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AN ACT

Amrending Title 18 (Crines and Ofenses) of the Pennsyl van

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for endanger

wel fare of children; and providing for certain civil

i mmunity.

The General Assenbly of the Conmmonweal th of Pennsyl van
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4304 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvan
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:

8§ 4304. Endangering welfare of children.

(a) Ofense defined.--[A] Except as provided in subse

i a
ng

i a

i a

ction

(c), a parent, guardian, or other person supervising the
of a child under 18 years of age commits an offense if he
knowi ngly endangers the welfare of the child by violating
of care, protection or support.

(b) Grading.--An offense under this section constitut
m sdeneanor of the first degree. However, where there is
course of conduct of endangering the welfare of a child,

of fense constitutes a felony of the third degree.
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(c) Safe haven delivery.--A parent who delivers a newborn to

a saf e haven shall not be prosecuted for violation of this

secti on.

(d) Duties of hospitals.--A hospital which offers energency

services shall adnmit and provide all necessary nedi cal care,

di agnostic tests and nedical treatnent to a newborn brought to

the hospital pursuant to subsection (c).
{e)—buties—of safehavens—— <
- (E) DUTIES OF SAFE HAVENS. - - <

(1) A SAFE HAVEN SHALL | MVEDI ATELY NOTI FY BY TELEPHONE

THE COUNTY CHI LDREN AND YOUTH AGENCY | N THE COUNTY VWHERE THE

NEWBORN WAS RECEI VED.

(2) Delivery of a newborn to a safe haven shall be

construed as i mmedi ate consent for the county agency of the

county in which the newborn is delivered under subsecti on (c)

to assune custody of the newborn for directing nedical care

and treatnent and the newborn shall be considered i medi ately

eliqgible for Medicaid for paynent of nedical services

2}y A -sate haven shall provide or transport—a newborn <—
(3) A SAFE HAVEN SHALL | MVEDI ATELY PROVI DE OR TRANSPORT <—

A NEVBORN del i vered under subsection (c) to a facility where

t he newborn can recei ve imediate APPROPRI ATE nedical care or <—

treat nent.

{3} (4) A safe haven shall post signs to identify itself <—

as a safe haven at or near entrances used by the public. Fhe <—
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| hall I Lati . I Lze.
contents—and placenrent—of such-signs—

(f) Inmmunity fromcivil liability.--

(1) A person who perforns nedical care, diagnostic

testing or nedical treatnent shall be i nmune from civil

liability for having perforned the care described in this

secti on.

(2) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to

limt liability for gross negligence or willful, wanton or

reckl ess ni sconduct.

(G PROCEDURE. - - CARE, CUSTODY AND CONTROL OF THE NEWBORN <—

SHALL BE GOVERNED BY 42 PA.C.S. CH. 63 (RELATING TO JUVEN LE

(h) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"County agency." A county children and youth social service

agency established pursuant to section 405 of the act of June

24, 1937 (P.L.2017, No.396), known as the County | nstitution

District Law, and supervi sed by the Departnent of Public Wl fare

under Article | X of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21),

known as the Public Wl fare Code.

"Hospital." As defined in section 802.1 of the act of July

19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known as the Health Care Facilities

Act .
"Newborn." A child |less than 30 days ol d.
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1 "Saf e haven." A hospital er—apolicedepartrent as defi ned <—
2 in 53 Pa.C.S. § 2162 (relating to definitions).

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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