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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 124 55

| NTRODUCED BY BRI GHTBI LL, JUBELI RER, ARMSTRONG BELL, CONTI
CORVAN, DENT, EARLL, ERICKSON, GERLACH, GREENLEAF, HELFRI CK,
HOLL, LEMMOND, MADI GAN, MOWERY, MJRPHY, ORI E, PI CCOLA, PUNT,
RHOADES, ROBBI NS, SCARNATI, THOWPSON, TOM.I NSON, WAUGH
VENGER, D. VHHTE AND M WH TE, OCTOBER 2, 2001

I NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, OCTOBER 2, 2001
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A RESCLUTI ON

Commenor ati ng and honoring the efforts, acconplishnents and
achi evenents of Governor Thomas J. Ridge.

WHEREAS, Due to the Septenmber 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on
the United States and her people, the President of the United
States, George W Bush, has called upon our Governor, Thomas J.
Ri dge, to defend our nation as the head of the O fice of
Honel and Security; and

WHEREAS, Governor Ridge nust heed a call to serve our country
that results in Pennsylvania' s |oss but the nation's gain; and

WHEREAS, Bound by a sense of duty that knows no personal
sacrifice too great for one's nation, Governor Ridge is
resi gni ng as Governor; and

WHEREAS, Hi s past experiences and service make CGovernor R dge
the right person to assunme such an inportant task at this
crucial time; and

WHEREAS, CGovernor Ridge has a daunting task involving the
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coordi nation of activities by nore than 60 vastly divergent
agenci es, bureaus and departnments in the fight against
terrorism and

WHEREAS, His many skills and talents will be challenged as at
no tinme in the past as Governor R dge works to formthese
entities into a coordinated national security organization; and

WHEREAS, Governor Ridge is a native Pennsyl vani an who was
born in Munhall, an area of Pittsburgh, and raised in Erie; and

WHEREAS, He received a scholarship to Harvard University and
graduated wi th honors; and

WHEREAS, Governor Ridge first served his country during
mlitary service in Vietnam receiving decorations for bravery
and val or; and

VHEREAS, He returned hone from Vi etnam and fi ni shed | aw
school at the Dickinson School of Law, and

WHEREAS, Governor Ridge served his honetown of Erie as an
assistant district attorney; and

VHEREAS, I n 1982 he becane the first enlisted man who served
in Vietnamto be elected to the Congress of the United States,
and he ably served his constituents for 12 years as a Republican
in a heavily Denocratic district; and

WHEREAS, Governor Ridge left Erie to serve all of
Pennsyl vani a when he was el ected Governor in 1994; and

WHEREAS, Governor Ridge was handily reelected in 1998 with
57% of the vote in a four-way race, a percentage that was the
hi ghest for a Republican governor in Pennsylvania in nore than
half a century, and his 780, 000-vote victory margin was the
| argest for a Republican governor in Pennsylvania history; and

WHEREAS, As CGovernor he endeavored to revitalize the econony

of Pennsylvani a by creating hundreds of thousands of new job
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opportunities and cutting taxes for seven straight years, every
year of his adm nistration; and

WHEREAS, In May 2000 Governor Ridge signed the |argest tax
cut in Pennsylvania history, anounting to nearly $775 mllion;
and

WHEREAS, Hi s | egislative acconplishnents are varied and have
had a direct inpact on making the lives of Pennsylvania's
citizens better; and

WHEREAS, These acconplishments include overhauling the
wor kers' conpensation system reform ng Pennsylvania's welfare
program bringing nuch-needed i nprovenents to our hi ghway system
and pushing through tough anticrime neasures during his first
nonths in office; and

WHEREAS, Since 1995, Pennsylvania famlies and enpl oyers have
saved nearly $15 billion through tax cuts, workers' conpensation
reform reduced red tape and electric conpetition; and

WHEREAS, Under Governor Ridge's dynam c | eadership our
Commonweal th has one of the nost conpetitive utility markets,
wi th Pennsyl vania becom ng the first state to enabl e consuners
to shop conpetitively for both electricity and natural gas and
bei ng nanmed the nunber one state for electric deregul ation; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania's tax-free Keystone Qpportunity Zones
wer e nanmed the best statew de econom c-devel opnent strategy in
t he nation; and

WHEREAS, Governor Ridge signed the nation's first nodel
el ectronic comrerce | aw, and

WHEREAS, CGovernor Ridge elimnated the State tax on conputer
services and created a first-in-the-nation "Tax-Free PC'
hol i day, thereby closing Pennsylvania's digital divide; and

WHEREAS, In May 2000 Governor Ridge signed into |aw the
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Educati on Enpowernment Act to help nore than a quarter-mllion
kids in Pennsylvania' s | owest-performng schools; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania's children are the beneficiaries of his
bold vision for education; and

WHEREAS, CGovernor Ridge won passage of charter public
school s, alternative education for disruptive students,
pr of essi onal devel opnent for teachers and new standards
requiring future teachers to earn higher grades in nore
demandi ng courses; and

VWHEREAS, He nade a historic $125 mllion investment to
i nprove readi ng proficiency and upgrade |ibraries and invested
nore than $200 million in education technol ogy, increasing State
support of Pennsylvania public schools at nearly twice the rate
of inflation; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania al so has becone a national |eader in
devel opi ng a new environnental partnership, and Governor R dge's
common- sense Land Recycling Programis a national nodel; and

WHEREAS, There are new busi nesses with nore than 20, 000
peopl e working in productive jobs on nearly 800 fornerly
abandoned industrial sites, and in 1999 Governor Ri dge won
passage of "Gowing Geener"” |egislation to nmake Pennsylvania's
| argest environnental investnent ever, nearly $650 mllion; and

WHEREAS, I n 2000 Governor Ridge won his "Growi ng Snmarter”
| and-use plan to give communities new | and-use tools to control
sprawl while still respecting private property rights; and

WHEREAS, Mbre than 100, 000 children now get free or | ow cost
heal th care through Pennsylvania' s nationally recognized
Children's Health Insurance Program a 145% i ncrease since
Governor Ridge took office in 1995; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania's welfare rolls are at their |owest in
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1 three decades, and since Governor Ridge and the General Assenbly
2 nmade sweeping changes to the State's welfare systemin 1996,

3 nore than 210,000 famlies have left the welfare rolls and have
4 becone gainfully enployed; and

5 WHEREAS, Governor Ridge directed the noney fromthe

6 negotiated tobacco settlenent towards serving our nost vital

7 health care needs, thus placing us in a sound position for this
8 critical aspect of Pennsylvania's future; therefore be it

9 RESCLVED, That the Senate, together with the citizens of

10 Pennsyl vani a, recogni ze and | aud Governor Thomas J. Ridge for
11 his bold | eadership and express profound gratitude to himfor
12 nmaking Pennsylvania a better place in which to live and rai se
13 our famlies; and be it further

14 RESCLVED, That the Senate congratul ate Governor Ridge on his
15 new mssion as Director of the Ofice of Honmeland Security and
16 wish himwell as he works to keep the United States safe.
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