HOUSE AMENDED

PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 81, 283, 456 PRINTER S NO. 1190

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 237 %5

I NTRODUCED BY STOQUT, MADI GAN, PUNT, WVENGER, TARTAG.I ONE,
ROBBI NS, THOMPSON, M WH TE, BODACK, ARMSTRONG CORMAN,
KASUNI C, LEMMOND AND WAGNER, JANUARY 23, 2001
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further providing for registration of vehicles, for

regi stration violations and suspensi ons, for accidents

i nvol vi ng overturned vehicles, for permts; b4

S5 [ [ [ and for vehicle
size, weight and | oad; and further providing for liquid fuels
and fuels tax refunds.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1306 introductory paragraph and (10) of
Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a Consolidated Statutes are anended
to read:

8§ 1306. G ounds for refusing registration.

The departnent shall refuse registration [or], renewal or
transfer of registration when any of the follow ng circunstances
exi sts:

* * %

(10) [The registration would be issued for a vehicle
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t hat woul d be operated under a United States Departnent of
Transportation operating authority if an] An out-of-service
order has been issued for the vehicle, the owner or operator
by the department or the United States Departnent of
Transportation.

Section 2. Title 75 is anended by addi ng sections to read:

8 1310.1. Tenporary reqistration permts.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Areqgistration pernit shall be issued to

the regi strant concurrent with the i ssuance of a tenporary

regi strati on card and pl ate.

(b) Content of registration pernmt.--Every registration

pernmit shall contain the foll owing i nformati on

(1) The term "Pennsyl vani a" preprinted on the permt.

(2) The term"tenporary registration pernmt" preprinted

on the permt.

(3) The sticker issued by the departnment which wll

contain the nunber of the tenporary reqistration plate and

the deal er identification nunber (DI N).

(4) The expiration date (npnth/day/year) of the

tenporary reqi stration plate handprinted on the pernmt in

per manent bl ack marker.

(5) The control number preprinted on the pernit.

(c) Location of registration permt.--Except as ot herw se

provided, a registration permt shall be affixed to the extrene

| ower |l eft-hand (driver side) inside corner of the rear w ndow

of a vehicle with the printed information visible fromthe

outside. On trailers, notorcycles, nopeds, notor-driven cycles

and convertibles, the reqgistration pernit shall be carried with

the vehicle at all tines while the vehicle is being operated on

t he hi ghway.
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8 1334.1. Seizure of reqistration pl ate.

A police officer or an enpl oyee of the departnent authori zed

to enforce the provisions of Chapter 49 (relating to size,

wei ght and | oad) nmay seize a registration plate that appears in

i nactive or issued to a vehicle other than the vehicle on which

it is displayed. This provision shall not apply to a

regi stration plate that has been legally transferred as provi ded

1
2
3
4
5 departnental records as suspended, revoked, canceled, stolen,
6
7
8
9

for in section 1314 (relating to transfer of reqi stration).

10 Section 3. Section 1943(c) and (i) of Title 75 are anmended
11 and the section is anended by addi ng a subsection to read:

12 § 1943. Annual hauling permts.

13 * x *

14 (c) [Equi prent bei ng manufactured] Course of nmanufacture. --

15 The annual fee for operation or novenent of [equipnent being

16 nmanufactured] |oads or vehicles, as provided for in section 4968

17 (relating to permt for nmovenent during course of manufacture),

18 shall be as foll ows:

19 (1) Oversized novenents [- $100.]:

20 (i) Mvenents linmted to daylight hours only - $100.
21 (ii) Mvenents that can be conducted 24 hours per
22 day - $1, 000.

23 (2) Overweight novenents:

24 (i) Mvenents not exceeding 100, 000 pounds gross
25 wei ght :

26 (A) Not nore than one nile in distance - $50.
27 (B) More than one nmile in distance - $400.

28 (ii) Movenents in excess of 100,000 pounds gross
29 wei ght - $500, plus $100 for each mle of highway

30 aut hori zed under the permt.

20010S0237B1190 - 3 -
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* * %

(i) VLive donestic aninmals.--The annual permt fee for each
truck tractor authorized to transport |ive donestic animals, as
provided in section 4976.1 (relating to permt for novenent of
l'ive donestic aninals), shall be [$800] $400.

