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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 7/  *5%5”

| NTRODUCED BY KASUNI C, MELLOW O PAKE, WAGNER, MJSTO, STOUT,
FUMO, WOZNI AK, COSTA, HUGHES, BODACK, KUKOVI CH, LAVALLE,
BOSCOLA, LOGAN, KITCHEN, SCHWARTZ, STACK, TARTAGLI ONE AND
WLLI AMS, NAY 24, 2001

REFERRED TO ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, MAY 24, 2001
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A RESCLUTI ON

Urging the Governor to reestablish the Pennsyl vani a Energy
Ofice.

WHEREAS, Traditionally, residents of Pennsylvania have al ways
been | arge consuners of petrol eum products; and

WHEREAS, Even with the increased use of alternative energy
sources, oil is used as a heating source for over 1 mllion
hones in this Comonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani ans experienced mld w nter tenperatures
during the precedi ng decade and were unprepared for the
unusual |y cold tenperatures encountered this past w nter; and

WHEREAS, The unusually cold winter conbined with the
reduction in the production of oil by foreign petrol eum
suppl i ers has caused hone heating oil prices to increase
dramatically since the fall, alnost tripling in price; and

WHEREAS, The continued rise in oil prices has affected the
price of other petroleumdistillates; and

WHEREAS, The cost of diesel fuel has increased drastically,
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causing a disruption in the trucking industry which will lead to
i ncreased cost to consuners for all goods in the marketpl ace;
and

WHEREAS, It is predicted that gasoline prices may rise to
$3.00 a gallon by the sunmer; and

WHEREAS, In 1974, in response to the oil enbargo, the
Governor's Energy Council was established; and

WHEREAS, The council was replaced in 1987 by the Pennsyl vani a
Energy O fice as an agency under the direction of the Governor
and chaired by the Lieutenant Governor; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vania Energy O fice and its predecessor,
t he Governor's Energy Council, were established to provide
resources and information on energy and energy alternatives and
were al so responsible for nonitoring supplies of petrol eum
products; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Energy O fice was di sbanded in 1995
by Governor Thomas J. Ridge through Executive O der 1995-4; and

WHEREAS, The responsibilities of the Pennsylvani a Energy
O fice have been fragnented and assigned to several agencies,
i ncludi ng the Departnent of Environnmental Protection, the
Governor's Policy Ofice and the Pennsyl vani a Energency
Managenent Agency (PEMA); and

WHEREAS, |n Executive Order 1995-4, CGovernor Ridge authorized
PEMA, chaired by Lieutenant Governor Mark Schwei ker, to assune
the responsibility for nonitoring supplies of petroleum products
in order to protect the health and safety of Pennsyl vania
citizens and to prevent the interruption of supplies of
pet rol eum products; and

WHEREAS, PEMA has failed to nonitor the supplies of petrol eum

products and to provide any forecast on a shortage of the oil
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supply or increase in oil prices to the consuners of

Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, Interruptions in the supply of petrol eum products to

Pennsyl vani a residents have occurred in the past and may occur

again in the future; and

WHEREAS, A central office is needed to provide information on

energy supplies and alternative resources in order to prevent
interruptions in petrol eum supplies; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Energy O fice proved to be an
efficient and effective resource in providing such informtion
which is vital to the health and welfare of the citizens of
Pennsyl vani a; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate recognize the need for a central
office to inplenment energy prograns which have | ong-term
positive inmpacts on the Commonwealth and its residents; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the Senate urge Governor Thomas J. Ridge to
use the executive power granted to himby the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania and the laws of this Commonweal th to reestablish
t he Pennsyl vania Energy Office, with all the duties and
responsi bilities enpowered to the office prior to its 1995
di sbandi ng; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to

t he Governor and the Lieutenant Governor
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