PRINTER S NO. 506

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 428 %%

| NTRODUCED BY WOINAROSKI, GEI ST, CAPPELLI, D. EVANS, COY,
ROONEY, WALKO, CAWLEY, BUNT, SHANER, WANSACZ, MG LL, GABI G
GOCDVAN, GEORGE, KELLER, DALEY, GRUCELA, CREIGHTON, B. SM TH,
SCAVELLO, MAI TLAND, BEBKO- JONES, STABACK, J. TAYLOR,
LEVDANSKY, CRUZ, SOLOBAY, YOUNGBLOCOD, SATHER, MELI O ROBERTS,
LAUGHLI N, PI STELLA, CRAHALLA AND COSTA, FEBRUARY 25, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 25, 2003
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AN ACT
Designating the polka as the official dance of Pennsylvani a; and
designating the square dance as the official American folk
dance of Pennsyl vani a.
WHEREAS, The pol ka has becone an inportant part of 20th
century American and Pennsyl vania cul ture; and
WHEREAS, The polka is a product of the mllions of Eastern
European imm grants that mgrated to Pennsyl vani a; and
WHEREAS, The pol ka has been a popul ar dance and form of
cul tural expression in Pennsylvania since the 1920's; and
WHEREAS, The "Pittsburgh Pol ka" hel ped i nspire western
Pennsyl vania's own Pittsburgh Steelers to win four NFL Super
Bow s in the 1970's; and
WHEREAS, The "Pennsyl vani a Pol ka" is one of the nost well -
known pol kas heard throughout the United States; and

WHEREAS, The pol ka conti nues to be an inportant aspect of

Pol i sh- Amreri can and ot her Eastern European cul tures; and
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WHEREAS, The pol ka remai ns a popul ar dance and entertai nment
formanong the citizens of this Commonweal th today; and

WHEREAS, Square dance is in itself representative of the
nmel ti ng pot of our nation having been brought to this country by
our pioneers; and

WHEREAS, The ancestry of Anerican square dance can be traced
as far back as 1450, as shown by its geneal ogical history, and
i ncludes a nultitude of dance forns from Engl and, Gernany,
Pol and, Irel and, Scotland and Mexico; and

WHEREAS, Records in Anmerican history from 1651 show Aneri can
squar e dance has been danced through the years dating back to
the days of our first settlers; and

WHEREAS, Square dance offers fun and fellowship to both young
and old as well as the handi capped, with no restrictions as to
race, color or creed; and

WHEREAS, Due to the popularity of Anerican square dance,
square dance federations have been fornmed in every state in the
United States and in nost foreign countries; and

WHEREAS, Square dance is the American fol k dance which
i ncl udes squares, rounds, contra, clogging, country western and
I i ne danci ng; and

WHEREAS, Since 1951 square dance ent husi asts have | oi ned
together for a National Square and Round Dance Convention; and

WHEREAS, Since 1994 the Pennsyl vani a Square and Round Dance
Federati on has sponsored annual State Square and Round Dance
Conventions in this Commonweal t h.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Designation of official dance of Pennsyl vani a.

The pol ka is hereby sel ected, designated and adopted in
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perpetuity as the official dance of this Commonweal th and added

to the array of official synmbols of our Commonweal t h.

Section 2. Designation of official American fol k dance of
Pennsyl vani a.

The square dance is hereby sel ected, designated and adopted
in perpetuity as the official Anerican folk dance of this
Commonweal th and added to the array of synbols of our
Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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