* * %

(q) Construction equi pnent.--The annual fee for the novenent

of constructi on equi pnent shall be $400.

Section 4. Sections 3716(a) and 4524(b) of Title 75 are
amended to read:

§ 3716. Accidents involving overturned vehicl es.

(a) Speeding, careless driving, etc.--1f a conmercial notor
vehi cle overturns in an accident resulting froma violation of
section 3361 (relating to driving vehicle at safe speed), 3362
(relating to maxi mum speed limts), 3714 (relating to carel ess
driving) or 3731 (relating to driving under influence of alcohol
or controlled substance), the operator of the vehicle shall,
upon conviction of any of the aforenentioned of fenses, be
sentenced to pay a fine of [not |ess than $500 nor nore than
$1,500] $2,000, in addition to any other penalty authorized by

| aw.

* * %

8§ 4524. Wndshield obstructions and w pers.

* %k

(b) Obstruction on side and rear w ndows.--No person shal
drive [any] a notor vehicle with any sign, poster or other
nontransparent material, including ice or snow, upon the side
Wi ngs or side or rear wi ndows of the vehicle which materially
obstructs, obscures or inpairs the driver's clear view of the

hi ghway or any intersecting highway. The placenent of a

20010S0237B1190 - 4 -



1 registration permt upon the side or rear wi ndow of a vehicle

2 shall not be considered a material obstruction.

3 * * %

4 : 4 : . Tied : lod_| i -
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suspended—
Section 42 4.1. Sections 4923, 4941(a) and (c), 4963 and

4968(a)(2) and (3) of Title 75 are anended to read:
§ 4923. Length of vehicles.

(a) [Ceneral rule] Mtor vehicles.--

(1) Except as provided in [subsection (b)] paragraph
(2), no notor vehicle, including any | oad and bunpers, shal
exceed an overall length of 40 feet.

[(b) Exceptions.--The limtations of (a) do not apply to the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Any notor vehicle equi pped with a boomor boomlike
device if the vehicle does not exceed 55 feet.

(2) Any conbination transporting articles which do not
exceed 70 feet in length and are nondivisible as to | ength.
(3) Any bus of an articul ated design which does not

exceed 60 feet.

(4) Any notor vehicle towi ng a disabled notor vehicle to
a location for repair or to sonme other place of safety.

(5) A conbination other than a stinger-steered
aut onobi |l e or boat transporter designed and used excl usively
for carrying notor vehicles if the overall |ength of the
conbi nati on and | oad does not exceed 65 feet. When driven as
described in section 4908 (relating to operation of certain
conmbi nations on interstate and certain other highways), the
| oad may extend beyond the 65-foot Iimt of such a
conbi nation by no nore than three feet in the front and no
nore than four feet to the rear. Saddl e-nount, including
t hose conbinations not in excess of 75 feet in length as

described in section 4904(d) (relating to limts on nunber of

20010S0237B1190 - 6 -
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towed vehicles), and full-nmount nechanisns shall qualify
under this exception.

(6) Any conbination consisting of a truck tractor and
one or two trailers. The length of a single trailer shall not
exceed 53 feet, provided the distance between the kingpin of
the trailer and the center line of the rear axle or rear axle
group does not exceed 41 feet or, in the case of a trailer
used exclusively or primarily to transport vehicles in
connection with notor sports conpetition events, does not
exceed 46 feet; and the length of each double trailer shal
not exceed 28 1/2 feet.

(7) Any nmaxi-cube vehicle when driven as described in
section 4908.

(8) Any stinger-steered autonobile or boat transporter.]

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to the foll ow ng:

(i) A npotor vehicle equi pped with a boom or boom

li ke device if the vehicle does not exceed 55 feet.

(ii) A bus which does not exceed 45 feet.

