PRINTER S NO. 625

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL

NoO.

53 1 Session of
2003

| NTRODUCED BY PI STELLA, BEBKO-JONES, CAPPELLI, CASORI O CRUZ
GEl ST, KELLER, PALLONE, READSHAW ROONEY, SHANER, SOLOBAY AND

WALKO, FEBRUARY 26, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 26, 2003
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AN ACT

Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol i dat ed St at ut es,

act

defining the offense of crimnal gang

ivity; and inposing penalties.

The General Assenbly of

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 18 of

t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a

t he Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 2717. Crimnal gang activity.

(a)

O fense defined. --A person who knowi ngly or

intentionally actively participates in a crinmnal gang conmits

crimnal gang activity.

(b)

Gradi ng. --Cri m nal

gang activity constitutes a:

a f

(1) M sdeneanor of

the first degree when the offense is

irst offense.

(2) Felony of the t

hird deqree when the offense is a

second or subsequent offense.

(c)

Definition.--As used in this section, the term"crim nal

qanqu

means a group with at

| east five nenbers that




specifically:

(1) pronptes, sponsors, assists or participates in; or

(2) requires as a condition of nenbership or conti nued

menber shi p;

commtted by an adult or an of fense under section 2701 (rel ating

to sinple assault).
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5 the conmission of a felony or an act that would be a felony if
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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