PRINTER S NO. /25

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 624 5%

| NTRODUCED BY BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BI SHOP, BROME,
BUXTON, CAPPELLI, CAWEY, C VERA, CORRI GAN, COSTA, COY, CRUZ,
CURRY, DeWEESE, EACHUS, D. EVANS, GEORGE, GOCDMVAN, GORDNER
HARHAI , JAMES, JOSEPHS, LEVDANSKY, MANDERI NO, MNMANN, M CALL
Pl STELLA, ROONEY, STABACK, STURLA, TANGRETTI, THOVAS, TI GUE
TRUE, WASHI NGTON AND YOUNGBLOCOD, MARCH 3, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MARCH 3, 2003

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct of the

3 executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several admnistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 comm ssions shall be determ ned," establishing the
21 Pennsyl vani a Conm ssi on for Wnen.

22 WHEREAS, Over 50% of the popul ation of Pennsylvania is
23 female; and
24 WHEREAS, The need for a strong advocate for the rights of

25 wornen in all areas of the Commonwealth is no | ess today than it
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was upon creation of the Pennsylvania Comm ssion for Wnen
initially; and

VWHEREAS, Further neasures should be taken to increase State
efforts to ensure that wonen have full and equal opportunity to
serve in every capacity as citizens of the Commonwealth, free of
gender discrimnation; and

WHEREAS, Wnen nust be educated to represent and protect
t hensel ves, their famlies and their children in Pennsylvani a.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known
as The Admi nistrative Code of 1929, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 309. Pennsyl vani a Conm ssion for Wonen.--(a) The

Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion for Wonen i s hereby established within

the Governor's Ofice to performthe foll owi ng duti es and

functi ons:

(1) Monitor wonen's educati onal and enpl oynent needs and

opportunities.

(2) Pronpte job trai ning, educational prograns and upward

mobility for wonen.

(3) Encourage the devel opnent of and access to fundi ng for

smal | busi ness enterprises owned or operated by wonen.

(4) Pronpte wonen for appointed positions in State

Governnent, the judicial system and | ocal governnent.

(5) |Issue a biennial report on prograns affecti ng women t hat

are adm ni stered by State agenci es.

(6) |Issue a biennial report on new State | aws affecting

(7)) Serve as a l|liaison between governnment and
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nongover nnent al groups and organi zati ons whose purposes rel ate

to the interests of wonen

(8) Assist wonen's groups to institute |local self-help

activities designed to neet educati onal, enpl oynment and rel at ed

(9) Serve as a data bank for coll ecting and di ssem nati ng

i nformati on, using the Internet and other current technol ogi es.

(10) Hold public hearings, informal hearings, neetings with

advi sory groups and conferences reqgarding any matter related to

t he acconpli shnent of its purposes.

(11) Propose |legislation with the assi stance of the General

(12) Provide an annual report and reconmmendati ons for action

to the Governor and to the General Assenbly.

(13) Performany other functions that it shall deem

appropriate in furtherance of these responsibilities.

(b)Y The conm ssion shall consist of seventeen (17) menbers

to be appointed by the Governor. The Majority and Mnority

Leader of the Senate and the Majority and Mnority Leader of the

House of Representatives shall each provide a list to the

Governor of four candi dates and the Governor shall appoint two

menbers of the comm ssion fromeach |list. The nenbers shall, to

the extent practicable, represent diverse geographic, racial and

ethnic groups and shall have expertise in such fields as agi ng,

health care, business, education, agriculture, public welfare,

child care, insurance and finance, |abor and correcti ons. At

| east half of the conmi ssioners shall be fenmle. The Governor

shall, in consultation with the conni ssi on nenbers, desi gnate

one conmi Ssi on nmenber to serve as chai rperson and one conni SSi on

menber to serve as Vi ce-chai rperson. The chai rperson and vi ce-
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chai rperson shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor. The

Governor shall, in consultation with the conm ssi on nenbers,

appoi nt an Executive Director of the conm ssion who will serve

at the pleasure of the Governor. The executive director shal

report to the Governor and shall assist the conm ssi on nenbers

in inplenenting the purposes of this section. The executive

director shall, with the approval of the Governor, enpl oy such

ot her persons as needed for the proper adninistration of the

conmi ssi on.

(c) Menbers shall be appointed for terns of two (2) vyears.

Al nmenbers shall serve at the pl easure of the Governor. Should

a vacancy occur on the conm ssion due to resignation, disability

or death of a nmenber, the CGovernor shall appoint a successor as

expedi ti ously as possi bl e and the successor shall serve the

durati on of the unexpired term A successor So appoi nted nay

thereafter be reappointed.

(d) Menbers of the conmi ssion shall receive no conpensati on

for their service except that such nenbers may be rei nbursed for

actual travel and rel ated expenses in accordance with

Commpnweal th policy.

(e) To inplenent the purpose of this section, the conmm ssion

may request and receive fromany departnent, division, board,

bur eau, conmi ssion or any other agency of the State or any

political subdivision thereof or public authority, such

cooperati on, assistance, informati on and data needed to properly

carry out its powers and duti es.

(f) The Ofice of the Budget shall establish within the

CGCeneral Fund a restricted account for the deposit of qgifts and

pri vate donations received fromthird parties for use by the

conmi ssi on.
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(g) The conm ssion shall neet quarterly and a mapjority of

the conm ssioners serving at any tine shall constitute a quorum

In additi on, the comm ssion nay hol d public hearings to eval uate

the effecti veness of Commpbnweal th servi ces and prograns to

subcommi ttees and rul es and procedures for the effective

i npl enentation of its functions consistent with this section.

1
2
3
4
5 female residents. The commission is authorized to establish
6
7
8

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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