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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 23 %%

I NTRODUCED BY TI LGHVAN, ARMSTRONG BOSCOLA, BODACK, EARLL
HELFRI CK, LAVALLE, HOLL, WAGNER, JUBEL| RER, GERLACH,
TARTAGLI ONE, MJURPHY, STOQUT, M WH TE, DENT, TOWLI NSON, WAUGH
THOWPSON, WENGER, GREENLEAF, SCHWARTZ, ROBBI NS, MJSTO AND
O PAKE, FEBRUARY 12, 2001

REFERRED TO RULES AND EXECUTI VE NOM NATI ONS, FEBRUARY 12, 2001
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng March 2001 as "Col orectal Cancer Awareness Month" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Col orectal cancer is the second | eadi ng cause of
cancer-related deaths in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Estimates show that physicians nationwi de will
di agnose nore than 130,000 new cases of colorectal cancer this
year; and

WHEREAS, More than 56, 000 of those persons di agnosed will die
fromthe disease; and

WHEREAS, The Anmerican Cancer Society estinmated that 7,800 new
cases of colorectal cancer woul d be di agnosed anong nen and
wonen in Pennsylvania in 2001 and that 3,400 Pennsyl vani ans
woul d die fromthe disease this year; and

WHEREAS, Col orectal cancer takes such a deadly toll because
it usually has no identifiable synptons and often goes

undetected until it is too late to treat; and



WHEREAS, The nost effective weapon in defeating col orectal
cancer is early detection and treatnent; and

WHEREAS, Only 37% of col orectal cancers are detected while
still localized; and

WHEREAS, Over 90% of those persons di agnosed while the cancer
is still localized survive nore than five years; and

WHEREAS, Col orectal cancer screening should becone a routine

part of preventive health care for anyone over 50 years of age
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because the risk of devel oping the di sease increases with age;
10 therefore be it
11 RESCLVED, That the Senate designate March 2001 as " Col orectal

12 Cancer Awareness Month" in Pennsyl vani a.

B1L82DMS/ 20010S0023R0437 - 2 -