(iii) An articul ated bus whi ch does not exceed 60

(b.1) Conbi nati ons. - -

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the overal

|l ength of a conbination, including any | oad and bunpers,

consisting of a single trailer being towed by a notor vehicle

shall not exceed 68 65 feet. <—

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to the foll ow ng:

(i) Asingle trailer. The length of a single trailer

being towed by a truck tractor shall not exceed 53 feet

provi ded the di stance between the ki ngpin and the center

line of the rear axle or rear axle group does not exceed

20010S0237B1190 - 7 -



1 41 feet or, in the case of a trailer used exclusively or
2 primarily to transport vehicles in connection with notor
3 sports conpetition events, does not exceed 46 feet.

4 (ii) A double trailer. The Iength of each trailer

5 bei ng towed in conbination by a truck tractor shall not
6 exceed 28 1/2 feet.

7 (iii) An auto or boat transporter. The overal

8 | ength of the conbination of a truck tractor with a

9 conventional fifth wheel and an auto or boat transporter
10 shal |l not exceed 65 feet, exclusive of an overhang of not
11 nore than three feet on the front and four feet on the
12 rear of the conbination.

13 (iv) A stinger-steered auto or boat transporter. The
14 overall length of a stinger-steered auto or boat

15 transporter conbination shall not exceed 75 feet,

16 exclusive of an overhang of not nore than three feet on
17 the front and four feet on the rear of the conbination.
18 (v) A saddl e-nount conbi nation. The overall |ength
19 of a saddl e-nount conbi nati on shall not exceed 75 feet.
20 (vi) Maxi-cube conbination. The overall length of a
21 maxi - cube conbi nation shall not exceed 65 feet.
22 (vii) A disabled vehicle. A conbination consisting
23 of any tow truck tow ng a disabled notor vehicle to a
24 place of repairs or other place of safety.
25 (viii) A nondivisible |oad. A conbination
26 transporting articles that, thenselves, do not exceed 70
27 feet in length and are nondivisible as to | ength.

28 § 4941. WMaximum gross wei ght of vehicles.
29 (a) GCeneral rule.--No vehicle shall, when operated upon a
30 highway, have a gross wei ght exceeding [73,280] 80,000 pounds,

20010S0237B1190 - 8 -
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and no conbi nation driven upon a highway shall have a gross
wei ght exceedi ng 80, 000 pounds, or the applicable weight as set
forth in subsection (b) or (c), whichever is |ess.

(c) Mdtor vehicles.--No notor vehicle when operated upon a
hi ghway shall have a gross wei ght exceedi ng the follow ng

speci fi ed maxi nrum gross wei ght for the foll owi ng descri bed notor

vehi cl es:
Maxi mum
Gross Wi ght
I n Pounds
Two- axl e notor vehicle 38, 000
Three-axl e notor vehicle 58, 400
Four - axl e notor vehicle 73, 280
Fi ve-axl e notor vehicle 73, 280
Si x-axle notor vehicle 77,000
Seven-axle notor vehicle 80, 000

8§ 4963. Exenptions for vehicles used in State hi ghway
construction or maintenance.
When operating within the established construction or

mai nt enance project |limts as specified in the highway

construction plans or contract docunents, no permt shall be

required for nmovenent across, upon or along any hi ghway of
oversi ze or overwei ght vehicles of the departnent or a
contractor or other person currently involved in the authorized
construction or naintenance of the highway. Movenent under this
section is not authorized upon a bridge posted under section
4902 (relating to restrictions on use of hi ghways and bri dges)
unl ess the posted bridge is currently being reconstructed or

mai nt ai ned.

20010S0237B1190 - 9 -



8§ 4968. Permt for novenment during course of manufacture.

(a) Annual permt.--An annual permt may be issued
aut hori zi ng novenent on specified highways of boats, trailers,
nobi | e hones, nodul ar housi ng units and undercarri ages,
hel i copters, hot ingots, [raw coal,] basic oxygen furnace
| ances, railway equi pment and rails or other articles, vehicles
or conbi nati ons which exceed the maxi mum hei ght, width or |ength
specified in Subchapter B (relating to width, height and | ength)
or self-propelled cranes or conbinations carrying raw mlk [or],

raw coal, flat-rolled steel coils, steel slabs, hot ingots,

pul pwood and wood chi ps for paper manufacture or raw water which
exceed t he maxi mum wei ght specified in Subchapter C (relating to
maxi mum wei ghts of vehicles) while they are in the course of
manuf act ure and under contract with or under the direct control

of the manufacturer, subject to the follow ng provisions:

* * %

(2) Overwidth articles and vehicles:
(i) Articles and vehicles not wi der than 102 inches
may be noved any distance on a permt.

