provide updated information about program needs,

11 avai lability of services and the |ocation of such prograns
12 and servi ces.

13 (4) Pronote underutilized services and prograns.

14 (5) Recruit service providers and agencies to provide
15 heal th and social services that are needed and currently

16 unavai l able to students and their famlies.

17 (6) Collaborate and coordinate services with | ocal

18 nongover nnental and governnental health and social service
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20 (7) Provide advice, consultation, training and resource
21 information to schools about available health and soci al

22 service prograns.

23 (8) Establish partnershi ps between the schools and other
24 organi zati ons which include, but shall not be limted to,

25 conmuni ty- based organi zations and | ocal civic organi zations,
26 faith-based institutions, business and professional groups,
27 envi ronnent al _groups, nei ghbor hood organi zati ons_and

28 organi zati ons _or _groups focusing on crine prevention iSsues.
29 (9) Develop and sustain comunity prograns for school
30 volunteers to support and participate in school prograns and
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activities.

(10) Ensure that counseling and counsel ors are avail abl e

and accessible to students and their fanmlies whi ch address,

anong other things, full-tine, part-tine and sunmer

enpl oynent traini ng and pl acenent, substance abuse issues,

famly crisis issues and nental health i ssues.

Secti on 1405- A Fundi ng.

(a) Paynents to school districts.--Subsequent to approval of

an application by a school district with one or nore eliqible

school s under its authority, the departnent shall pay to the

school district for an eligible school a portion of the costs to

i mpl enent and conti nue prograns under this article.

(b)Y Techni cal assi stance.--The departnent shall provide

t echni cal assi stance to school districts in conpleting the

initial application for funding.

(c) Fundi ng anpunt; uses.--The maxi num fundi ng award will be

establi shed by the departnent. Funds provi ded by the departnent

to a school district for an eliqgible school shall be used to

defray the costs incurred by the eliqgible school in devel opi ng,

i mpl enenti ng and conti nui ng prograns under this article.

(d) Applications, review and award. --The departnent, in

consultation with the Governor's Children and Fanilies Cabi net,

shal | devel op an applicati on process for school districts nmaking

application pursuant to this section. The application shall be

published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin and nay be pl aced on the

departnent's Wrld Wde Wb page.

(e) Cuidelines.--The departnent shall devel op gqui delines for

t he purpose of advi sing and assisting eligible schools in

establ i shing, operating and nmai ntai ning prograns and fanly

resource networks, which shall be published in the Pennsyl vani a
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1 Bulletin and may be placed on the departnent's Wrld Wde Wb
2 page.

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003, or

4 imrediately, whichever is |later.
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