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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 475 %"

| NTRODUCED BY CLYMER, ADOLPH, BARD, BI RVELIN, CAWEY, COLEMAN,
CREI GHTQON, DAI LEY, DALEY, EGCOLF, FAI RCH LD, GABI G GEI ST,
G LLESPI E, HASAY, HERSHEY, LEH, LEWS, MACKERETH, Ml LH NNEY,
METCALFE, R MLLER S. MLLER REED, ROHRER, RCSS, RUBLEY,
SATHER, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SCHRODER, STEIL, STERN
R STEVENSON, TI GUE, TRUE, TURZAI, WATSON, WRI GHT, YOUNGBLOOD
AND HI CKERNELL, FEBRUARY 25, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 25, 2003
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, providing for Iimtation of danages in
nmedi cal mal practi ce.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That section 18 of Article Il be anmended to read:

§ 18. Conpensation laws allowed to CGeneral Assenbly.

(a) The General Assenbly may enact |laws requiring the
paynent by enpl oyers, or enployers and enpl oyees jointly, of
reasonabl e conpensation for injuries to enployees arising in the
course of their enploynent, and for occupational diseases of

enpl oyees, whet her or not such injuries or diseases result in

deat h, and regardl ess of fault of enployer or enployee, and
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fixing the basis of ascertai nment of such conpensation and the
maxi mum and mnimumlimts thereof, and providing special or
general renedies for the collection thereof[; but in].

(b)Y The General Assenbly nmay enact laws liniting the anount

of danmges for pain and suffering in actions arising out of

medi cal nml practi ce.

(c) In no other cases shall the General Assenbly Iimt the
anount to be recovered for injuries resulting in death, or for
injuries to persons or property, and in case of death from such
injuries, the right of action shall survive, and the General
Assenbly shall prescribe for whose benefit such actions shall be
pr osecut ed.

(d) No act shall prescribe any limtations of tine within
whi ch suits may be brought agai nst corporations for injuries to
persons or property, or for other causes different fromthose
fixed by general |aws regul ati ng acti ons agai nst natural
persons, and such acts now existing are avoi ded.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenments of section 1 of Article
XI of the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of
the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
this proposed constitutional anendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the

advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article XI of the
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Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first
primary, general or nunicipal election which neets the
requirenents of and is in conformance with section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsyl vania and which occurs at | east
three nonths after the proposed constitutional anendnent is

passed by the General Assenbly.
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