(ii) Articles and vehicles wider than 102 i nches but

not wider than 108 i nches nay be noved up to seven ml es

on a permt 24 hours per day, seven days a week.

(iii) Articles and vehicles wi der than 102 inches
but not in excess of [ten] 12 feet in width nmay be noved
up to 50 mles on a permt.

(iv) Wder articles and vehicles may be noved no
farther than ten mles on a permt.

(3) A conbination of vehicles which is hauling flat-

rolled steel coils or steel slabs may be pernmitted by the

departnment and | ocal authorities to nove upon highways within

20010S0237B1190 - 10 -
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their respective jurisdiction a distance not exceedi ng 50
mles if the gross weight does not exceed 100, 000 pounds and
t he wei ght of any nonsteering axle does not exceed 21, 000
pounds. No permt may be issued for this type of novenent
upon an interstate highway.
* x *
Section 5. Section 4970 of Title 75 is anmended by addi ng
subsections to read:
8§ 4970. Permt for nmovement of construction equi prment.

* * %

(c) Conbinations.--A conbination transporting constructi on

equi pnent under a single trip permt nmay be driven 24 hours per

day, seven days a week outside of the desi gnated urbani zed areas

subject to the foll owing conditions:

(1) The equi pnent being transported is used excl usively

f or hi ghway constructi on.

(2) The maxi numwi dth of the | oad and vehi cl e does not

exceed ten feet.

(3) The maxi num gross wei ght of the vehicle and | oad

does not exceed 135, 000 pounds.

(4) The vehicle with | oad nust be capabl e of operating

at prevailing speeds.

(5) The outernpbst linmts of the | oad nust be marked with

li ghts as specified by the departnent.

(6) The permtted vehicle nust be foll owed by a pil ot

car in accordance wi th departnment requl ati ons.

(7)) Movenent under this subsection is not authorized

during any of the foll ow ng:

(i) A holiday period specified in departnent

requl ations or in the pernit.

20010S0237B1190 - 11 -
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(ii) Inclenment weather as defined in departnent

requl ati ons.

(d) Construction equi pnent.--An annual pernt may be issued

for the novenent of certain types of constructi on equi pnent

whi ch exceed the maxi num wi dth specified in Subchapter B

(relating to width, height and | ength), subject to the foll ow ng

condi ti ons:

(1) The equi pnent being transported is used for

excavating, | and clearing, paving or roadbuil ding activities.

(2) The maxi numwi dth of the | oad and the vehi cl e does

not exceed 11 feet.

(3) The maxi numtravel di stance does not exceed 125

mles fromthe place of origin as shown on the permt.

Section 6. Sections 4978, 4979, 4979.3(b), 4979.4 and
4981(a) and (e) of Title 75 are anmended to read:
8§ 4978. Permt for nmovenment of building structural conmponents.
A permt may be issued for the duration of a single building
construction project, but not exceeding one year, authorizing
t he novenent upon specified hi ghways of nondivisible building
structural conponents, such as precast concrete, roof trusses or
wal | panel s, which exceed the maxi mum w dth, hei ght or |ength
specified in Subchapter B (relating to width, height and | ength)

or the maxi num gross wei ght specified in Subchapter C (rel ati ng

to maxi mum wei ghts of vehicles). Conbinations permtted under

this section may not exceed 90 feet in length, 13 feet in width

[or], 14 feet 6 inches in height _or 116,000 pounds gross vehicle

8§ 4979. Permt for novenment of particleboard or fiberboard used
in the manufacture of ready-to-assenble furniture.

