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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 846 %

| NTRODUCED BY HERMAN, BROWNE, CRElI GHTON, FLEAGLE, R. M LLER
Bl SHOP, ARGALL, BARRAR, DALEY, DeLUCA, DeWEESE, FREEMAN,
GEl ST, GERGELY, G NGRI CH, HALUSKA, HENNESSEY, HORSEY, JAMES
LEWS, MELI O RAYMOND, RElICHLEY, SATHER, SEMVEL, SOLOBAY
STERN, E. Z. TAYLOR, Tl GUE, TURZAI, WASH NGION AND
YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 11, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 11, 2003

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

[ T N Y S ST
o o0 A W N R O

AN ACT
Requiring institutions of higher education to report graduation
statistics; conferring powers and inposing duties on the
Depart ment of Education; and inposing penalties.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Higher
Educati on Graduation Statistics Reporting Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.
"Cohort." A group of full-tinme baccal aureate degree-seeking

students who enter an institution during the fall termof a
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gi ven year

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Graduation rate." The quotient, expressed as a percentage,
obtai ned by dividing the total nunmber of students who conpl eted
their degree within the normal tinme to conpletion by the sum of
the total nunber of students who were seeking a bachelor's or
equi val ent degree upon entry and were expected to graduate
within the normal tinme to conpletion mnus the total nunber of
student s who:

(1) Transferred to other degree-granting institutions.

(2) Left school to serve with a foreign aid service of
t he Federal Government.

(3) Becane deceased or disabl ed.

(4) Left school to serve on an official church m ssion.

(5) Left school to serve in the arnmed forces of the

United States.

"Institution.” Any college or university authorized to grant
baccal aureate degrees in this Commonweal th which receives a
direct State appropriation or an indirect appropriation through
t he Departnent of Education or the Pennsyl vania H gher Education
Assi st ance Agency.

“"Normal tinme to conpletion.”™ The anmount of tinme necessary
for a full-time student to conplete all the requirenents for a
baccal aureat e degree according to the institution's catal og.

"Pennsyl vani a resident graduation rate." The quotient,
expressed as a percentage, obtained by dividing the nunber of
resi dent students who conplete their degree within the nornal
time to conpletion by the sum of the nunber of resident students

who were seeking a bachelor's or equival ent degree upon entry
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and were expected to graduate within the normal tinme to
conpl eti on m nus the nunber of resident students who:

(1) Transferred to other degree-granting institutions.

(2) Left school to serve with a foreign aid service of
t he Federal Government.

(3) Becane deceased or disabl ed.

(4) Left school to serve on an official church m ssion.

(5) Left school to serve in the arnmed forces of the
United States.

"Resi dent student." A student whose pernanent address at the
time of application to an institution is within this
Conmonweal t h.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Comonweal th.
Section 3. Reporting requirenents.

(a) GCeneral rule.--On an annual basis, no |later than August
31, institutions shall report the following infornmation to the
depart nment:

(1) The total nunber of students and resident students
who will graduate within the normal tinme to conpletion

(2) The total nunber of students and resident students
who were seeking a bachelor's or equival ent degree upon entry
and were expected to graduate within the normal tinme to
conpl eti on.

(3) The total nunber of students and resident students
who entered as freshnmen and transferred to other degree-
granting institutions.

(4) The total nunber of students and resident students
who | eft school to serve with a foreign aid service of the
Federal Governnent.

(5) The total nunber of students and resident students
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who becane deceased or disabl ed.

(6) The total nunber of students and resident students
who | eft school to serve on an official church m ssion.

(7) The total nunber of students and resident students
who | eft school to serve in the arnmed forces of the United
St at es.

(8) The total nunber of students and resident students
who graduated up to one year beyond the normal tinme to
conpl eti on.

(9) The total nunber of students and resident students
who graduated fromone to two years beyond the normal tinme to
conpl eti on.

(10) The total nunber of students and resident students
who graduated fromtwo to three years beyond the normal tine
to conpl etion.

(b) Basis of information.--The information reported nust be
based on the cohort of students whose normal tinme to conpletion
woul d result after the conclusion of an institution's spring
term
Section 4. Penalties for failure to report.

The secretary may w thhol d appropriations to any institution
that fails to conply with the reporting provisions contained in
section 3 and direct the agency to wi thhold funds. The agency
shall be bound by the secretary's determ nation.

Section 5. Duties of departnent.

On an annual basis, no later than May 31, the depart nment
shall establish a formfor institutions to report the
i nformati on required under section 3 and forward the formto the
institutions, via nmail or electronically.

Section 6. Report.
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1 On an annual basis, no |ater than Novenber 31, the secretary
2 shall submt a report to the General Assenbly detailing the

3 information collected under section 3 and the graduation rate

4 and the Pennsyl vani a resident graduation rate at each

5 institution.

6 Section 7. Regulations.

7 The departnent may pronul gate rules and regul ations to

8 admnister and enforce this act.

9 Section 8. Effective date.
10 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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