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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 211 %5

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, JUBELI RER, MELLOW PI CCOLA, COSTA,
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VWH TE, ARMSTRONG, BELL, DENT,
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Proposi ng separate anendnents to
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a,
accused in crimnal prosecutio
adm ni stration.

The General Assenbly of the Co

her eby resol ves as foll ows:

the Constitution of the
further providing for rights of
ns and for judicial

nmmonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a

Section 1. The follow ng separate anendnments to the

Constitution of Pennsylvania are
Article Xl :
(1) That section 9 of Article
8§ 9. Rights of accused in crimn
In all crimnal prosecutions t
heard by hinself and his counsel,
of the accusation against him to

face] be confronted with the witn

proposed in accordance wth

| be amended to read:
al prosecutions.
he accused hath a right to be
to demand the nature and cause
[meet the witnesses face to

esses against him to have

conmpul sory process for obtaining

prosecutions by indictnment or inf

witnesses in his favor, and, in

ormation, a speedy public trial
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by an inpartial jury of the vicinage; he cannot be conpelled to
gi ve evidence agai nst hinself, nor can he be deprived of his
life, liberty or property, unless by the judgnment of his peers
or the law of the land. The use of a suppressed voluntary
adm ssion or voluntary confession to inpeach the credibility of
a person may be permtted and shall not be construed as
conpel ling a person to give evidence agai nst hinself.

(2) That section 10(c) of Article V be anended to read:
§ 10. Judicial admnistration,.

* %k

(c) The Suprene Court shall have the power to prescribe
general rules governing practice, procedure and the conduct of
all courts, justices of the peace and all officers serving
process or enforcing orders, judgnments or decrees of any court
or justice of the peace, including the power to provide for
assi gnment and reassi gnnent of classes of actions or classes of
appeal s anong the several courts as the needs of justice shal
require, and for admi ssion to the bar and to practice |aw, and
the adm nistration of all courts and supervision of all officers
of the Judicial Branch, if such rules are consistent with this
Constitution and neither abridge, enlarge nor nodify the
substantive rights of any litigant, nor affect the right of the
CGeneral Assenbly to determine the jurisdiction of any court or
justice of the peace, nor suspend nor alter any statute of
[imtation or repose. Al laws shall be suspended to the extent
that they are inconsistent with rules prescribed under these

provi sions. Notw thstanding the provisions of this section, the

CGCeneral Assenbly may by statute provide for the manner of

testinony of child victins or child material witnesses in

crimnal proceedi ngs, including the use of videotaped
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depositions or testinobny by closed-circuit tel evision.

* * %

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of these proposed constitutional anmendnents, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
requi red advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of these proposed constitutional anmendnents.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of these
proposed constitutional anendnents, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
t hese proposed constitutional anmendnents. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt the proposed constitutional amendnents
under section 1 to the qualified electors of this Comobnweal th
as separate ballot questions at the first primary, general or
muni ci pal el ection occurring at |least three nonths after the
proposed constitutional anendnents are passed by the General

Assenbl y.
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