An annual permt nay be issued authorizing the novenent on

20010S0237B1190 - 12 -
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speci fied hi ghways of particleboard or fiberboard for use in the
manuf act ure of ready-to-assenbl e household or office furniture
whi ch exceeds the maxi mum vehicle gross weight specified in
Subchapter C (relating to maxi mum wei ghts of vehicles). Permts
i ssued under this section shall not exceed a distance of [50] 70
mles. The weight of any vehicle permtted under this section
may not exceed 107,000 pounds overall gross weight and shal

have the foll owi ng maxi mum axle weight limts for al

nonst eeri ng axl es:

Single axle 21, 000 pounds
Tandem axl es 42, 000 pounds
Tridem axl es 53, 000 pounds
Quad axl es 63, 000 pounds

No permt may be issued for this type of nmovenment upon an
i nterstate hi ghway.
§ 4979.3. Permt for novenent of float glass or flat glass for
use in construction and other end uses.
* x *
(b) Specifications.--
(1) The weight of any vehicle permtted under this
section may not exceed [99,500] 100,000 pounds overall gross
wei ght, shall be a five axle conbination - three axle truck

tractor and shall have the foll ow ng maxi num axl e wei ght

limts for all axles:

St eering axles [9,000] 12,000
pounds
Truck tractor tandem axl es 44,000 pounds

wi th a maxi mum of
22,500 pounds on

either axle in the

20010S0237B1190 - 13 -
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group
Semtrailer tandem axl es [ 46, 500] 44, 000
pounds
w th a maxi num of
[23,750] 22,500
pounds on either
axle in the group
(2) The spacing between axle 1 and axle 2 nust be a

m ni mum of [14] 15 feet.

(3) The center-to-center distance between the last drive

axle of the truck tractor [(axle 3)] and the first axle of
the semtrailer [(axle 4)] must be a m ninumof 31 feet 6
i nches.

(4) The spacing between tandem axl es nust be a m ni mum

of 4 feet 4 inches for the truck tractor and 5 feet 2 i nches

for the semtrailer

* * %

8§ 4979.4. Permt for novement of self-propelled cranes.
An annual permt nay be issued authorizing the novenent on
speci fied hi ghways of self-propelled cranes which exceed the

maxi mum wi dt h, hei ght or | ength specified in Subchapter B

(relating to width, height and | ength) or the maxi mum vehicl e

gross or maxi mum axl e wei ghts specified in Subchapter C
(relating to maxi mum wei ghts of vehicles).
§ 4981. Wi ghing and neasurenent of vehicles.

(a) Authority of police officers and qualified departnment

enpl oyees. --[ Any] A police officer or qualified departnent

enpl oyee is authorized to require the driver of [any] a vehicle

or conbination to stop and submt the vehicle or conbination to

be neasured and wei ghed. Wi ghing may be done by using either

20010S0237B1190 - 14 -
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portabl e or stationary scal es, provided that when portable

scal es nore than one inch in height are used, sufficient ranp

bl ocks shall be nade available to allow the vehicle or

conmbi nation to nmount the scales safely. The wei ghing shall be
conducted by qualified personnel who have been trained in the
use of weighing equipnment in a training program approved by an
agency of the Conmonweal th. The personnel performng the

wei ghing on all highways and interstates in this Comobnweal th
shall informthe drivers of the vehicle of the right to readjust
or rearrange the | oad under section 4982(c) (relating to
reduci ng or readjusting | oads of vehicles). The driver or owner,
if present, of [any] a vehicle or conbination nay, at the tine
of weighing, witness in an orderly fashion the wei ghing
procedure. If the driver wishes to witness the procedure from
outside the cab of the vehicle, he shall be required to turn off
the engine, put the transm ssion in gear and set the energency
brake before | eaving the cab. A police officer or qualified
department enpl oyee may require that a vehicle or conbination be
driven to the nearest stationary scales if the scales are within
two mles.

* x *

(e) Certification of accuracy of portable scales.--Portable
scal es shall be calibrated every [30] 90 days for the purpose of
certification of accuracy by the Departnment of General Services.
A certificate fromthe Departnment of General Services show ng
that portable scales were calibrated and found to be accurate
shall be conpetent and prima facie evidence of those facts in
every proceeding in which a violation of this chapter is

char ged.

* * %

20010S0237B1190 - 15 -



Section 7. Title 75 is anended by adding a section to read:

8 6154. Nonr eci procity of operational |linmtations.

