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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 474 ="

I NTRODUCED BY BI SHOP, YOUNGBLOOD, THOVAS, GRUCELA, READSHAW
CRUZ, SOLOBAY, STABACK, MELIO, HARHAI, WATERS, BELFANTI
TI GUE, JAMES, PISTELLA, KIRKLAND, TANGRETTI, WASHI NGTON AND
McGEEHAN, FEBRUARY 25, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 25, 2003

~ » (3] ~ WN -

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, further providing for endangeri ng
wel fare of children.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 4304(a) of Title 18 of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
8§ 4304. Endangering welfare of children.
(a) Ofense defined.--
(1) A parent, guardian, or other person supervising the
wel fare of a child under 18 years of age commits an of fense
if he know ngly endangers the welfare of the child by

violating a duty of care, protection or support.

(2) A parent or guardian of a child conmmts an of fense

if the parent or guardi an, after bei ng di agnosed by a

physi ci an as havi ng a cheni cal dependence, refuses treatnent

for the chem cal dependence. For purposes of this paragraph,




treat nent i ncl udes:

(i) voluntary commtnent to a facility for treatnent

for at | east 72 hours; and

(ii) outpatient treatnent for at | east 18 nonths.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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