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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 392 %0

I NTRODUCED BY PI CCOLA, FUMO AND LOGAN, FEBRUARY 8, 2001

REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
FEBRUARY 8, 2001
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 6, 1980 (P.L.197, No.57), entitled "An
act regulating the licensure and practice of optonetry,
maki ng repeal s and providing penalties,” further defining

"practice of optonetry."”

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "practice of optonetry” in
section 2 of the act of June 6, 1980 (P.L.197, No.57), known as
the Optonetric Practice and Licensure Act, anmended October 30,
1996 (P.L.721, No.130), is anended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

* x *

"Practice of optonetry."

(1) The use of any and all means or nethods for the

exam nation, diagnosis and treatnent of conditions of the



1 human vi sual system and shall include the exam nation for,

2 and adapting and fitting of, any and all kinds and types of

3 | enses including contact |enses.

4 (2) The adm nistration and prescription of |egend and

5 nonl egend drugs as approved by the Secretary of Health for

6 treatment of the anterior segnment of the eye, the eyelids,

7 the lacrimal system and the conjunctiva and the renoval of

8 superficial foreign bodies fromthe ocular surface and adnexa
9 so long as treatnment of diseases or conditions of the visual
10 system as aut hori zed under this paragraph shall not continue
11 beyond six weeks fromthe initiation of treatnment unless the
12 prescribing optonetrist docunments consultation with a

13 i censed physician. As used in this paragraph, the initiation
14 of treatnment may, but need not, include the prescription or
15 adm ni stration of pharmaceutical agents for therapeutic

16 pur poses.

17 (3) The termshall not include:

18 (1) surgery, including, but not imted to, |aser

19 surgery; the use of lasers for therapeutic purposes; and
20 the use of injections in the treatnent of ocul ar di sease;
21 (ii) the use of Schedule |I and Schedul e |
22 control |l ed substances;
23 (ti1) the use of beta bl ockers and the use of oral
24 st eroi ds;
25 (iv) treatnment of system c disease; and
26 (v) the treatnent of glaucona.
27 Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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