If any other state with which the departnent has entered i nto

a reciprocity agreenent, including the |nternati onal

Regi strati on Pl an, i nposes an operational limtation, burden or

pr ohi biti on upon vehicles with a base jurisdiction of

Pennsyl vani a but not upon vehicles with a base jurisdiction of

the other state, the Commonweal th shall inpose a |ike

operational limtation, burden or prohibition upon the sane

class of vehicles that are operating in this Commonweal th but

based in the other state. Operational linmtations shall include

the maxi num wei ght, width, I ength or height of a vehicle.

Section 8. Section 9017(e. 1) of Title 75 is anmended to read:
§ 9017. Refunds.

* x *
(e.1) Truck refrigeration units.--

(1) [During the transition to the use of dyed diesel
fuel in truck refrigeration units, a] A programshall be
i npl enented to provide rei nbursenent for tax paid on undyed
di esel fuel used in truck refrigeration units.

(2) [During the transition, a] A person shall be
rei nbursed the anount of tax paid pursuant to section 9004 on
any purchase of undyed diesel fuel which is not nore than
[100] 75 gallons per purchase and is delivered into a fuel
tank which is designed to supply only an internal conbustion
engi ne nounted on a regi stered vehicle used exclusively for
truck refrigeration

(3) For the period of Cctober 1, 1997, through Septenber
30, 1998, clains for rei nbursenent of taxes paid shall be

filed by March 1, 1999, with the Departnent of Revenue. For

20010S0237B1190 - 16 -
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the period of October 1, 1998, through Septenber 30, 1999,
clainms for reinbursenment under this subsection shall be filed
by Cctober 31, 1999, with the departnent. For the period from
Cctober 1, 1999, through Septenber 30, 2000, inclusive,

clains for reinmbursenent under this subsection shall be fil ed

with the departnent by October 31, 2000. For the quarter

begi nni ng Cctober 1, 2000, and each quarter thereafter,

clains for reinbursenent shall be filed with the departnent

on a quarterly basis and nust be filed within 60 days

following the end of the quarter for which rei nbursenent is

bei ng cl ai ned.

(4) The department nmay require a claimnt to satisfy any
sales or use tax liability on the undyed di esel fuel for
whi ch the rei nbursenent is clained.

(5) A claimfor reinbursenment nust be supported by sales
receipts with the word "reefer” noted on the claimand the
date of purchase, seller's nanme and address, nunber of
gal | ons purchased, fuel type, price per gallon or total
anount of sale, unit nunbers and the purchaser's name. The
department may specify other documentation which it wll
accept in lieu of sales receipts. In the case of w thdrawals
from cl ai mant - owned tax-paid bul k storage, the claimnmnust be
supported by detail ed records of the date of w thdrawal,
nunber of gallons, fuel type, unit nunber and purchase and
inventory records to substantiate that the tax was paid on
all bul k purchases. Notw t hstandi ng the provisions of section
9009 (relating to retention of records by distributors and
deal ers), all required docunentation shall be retained for a
period of three years following the filing date of the claim

for reinmbursenent under this subsection. |If the clai mant
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1 fails to retain docunentation as required by this paragraph,
2 t he departnent may deny the rei mbursenment or issue an
3 assessment for any refund granted plus interest under section
4 9007 (relating to determi nation and redeterm nation of tax,
5 penal ties and interest due).
6 [(6) For purposes of this subsection, the term
7 "transition” means the period of tinme between Cctober 1
8 1997, through Septenber 30, 2000.]
9 * x *
10 Section 9. The anmendnent of 75 Pa.C.S. 8§ 9017(e. 1) shal
11 apply to reinbursenents of fuel taxes paid on fuel delivered
12 into the fuel tanks of truck refrigeration units on or after
13 COctober 1, 2000. The 60-day period for the filing of clains for
14 reinbursenent for the quarter beginning Cctober 1, 2000, and for
15 any quarter thereafter shall be extended to 60 days foll ow ng
16 the effective date of this act in the event the effective date
17 is after the last day of the quarter.
18 Section 10. This act shall take effect as follows:
19 (1) The addition or anmendnent of 75 Pa.C. S. 88 4706{k)+
20 4923, 4979, 6154 and 9017 shall take effect inmediately.
21 (2) This section shall take effect imediately.
22 (3) The remainder of this act shall take effect in 60
23 days.
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