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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 48 %5

| NTRODUCED BY STQUT, MADI GAN, M WHI TE, BOSCOLA, TARTAGLI ONE,
COSTA, HUGHES, KI TCHEN, WOZNI AK, LAVALLE, BODACK, O PAKE
KUKOVI CH, MJUSTO, EARLL, RHOADES, KASUNI C, STACK AND SCHWARTZ,
APRIL 12, 2001

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON, APRIL 12, 2001
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A RESOLUTI ON
Recogni zing that the existing level of interstate and intrastate
hi gh- speed and conventi onal passenger and conmuter rai
services offered throughout this Commonweal th restricts
econoni ¢ devel opnent, hinders the traveling public and
degrades Pennsylvani a's natural resources; and calling for
the cooperative efforts of the Governor, the General
Assenbly, Antrak and other rail entities to resolve the
probl em
WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania Railroad for over a century was
considered to be the "Standard Railroad for the Wrld," and
Pennsylvania's rail industry historically has shown itself to be
an innovator in providing passenger rail service; and
WHEREAS, Existing rail infrastructure throughout this
Commonweal th is underutilized and, in sonme cases, neglected; and
WHEREAS, Interstate rail service should |ink passenger travel
with the adjacent states of Del aware, Maryland, New Jersey, New
York, Chio and West Virginia; and
WHEREAS, As Antrak deploys its 150 m|es per hour "Acela"
hi gh- speed servi ce between Washi ngton, D.C., Phil adel phia and

Boston in late 1999, the Commonweal th nust take neasures to
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bring this service to its "Keystone Corridor" where the existing
infrastructure has the potential to accommodate this high-speed
service; and

WHEREAS, It is necessary to expand daily intrastate passenger
rail service between Phil adel phia, Harrisburg and Pittsburgh in
order to signal a reenerging spirit of innovation within this
Conmonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Commuter rail linkage to regions within this
Commonweal th woul d inprove intercity travel and create an
at nosphere conduci ve to econom c¢ devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, Several existing rail corridors are experiencing a
renewed i ncrease in usage, and nmany corridors are recogni zed as
vi abl e internodal alternatives; and

WHEREAS, Antrak is schedul ed to begin sl eeping-car service on
its New York to Chicago "Three Rivers" train in the spring 1999,
bri ngi ng back prem um service akin to that offered by the fornmer
"Broadway Limted"; and

WHEREAS, Northeastern Pennsylvania is creating a rising
commuter rail service demand to and from New York City, Long
I sl and and New Engl and destinations; all of these routes
traverse sections of northern New Jersey and provide comuters
potential access to Amrak's high-speed services; and

WHEREAS, Commuter rail service establishing connections
bet ween Harrisburg and Baltinore should be instituted in order
to provide alternatives to ease rising congestion; and

WHEREAS, SEPTA's and BARTA' s col | aboration on the Schuyl kil |
Val l ey Metro shoul d be enhanced by extending service from
Reading to Pottsville in order to provide connections to the
portion of the Route 422 region that is experiencing notable

econoni ¢ expansi on; and
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WHEREAS, The National Governors' Association has resol ved
that as the states continue to assune a greater role in
devel opi ng and mai ntai ni ng passenger and comruter rai
corridors, they should be given the maxi num anount of
flexibility to invest Federal funds in rail corridors that
relieve congestion and contribute to air quality inprovenent;
support such as this enables the Comonweal th to address
passenger rail travel in an aggressive, independent manner; and
WHEREAS, Rail lines suitable to high-speed commuter service
shoul d be devel oped between Harrisburg and Pittsburgh in order

to enhance and enl arge the "Keystone Corridor," sections
cont ai ni ng expanses of scenic distinction and nascent econom c
opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Pittsburgh's pursuit of innovative technology inits
Magl ev project, which is becom ng a necessary passenger
transport conponent to consider in this mllennium and which has
the potential to reassert this Commonweal th's rail approach as a
worl d standard, wi Il gal vani ze opportunities for econom c growth
in the Al egheny region; and

WHEREAS, It is tinme to inplenent internodal alternatives by
i mproving regional rail comuter corridors in order to provide
for responsi ble stewardship of our scenic Comonweal t h by
providing citizens an option to the congestion of comuter
traffic;, therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate urge the Governor, in conjunction
with the Departnent of Transportation and Antrak, to take
nmeasures to increase the |levels of both interstate and
intrastate high-speed and conventional passenger rail service
and to foster the inplenentation of internodal opportunities

wi thin the various regions of this Conmonweal th; and be it
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further

RESCLVED, That steps be taken to devel op a conprehensive
passenger rail plan that considers high-speed and conventi onal
nodes, that uses the existing rail structure and that draws upon

the coll aborative efforts of national, State and regional rai
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entities as well as the private sector.
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