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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 9, 2003

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176), entitled,

2 as anmended, "An act relating to the finances of the State

3 government; providing for the settlenent, assessnent,

4 collection, and Iien of taxes, bonus, and all other accounts
5 due the Commonweal th, the collection and recovery of fees and
6 ot her noney or property due or belonging to the Comonweal th,
7 or any agency thereof, including escheated property and the
8 proceeds of its sale, the custody and di sbursenment or other
9 di sposition of funds and securities belonging to or in the
10 possessi on of the Conmonweal th, and the settlenment of clains
11 agai nst the Conmonweal th, the resettlenent of accounts and
12 appeals to the courts, refunds of noneys erroneously paid to
13 t he Commonweal th, auditing the accounts of the Commonweal th
14 and all agencies thereof, of all public officers collecting
15 noneys payable to the Commonweal th, or any agency thereof,

16 and all receipts of appropriations fromthe Commonweal t h,

17 aut hori zing the Commonweal th to issue tax anticipation notes
18 to defray current expenses, inplenenting the provisions of

19 section 7(a) of Article VIIl of the Constitution of
20 Pennsyl vani a aut hori zing and restricting the incurring of

21 certain debt and inposing penalties; affecting every

22 departnment, board, conmm ssion, and officer of the State

23 government, every political subdivision of the State, and
24 certain officers of such subdivisions, every person,

25 associ ation, and corporation required to pay, assess, or

26 coll ect taxes, or to nmake returns or reports under the |aws

27 i nposi ng taxes for State purposes, or to pay license fees or
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ot her noneys to the Commonweal th, or any agency t hereof,
every State depository and every debtor or creditor of the
Commonweal th, " further providing for definitions, for
property held by courts, public officers and agencies and for
depositing funds relating to abandoned and uncl ai ned

property.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1301.1 of the act of April 9, 1929
(P.L.343, No.176), known as The Fiscal Code, is anended by
addi ng definitions to read:

Section 1301.1. Definitions.--As used in this article,
unl ess the context otherw se requires:

* * %

"Crine Victims Conpensati on Fund" shall nean the speci al

nonl apsi ng fund created by the act of Novenber 24, 1998

(P.L.882, No.111), known as the "Crine Victins Act."

* * %

"Restitution" shall nean restitution ordered by a court in

accordance with the provisions of 18 Pa.C.S. 8 1106 (relating to

restitution for injuries to person or property) and collected in

accordance with the provisions of 42 Pa.C.S. 8 9728 (relating to

collection of restitution, reparation, fees, costs, fines and

penal ti es).

* * %

Section 2. Sections 1301.9 and 1301. 18 of the act, anended
June 29, 2002 (P.L.614, No.91), are anended to read:

Section 1301.9. Property Held by Courts and Public O ficers
and Agencies.--The follow ng property is presunmed abandoned and
uncl ai med:

1. Except as provided in clause 2 or 6, all property held

for the owner by any court, public corporation, public authority
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or instrumentality of the United States, the Conmonweal th, or
any other state, or by a public officer or political subdivision
t hereof , uncl aimed by the owner for nore than five (5) years
fromthe date it first becane denandabl e or distributable.

2. Bicycles held for the owner by a municipality unclained
by the owner for nore than ninety (90) days fromthe date it
first becanme demandabl e or distributable.

3. The bicycles held pursuant to clause 2 may be di sposed of
by the nunicipality at public auction at such tinme and pl ace as
may be designated by the nmunicipality or the governing body may,
by resol ution, donate the bicycles to a charitable organization.
Any proceeds fromthe sale of the bicycles shall be retained by
the municipality and used for nunicipal purposes.

4. Bicycles held by or acquired by the Commonweal th for
ninety (90) days may be di sposed of at public auction at such
time and place as nmay be designated by the State Treasurer.
Proceeds of such sale or sales shall be deposited in the General
Fund.

