PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 763 PRINTER S NO. 2747

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 657 5%

| NTRODUCED BY MAJOR, PICKETT, BUNT, ALLEN, BAKER, BARD, BASTI AN,
BENNI NGHOFF, CAPPELLI, CAWEY, Cl VERA, CRUZ, DALEY, FICHTER
GEl ST, GRUCELA, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HORSEY, LEH, LEWS,
R M LLER, PETRARCA, PH LLIPS, SCAVELLO, STEIL, STERN
E. Z. TAYLOR TIGUE, WASH NGTON, WATSON, WLT AND YOUNGBLOCD
MARCH 4, 2003

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 9, 2003
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 19, 1974 (P.L.973, No.319),
entitled "An act prescribing the procedure under which an
owner may have | and devoted to agricultural use, agricultural
reserve use, or forest reserve use, valued for tax purposes
at the value it has for such uses, and providing for
reassessnment and certain interest paynents when such land is
applied to other uses and making editorial changes," deleting
certain provisions relating to farnstead | and.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "forest reserve" in section 2
of the act of Decenber 19, 1974 (P.L.973, No.319), known as the
Pennsyl vani a Farm and and Forest Land Assessnent Act of 1974,
anended Decenber 21, 1998 (P.L.1225, No.156), is anmended to
read:

Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act, the foll ow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings ascribed to themin

this section unless the context obviously otherw se requires:
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"Forest reserve."” Land, ten acres or nore, stocked by forest
trees of any size and capabl e of producing tinber or other wood

products. [The termincludes farnmstead | and on the tract.]
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SECTION 2. SECTION 4.2 OF THE ACT, ADDED DECEMBER 21, 1998
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(P.L.1225, NO 156), IS AMENDED TO READ:
30 Section 4.2. Responsibilities of County Assessor in
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Est abli shing Use Val ues.--(a) For each application for
preferential assessnment, the county assessor shall establish a

total use value for land in agricultural use, including

farnstead | and, and FOR LAND I N agricultural reserve[, including <—

farmstead | and,] by considering avail abl e evidence of the
capability of the land for its particular use utilizing the
USDA- NRCS Agricultural Land Capability Cassification system and
ot her information avail abl e from USDA- ERS, The Pennsyl vani a
State University and the Pennsylvania Agricultural Statistics
Service. Contributory value of farm buildings shall be used.

(b) For each application for preferential assessnent, the
county assessor shall establish a total use value for land in
forest reserve[, including farnstead | and,] by considering
avai |l abl e evi dence of capability of the land for its particular
use. Contributory value of farm buil dings shall be used.

(c) A county assessor may establish use values which are
| ess than the val ues provided by the departnment under section
4.1, but lesser values shall be applied uniformy to all land in
the county eligible for preferential assessnent.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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