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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 461 %%

I NTRODUCED BY T. STEVENSQN, CALTAG RONE, GEI ST, GEORGE, GRUCELA,
Pl PPY, SCHULER, SHANER, STAIRS, STERN, THOVAS, YOUNGBLOOD AND
STEELMAN, MARCH 14, 2002

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MARCH 14, 2002
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Comm ssion to establish a
task force to conduct a study on the shortage of applicants

for adm nistrative positions serving the Conmonweal th's 501

school districts.

VHEREAS, More than 20 statistical studies conducted in the
United States have concluded that the effects of a principal's
behavi or in various aspects of education make a significant
i npact on student | earning; and

WHEREAS, The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects that the
need for educational adm nistrators will grow between 10% and
20% t hrough the year 2005; and

WHEREAS, The average age of principals has risen from 46.8
years of age in 1987-1988 to 49 years of age in 2000-2001, with
nore than 45% of principals over 50 years of age; and

WHEREAS, A national exploratory study conducted by the
Educati onal Research Service has concluded that there is

currently a shortage of candidates for principal positions in

urban, rural and suburban school districts at the el enentary,
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m ddl e and hi gh school |evels; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a school districts have anecdotally
reported simlar current shortages in admnistrative
appl i cations; and

WHEREAS, On Decenber 12, 2001, the House of Representatives
adopt ed House Resolution No. 377, which directed the Joint State
Gover nment Conmmi ssion to conduct a study on the shortage of
applicants for adm nistrative positions serving the
Commonweal th's 501 school districts and to hold at |east one
hearing to gather information fromthe school districts and
ot her organi zati ons which represent adm nistrators; and

VHEREAS, House Resolution No. 377 did not authorize the
conmi ssion to establish a task force; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Joint State CGovernnment Conm ssion conduct
a study of the Commonweal th's 501 school districts to determ ne
if there is a shortage of candidates for principal and other
adm ni strative positions in urban, suburban and rural districts
at elenmentary, mddle and high school |evels; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the Joint
State Governnent Conmi ssion to establish a task force to
facilitate this study; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force consist of six nenbers of the
House of Representatives, which shall include the chairmn and
mnority chairman of the Education Comm ttee, two nenbers
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and two
menbers to be appointed by the Mnority Leader of the House of
Representatives; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force hold at |east one hearing to
gather information fromthe school districts and other

organi zati ons which represent adm nistrators; and be it further
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1 RESCLVED, That the task force file a report with the
2 Education Committee no |later than Novenber 1, 2002, contai ning

3 recommended solutions to correct problens, if any exist.
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