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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 857 %5

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, THOMPSON, LOGAN, CONTI AND EARLL,
MAY 7, 2001

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, JUNE 18, 2002
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, requiring an individual to pass a
certification exam nation before being nomnated to fill
vacancy or filing a nomnating petition to beconme a district
justice and—before—assumngoffiece—as—a, ALSO KNOMNN AS <—
JUSTI CE OF THE PEACE, OR A judge of the traffic court in the
City of Phil adel phi a.
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnent to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That section 12(b) of Article V be anmended andthe-seetionbe <—
arended—by—addi-ng—a—subseetion to read:
§ 12. Qualifications of justices, judges and justices of the

peace.

(b) Hudges of the traffic court in the Gty of Philadelphia <—

and justices}—3Justices of the peace shall be nenbers of the bar <—

of the Suprenme Court or shall conplete a course of training and
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instruction in the duties of their respective offices and pass

an exam nation prior to [assum ng office] being nom nated to

fill vacanci es pursuant to section 13(b) or to filing a

nom nati on petition for their respective offices. Such courses

and exam nations shall be as provided by | aw.

o | Y s ) I . ¢ Philadelohi
shall be rmenbers—of the barof the Supreme Court—or—shall
conpleteacourse of training andinstructioninthe duties——of
theirrespective officesand pass—anexamhationpriorto
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Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General

Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
required advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anmendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt the proposed constitutional amendnent
under section 1 to the qualified electors of this Comobnweal th

at the first primary, general or nmunicipal election occurring at
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1 least three nonths after the proposed constitutional anendnment

2 is passed by the General Assenbly.
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