5. Al property held by or subject to the control of any
court, public corporation, public authority or instrumentality
of the Commonweal th or by a public officer or political
subdi vi sion thereof, which is without a rightful or |awful
owner, to the extent not otherw se provided for by |aw, held for
nore than one year

6. Restitution held for the owner by any court, public

corporation, public authority or instrunentality of the

Commpnweal th, or by a public officer or political subdivision

t hereof, unclained by the owner for nore than five (5) vears

fromthe date it first becanme denandabl e or distri butabl e.

Section 1301.18. Deposit of Funds.--(a) [Al] Except as
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provided in subsection (a.1), all funds recei ved under this

article, including the proceeds fromthe sale of property under
section 1301.17, shall forthwith be deposited by the State
Treasurer in the General Fund of the Comonweal th except that
the State Treasurer shall retain in a separate trust fund an
amount not exceedi ng twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) plus
twenty per centum of deposits and suns paid to the State
Treasurer under subsection (c) of section 1301.13 during the
precedi ng twelve (12) nonths fromwhich the State Treasurer
shall make rei nbursenents under section 1301. 14 and pronpt
paynent of clainms duly allowed under section 1301.19. Before
maki ng the deposit, the State Treasurer shall record the name
and | ast known address of each person appearing fromthe

hol ders' reports to be entitled to the property and of the name
and | ast known address of each insured person or annuitant, and
with respect to each policy or contract listed in the report of
an insurer, its nunber, the name of the insurer and the anount
due. The record with respect to any specific claimshall be
avai lable to the claimant at all regular business hours.

(a.1) (1) On or before the thirtieth day of June, all of

the funds recei ved under cl ause (6) of section 1301.9 shal

forthwith be deposited annually by the State Treasurer in the

Crine Victins' Conpensati on Fund.

(2) O these funds, the State Treasurer shall transfer five

per centumin a special fund hereby established in the State

Treasury to be designated the Ri ghtful Owmers' O ai ns Paynent

Fund fromwhich the State Treasurer shall nmke rei nbursenents

and pronpt paynments of clains for funds recei ved under cl ause

(6) of section 1301.9 duly all owed as provided by this act.

(3) If at any tinme the State Treasurer deternm nes that there
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are insufficient funds in the Ri ghtful Owmers' d ai ns Paynent

Fund to pay all clains duly all owed by the State Treasurer or by

order of a court of lawto be paid, the State Treasurer shal

withdraw fromthe Crine Victins' Conpensati on Fund an anount

sufficient to pay such clainms, and need only notify the

admi ni strators of the Crine Victins' Conpensati on Fund as to

when and what anount shall be w t hdr awn.

(4) |1f, however, the R ghtful Omers' d ains Payment Fund

has sufficient funds to satisfy all clains duly all owed by the

State Treasurer or by order of a court of lawto be paid

t hr oughout the twelve (12) nonth period i medi ately foll ow ng

t he annual deposit by the State Treasurer in the Crine Victins'

Conpensati on Fund, the remai ni ng bal ance, if any, of the five

per centumtransferred by the State Treasurer during the

precedi ng year shall be transferred to the Crine Victins'

Conpensati on Fund.

(5) Before making the deposit in the Crine Victins'

Conpensati on Fund and the R ghtful Omers' d ai ns Paynent Fund,

the State Treasurer shall record the nane and | ast known address

of each person appearing fromthe holders' reports to be

entitled to the property. The record with respect to any

specific claimshall be available to the claimant at all requl ar

busi ness hours.

(6) Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of this subsection,

the State Treasurer shall make rei nbursenents and pronpt paynent

of clains for funds recei ved under clause (6) of section 1301.9

first under clause (2) of this section and then from ot her

avai | abl e sources as provided by this act.

(b) The General Assenbly shall annually appropriate to the

State Treasurer such funds as it deens necessary and appropriate
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1 to administer this article.

2 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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