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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 586 %%

| NTRODUCED BY MAI TLAND, ADOLPH, ALLEN, M BAKER, BASTI AN, BEBKOG
JONES, CALTAG RONE, COLEMAN, CORRI GAN, CREI GHTON, CRUZ
DALEY, DeWEESE, DONATUCCI, FEESE, FICHTER, FORCI ER, GABI G
GEl ST, GEORGE, CRUCELA, HARHART, HENNESSEY, HERVAN, HERSHEY,
HESS, HORSEY, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KELLER, LAUGHLI N, LEDERER
LESCOVI TZ, MANDERI NO, MARKGOSEK, MARSI CO, McdE LL, M:NAUGHTON,
MELIO M CQOZZIE, S. MLLER, PICKETT, PIPPY, PISTELLA,
READSHAW ROSS, RUBLEY, SATHER, SCHRODER, SHANER, B. SM TH
SOLOBAY, STABACK, E. Z. TAYLOR, TIGUE, TURZAI, WALKO,
WOINARCSKI, G WRI GHT AND YOUNGBLOCOD, MNAY 22, 2002

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MAY 22, 2002
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating June 3, 2002, as "Transverse Myelitis Awareness Day
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Transverse nyelitis, a disease affecting
approximately 1,250 Anericans, is not widely recognized by the
nmedi cal profession or the general public as being a significant,
serious spinal cord condition; and

WHEREAS, Transverse nyelitis is a devastating condition which
af fects the neurol ogi cal system causing the spinal cord to
becone i nflamed, and which can occur as a single condition or in
the presence of an existing illness; and

WHEREAS, Synptons include back pain, nunbness of the |ower
extrem ties and headache; and

WHEREAS, As the condition progresses, paralysis, sensory |oss
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and bowel and bl adder dysfunction occur; and

WHEREAS, Scientific research has indicated that transverse
myelitis is an extrenely rare condition affecting one of every 1
mllion people, but recent findings indicate that the incidence
has risen nearly 400% and

WHEREAS, The Transverse Melitis Association, a not-for-
profit organization, has seen an increase from 180 nenbers in
1997 to nore than 1,250 in 1998, and the nunbers are rapidly
i ncreasi ng; and

WHEREAS, Wil e spinal cord injuries have been well publicized
in the nedia, transverse nyelitis is often overl ooked; and

WHEREAS, Recovery fromtransverse nyelitis can be difficult
after nonths of treatnent, with no sure guarantee that
i mprovenent will occur; and

WHEREAS, Only one-third of persons with transverse nyelitis
make a full recovery; and

WHEREAS, The increased awareness of transverse nyelitis woul d
result in inprovenments in diagnosis and further scientific
research; and

WHEREAS, It is in the interest of the people of this
Commonweal th to increase awareness of transverse nyelitis;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate June 3,
2002, as "Transverse Myelitis Awareness Day" in Pennsylvania in
order to educate the public, physicians and other nenbers of the
nmedi cal comunity regarding the needs and i ssues of transverse

myelitis patients.
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