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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 582 %%

| NTRODUCED BY McGEEHAN, CORRI GAN, COY, CRElI GHTQON, DeLUCA,
FI CHTER, GRUCELA, HARHAI, LAUGHLI N, LEDERER, LEVDANSKY,
MARKGOSEK, MELI O, O BRI EN, PI STELLA, ROONEY, STABACK,
R STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR AND WANSACZ, MARCH 3, 2003

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 3, 2003
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for offenses relating to
theft of governnent information and identifying docunents;
and further providing for the offense of bribery.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

8 3935. Theft of confidential governnent information.

A person commits a felony of the third degree if, being an

officer or enpl oyee of the Commonweal th or any political

subdi vision, he sells or offers for sale any identifying

informati on, as defined in section 4120(f) (relating to identity

theft), to which he gained access in the scope of his official

duti es or enpl oynent.

8 4121. Trafficking in identity docunments.

(a) Ofense defined.--A person commts the of fense of

trafficking in identity docunments if he sells or offers to sel
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any fal se or genuine certificate of birth, fetal death, death or

marri age. This section shall not apply to an enpl oyee of the

Commpnweal th or a political subdivision acting within the scope

of his enploynment in providing the public with genui ne and

of ficial documents.

(b) Separate offenses.--Each tine a person sells or offers

to sell a docunent in violation of subsection (a) constitutes a

separate offense under this section.

(c) Gading.--The offenses shall be graded as fol |l ows:

(1) A first offense under this section is a fel ony of

the third degree, and a second or subsequent offense under

this section is a felony of the second degree.

(2) When a person conmits an of fense under subsecti on

(a) and the victimof the offense is 60 years of age or

older, the grading of the of fense shall be one grade hi gher

t han specified in paragraph (1).

(d) Concurrent jurisdiction to prosecute.--In addition to

the authority conferred upon the Attorney CGeneral by the act of

Cct ober 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), known as the Commpbnweal t h

Attorneys Act, the Attorney General shall have the authority to

i nvestigate and to institute crimnal proceedi ngs for any

violation of this section or any series of such viol ati ons

i nvol ving nore than one county of this Conmobnweal th or anot her

state. No person charged with a violation of this section by the

Attorney General shall have standing to chall enge the authority

of the Attorney General to investigate or prosecute the case,

and if any such challenge is made, the chal |l enge shall be

di smi ssed and no relief shall be nade available in the courts of

this Commonwealth to the person naki ng the chal |l enge.

Section 2. Section 4701 of Title 18 is anended to read:
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8§ 4701. Bribery in official and political matters.

(a) Ofenses defined.--A person is guilty of bribery, a
felony of the third degree, if he offers, confers or agrees to
confer upon another, or solicits, accepts or agrees to accept
from anot her

(1) any pecuniary benefit as consideration for the
deci si on, opinion, reconmendation, vote or other exercise of
di scretion as a public servant, party official or voter by
t he recipient;

(2) any benefit as consideration for the decision, vote,
recommendati on or other exercise of official discretion by
the recipient in a judicial, admnistrative or |egislative
proceedi ng; [or]

(3) any benefit as consideration for a violation of a
known | egal duty as public servant or party official[.]; or

(4) any benefit as consideration for the i ssuance of a

license or pernmt for which the person seeking the |icense or

permit is known not to have net all of the qualifications.

(b) Defenses prohibited.--It is no defense to prosecution
under this section that a person whomthe actor sought to
i nfluence was not qualified to act in the desired way whet her
because he had not yet assuned office, had left office, or
| acked jurisdiction, or for any other reason.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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