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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 121 %5

| NTRODUCED BY PI CCOLA, BRI GHTBI LL, KUKOVI CH, BOSCCOLA, THOVPSON
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OCTOBER 1, 2001
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng Cctober 2001 as "Rett Syndronme Awareness Month" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Rett syndronme is a neurol ogical disorder that occurs
al nost exclusively in girls in approxinately one in every 10, 000
births; and

WHEREAS, A child with Rett syndrone has an early period of
apparently nornmal devel opnent until six to 18 nonths of age and
then | oses or never devel ops verbal comunication skills and
pur poseful use of hands, may have difficulty wal king, breathing
and eating and may suffer seizures; and

WHEREAS, Rett syndrone is a fairly new di sorder which was
first noted in Europe in the 1960's and di scovered in the United
States in 1983; and

WHEREAS, In 1999, the cause of Rett syndrone was identified
as a defect in the MECP gene on the X chronpbsone; and

VWHEREAS, There are nedi cal doctors who have little or no

know edge of this disorder; and
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WHEREAS, Rett syndrone is undi agnosed or nost often
m sdi agnosed as autism cerebral pal sy or nonspecific
devel opnent al del ay, thus preventing many famlies from
utilizing disability assistance prograns; and

WHEREAS, Wth accurate diagnosis of Rett syndrome, the inpact
can be | essened by therapies designed to inprove conmunication
skills and sl ow the progression of notor disturbances; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate designate the nonth of October 2001

as "Rett Syndronme Awareness Month" in Pennsyl vani a.
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