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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 585 %%

| NTRODUCED BY COY, BUXTON, LEDERER, G WRI GHT, STABACK, ALLEN
ARMSTRONG, M BAKER, BEBKO-JONES, BI RVELI N, BUNT, CLARK,
CORRI GAN, CREI GHTON, DeLUCA, DERMODY, FICHTER, GRUCELA,
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, HORSEY, KELLER, LESCOVI TZ, MELIQ
METCALFE, M COZZIE, S. M LLER, PETRARCA, PISTELLA, READSHAW
ROONEY, SANTONI, SATHER, SCHRODER, SCHULER, B. SM TH,
SOLOBAY, R STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR, J. TAYLOR TIGUE
TURZAI, WANSACZ, WATSQON, YOUNGBLOOD, CALTAG RONE, DONATUCC,
BELARDI, CAPPELLI, CAWEY, CRUZ, GABI G CElI ST, CGEORGE
HERVAN, HUTCHI NSON, JAMES, LAUGHLI N, MANN, MARKGOSEK, MARSI CO
McCALL, MG LL, McNAUGHTON, ROBI NSON, SHANER, THOVAS, WALKO,
WOINARCSKI  AND MeGEEHAN, MAY 13, 2002

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS, MAY 13, 2002
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A RESOLUTI ON
Calling on the Congress of the United States to redraft and
enact legislation simlar to the Child Pornography Prevention
Act of 1996 in a formwhich will pass constitutional nuster.
WHEREAS, The Child Pornography Prevention Act of 1996 (Public
Law 104-208, 110 Stat. 3009-26) nmade it illegal to own or
di stribute anything that appears to be a pornographic inmage of a
child under 18 years of age; and
WHEREAS, The Child Pornography Prevention Act of 1996
expanded the existing Federal prohibition on child pornography
mat eri al s by including any visual depiction, including any
phot ograph, film video, picture or conputer or conputer-

generated image that is, or appears to be, of a mnor engagi ng

in sexually explicit conduct; and
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WHEREAS, A recent United States Suprene Court ruling upheld a
| ower court ruling striking dowm the Child Pornography
Prevention Act of 1996 on the grounds that it was vague and too
far reachi ng; and

WHEREAS, A United States Departnment of Health and Human
Services study estimtes that victim zers sexually abused 93, 000
children in the United States in 1999; and

WHEREAS, According to the National Incident-Based Reporting
System of all sexual assaults reported to | aw enforcenent
agencies from 1991 through 1996, nore than two-thirds of al
victinms were under 18 years of age at the tinme of the crinme, 33%
of victinms were between 12 and 17 years of age and 34% were
under 12 years of age; and

WHEREAS, What is even nore disturbing is that one of every
seven victinms of sexual assault reported to | aw enforcenent
agencies in this sanme period was under six years of age; and

WHEREAS, Qur children need protection fromthe irreparable
harm conm tted by sexual abusers; and

WHEREAS, The Child Pornography Prevention Act of 1996 nade a
bold attenpt to give |law enforcenent an invaluable tool in
stoppi ng child pornography in cases where it was difficult to
di scern between real child pornography and virtual child
por nogr aphy; and

WHEREAS, The Child Pornography Prevention Act of 1996 was
instrumental in preventing pedophiles fromusing virtual or
conput er - gener at ed pornography to seduce real children; and

WHEREAS, The Child Pornography Prevention Act of 1996
prevent ed pedophiles fromowning or distributing virtual child
por nography that fueled their pursuit and interest in these

illicit materials and subject matter; and
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WHEREAS, New | egi slation on the matter of virtual child
por nography is needed to keep pace with ever-advanci ng conputer
t echnol ogy; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania call on Congress to redraft and
enact legislation simlar to the Child Pornography Prevention
Act of 1996 in a formwhich will pass constitutional nuster; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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