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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 560 %5

I NTRODUCED BY MJURPHY, RHOADES, O PAKE, COSTA, THOWPSON, KUKOVI CH
AND KI TCHEN, MARCH 6, 2001

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MARCH 6, 2001
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AN ACT
Aut hori zing public school districts and individual public
schools to enter into nmentoring partnership agreenments to
i nprove student performance in certain courses of study;
directing the Departnment of Education to establish a grant
program and maki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Public School
Ment ori ng Partnership Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and intent.
(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds and decl ares as
fol | ows:
(1) Under the Constitution of Pennsylvania the General
Assenbly is responsible for the mai ntenance and support of a
t horough and efficient system of public education to serve
t he needs of this Commonwealth.

(2) The highest priority of that system of public

education is the acadeni c achi evenent of all students in this
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Conmonweal t h.

(3) In the exercise of its authority, the Ceneral
Assenbly has delegated to the State Board of Education
responsibility for establishing a State assessnent system and
to the Departnment of Education responsibility for
i npl enenting that assessnent system

(4) In an effort to encourage high academ c achi evenent
t hroughout this Commonweal th, the General Assenbly should
provi de opportunities and incentives for school districts to
enter into coll aborative partnershi ps which provide targeted
assi stance to schools in order to devel op and i npl enent
i mprovenents known to be effective in nore successful schools
t hroughout this Commonweal t h.

(b) Intent.--It is the intent of the General Assenbly and
t he purpose of this act to provi de enhanced educati onal
opportunities to this Cormmonweal th's school children by
encour agi ng and pronoti ng an at nosphere of cooperation and
col | aborati on anong school districts across this Commonweal t h.
It is further the intent of the General Assenbly to all ow
schools with denonstrated academ c areas of strength to partner
wi th school s exhibiting weaknesses in those academ c areas.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Course of study." Any of the follow ng subjects of
cl assroominstruction: reading, English, mathematics, natural
sci ences and soci al sciences.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the

Commpnweal t h.

20010S0560B0587 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

"Mentoring services." The provision of instructional
services, including, but not limted to, workshops, synposi uns,
Sat urday studies or other educational services directed at
identifying the causes of consistently deficient perfornmance by
students in a course of study and devising solutions and
strategies to inprove performnce.

"Program "™ The Mentoring Partnership G ant Program
est abli shed in section 5.

Section 4. School nentoring partnerships.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A public school district or individual
public school in this Cormonweal th that has identified
consi stently deficient performance by students in a course of
study may enter into a nentoring partnership agreenent with
anot her public school district or individual public school to
receive nentoring services fromthat school district or school.

(b) Qualifications.--The nmentoring school district or
i ndi vi dual school shall denonstrate strengths and skills in an
acadeni c area needed by the partnering school district or
i ndi vi dual school. The partnering school district or individual
school shall denonstrate academ ¢ weakness in an area of
denonstrated strength of the nmentoring school district or
i ndi vi dual school. The nmentoring school district or individual
school shall also be able to provide consultation and support
servi ces.

(c) Funding.--A school district or individual school that
enters into a nentoring partnership agreenment may apply to the
departnent for a nmentoring partnership grant under this act and
may use ot her funds available to the school district or
i ndi vi dual school for the provision of nmentoring services.

Section 5. Mentoring partnership grants.
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(a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall establish a
Mentoring Partnership Grant Programto award grants to public
school districts and individual public schools that have entered
into agreenents in accordance with section 4 for courses of
study at the elenmentary school |evel.

(b) Amount of grants.--A grant under this act may not exceed
$50, 000 to any two school districts or two individual schools in
partnership. No nore than 20% of the grant anopunt may be used
for materials and suppli es.

(c) Eligibility.--1n order to receive a grant under this
act, a school district and individual school nust file an
application with the departnent and execute a grant agreenent in
a formacceptable to the department. No school district or
i ndi vi dual school is eligible to receive nore than one grant
under this act.

(d) Gant application.--An application for a grant shal
contain the foll ow ng:

(1) The nanes of any school district or individual
school invol ved.

(2) A description of the schools' nentoring partnership
agr eenent .

(3) Docunentation of the strengths and skills of the
mentori ng school district or individual school under section
4(b).

(4) Docunentation of the areas of academ c weaknesses of
the partnering school district or individual school under
section 4(b).

(5) Measurabl e goals.

(6) The nethod by which the goals will be eval uated.

(7) Such other information as required by the
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depart nment.

(e) Gant agreenent.--The nentoring partnership grant
agreenent shall be signed by both the school districts and
i ndi vi dual schools that have entered into the agreenent and
shall contain the following ternms and conditions:

(1) The school districts and individual schools shal
report to the departnent the results of the eval uation
referred to in subsection (d)(6) within 30 days of the
conpl etion of the mentoring partnership.

(2) The school districts and individual schools shal
permt the departnment to audit the expenditures nmade fromthe
grant noneys.

(3) Such other ternms and conditions as required by the
depart nment.

(f) Expiration.--This section shall expire three years from
the effective date of this act.

Section 6. Reports.

The departnent shall nake interimand final reports to the
CGeneral Assenbly as to the nentoring partnerships as reported by
the school districts and schools and as to the programin
general .

Section 7. Regul ations.

The departnent shall pronulgate the rules and regul ati ons
necessary to admnister this act.
Section 8. Appropriation.

The sum of $5, 000, 000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Education
for the fiscal year July 1, 2001, to June 30, 2002, for the
pur pose of nmaking nentoring partnership grants in accordance

with this act. This appropriation shall be a continuing
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1 appropriation and shall |apse June 30, 2004.
2 Section 9. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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