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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 55 %5

I NTRODUCED BY BELL, JANUARY 22, 2001

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNMENT, JANUARY 22, 2001

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

AN ACT
Requiring certain tourismagencies to nmake their records open
for public inspection and copying; and providing for a right
of action.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Tourism
Agency Open Records Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Record."” Any account, voucher or contract dealing with the
recei pt or disbursenent of funds by a tourismagency or its
acqui sition, use or disposal of services or of supplies,
mat eri al s, equi pnent or other property and any m nute, order or

deci sion by a tourismagency fixing the personal or property

rights, privileges, imunities, duties or obligations of any
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person or group of persons. The term does not include any
record, docunent, material, exhibit, pleading, report,

menor andum or ot her paper, access to or the publication of which
is prohibited, restricted or forbidden by statute or order or
decree of court, or which would operate to the prejudice or

i mpai rment of a person's reputation or personal security,
excepting therefrom however the record of any conviction for any
crimnal act. The termincludes expense reports of the officers,
enpl oyees or del egated representatives of the tourism agency.

"Tourism agency."” A State, county, city or municipal tourism
pronotion or information agency which receives any form of
publi ¢ noneys, whether in the formof a grant, |oan or
appropriation fromany public source.

Section 3. Accessibility of records.

Every record of a tourismagency shall, at reasonable tines,
be open for exam nation and i nspection by any resident of this
Conmonweal t h.

Section 4. Copying authori zed.

A resident of this Commonweal th may take extracts or make
copi es of records and may make phot ographs or photostats of the
same while these records are in the possession, custody and
control of the lawful custodian thereof or his authorized
deputy. The | awful custodian of these records may adopt and
enforce reasonabl e rul es governing the maki ng of extracts,
copi es, phot ographs or photostats.

Section 5. Right of action.

A resident of this Commonweal th who is denied any right
granted to that resident under this act may bring a cause of
action to enforce conpliance with this act. If the court

determ nes that the denial was not for just and proper cause
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1 wunder this act, it may enter an order for disclosure as it may
2 deem proper.

3 Section 6. Effective date.

4

This act shall take effect in 60 days.

L13L12BI L/ 20010S0055B0051 - 3 -



