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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1251 5%

| NTRODUCED BY BI SHOP, JOSEPHS, RI ECGER, HERSHEY, DeWEESE, WALKO,
MARKGOSEK, LAUGHLI N, CORNELL, JAMES, ROBERTS, HORSEY,
WHEATLEY, CI VERA, DALEY, TANGRETTI, GOCDVAN, KI RKLAND
McGEEHAN, THOVAS, YOUNGBLOOD, WATERS, DONATUCCI, KELLER AND
OLI VER, APRIL 29, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, APRIL 29, 2003
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AN ACT

Nam ng the staircase in the Rotunda of the Main Capitol
Bui | di ng.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Martin Luther King, Jr., was an outstanding | eader
of our country.

(2) Martin Luther King, Jr., led arising tide of civil
rights protests which nobilized national opinion in favor of
civil rights and agai nst racial segregation. H s nost notable
contri butions were:

(i) leading the bus boycott in Montgonery, Al abans,
in 1955, in protest against the arrest of Rosa Parks for
refusing to obey the city's segregation | aw,

(1i) organizing the Southern Christian Leadership
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Conference as a base of operation throughout the South
and a national platformfor the advocacy of civil rights;
and

(tit) witing the famous Letter fromthe Birm ngham

Jai |, advocating nonviolent direct action to dramatize

the issue of civil rights.

(3) The acconplishnments referred to in paragraph (2)
resulted in the passage of the Cvil R ghts Act of 1964
(Public Law 88-352, 78 Stat. 241).

(4) In Decenber 1964, Martin Luther King, Jr., was
awar ded the Nobel Prize for Peace.

(5) Martin Luther King, Jr., will always be regarded as
a role nodel for citizens of this Conmonweal th, especially
African Anmericans.

(6) It is appropriate that the staircase in the Min
Capitol Building be named in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Section 2. Designation and recognition.

(a) Designation.--The staircase in the Rotunda of the Miin
Capitol Building is designated as, and shall be referred to as,
the Martin Luther King, Jr., Staircase.

(b) Recognition.--The Departnent of General Services shal
post an appropriate sign to recogni ze the designation.

Section 3. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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