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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 939 =55

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, CORMAN, FUMO, LEMMOND, BOSCOLA, COSTA,
HOLL, ERI CKSON, O PAKE, ROBBI NS, SCHWARTZ, TARTAGLI ONE
TOVLI NSON AND M WHI TE, JUNE 8, 2001

REFERRED TO FI NANCE, JUNE 8, 2001
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AN ACT
Granting an exenption for certain senior citizens fromtaxes on
real property inposed by school districts; and providing for

rei mbursenent of school districts by the Comonweal t h.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Senior
Citizens Real Property Tax Relief Act.

Section 2. Real property tax exenption option.

Pursuant to section 2(b) of Article VIIl of the Constitution
of Pennsylvania, the General Assenbly hereby requires school
districts to grant an exenption for |owinconme senior citizens,
as defined in section 4, fromthe tax upon real property inposed
by such school districts. This exenption shall apply only to
real property taxes on an eligible taxpayer's honestead, as
defined in section 5.

Section 3. Anmount of exenption.

An el igible taxpayer who:
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(1) |Is at least 65 years of age but not nore than 69
years of age shall be exenpt from paying 50% of the rea
property tax inposed by a school district on the eligible
t axpayer's honest ead.

(2) |Is at least 70 years of age but not nore than 74
years of age shall be exenpt from paying 75% of the rea
property tax inposed by a school district on the eligible
t axpayer's honest ead.

(3) Is at least 75 years of age shall be exenpt from
payi ng 100% of the real property tax inposed by a school
district on the eligible taxpayer's honest ead.

Section 4. Eligible taxpayer.

The exenption shall apply to each taxpayer in the school
district who is eligible under this section. In order to be
eligible, the taxpayer shall qualify as a clai mant under the act
of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the Senior Citizens
Rebat e and Assi stance Act, whether or not a claimis filed under
that act, and shall have a household incone equal to or |ess
t han 200% of the maxi num househol d i ncone necessary to qualify
for a property tax rebate or rent rebate under the Senior
Citizens Rebate and Assistance Act.

Section 5. Honestead real property.

The exenption fromthe tax upon real property authorized by
the General Assenbly under section 2 shall apply only to real
property taxes on an eligible taxpayer's honmestead. For purposes
of this act, an eligible taxpayer's honestead is real property
whi ch qualifies as a homestead under the act of March 11, 1971
(P.L.104, No.3), known as the Senior Citizens Rebate and
Assi stance Act, except real property which is rented or |eased

to the eligible taxpayer
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Section 6. Comonweal th rei mbursenent.

Pursuant to section 2(b) of Article VIIl of the Constitution
of Pennsyl vani a, the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a shal
rei nburse school districts for revenue | osses occasi oned by the
tax exenption provided by this act. The Departnment of Education
shal |, upon subm ssion by a school district of docunmentation as
the departnent may require, reinburse the school district for
t he amount of revenue |lost to the school district because of
this exenption. The reinbursenment shall occur within 60 days of
t he subm ssion of the docunentation.
Section 7. Applicability.

This act shall apply to tax years beginning July 1, 2002.
Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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