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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the American Red Cross to continue its strong support of

Israel's full menbership in the International Federation of

Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and to continue to

pressure the International Red Cross until justice prevails.

VWHEREAS, Last year, Anmericans donated nore than $630 mllion
to the Anerican Red Cross; and

WHEREAS, This massive support reflects the reputation of the
American Red Cross in upholding a key Anerican ideal, providing
humani tari an di saster relief to anyone in need regardl ess of
religion, race or national origin; and

WHEREAS, For the past 52 years, Israel's Red Cross
counterpart, Magen David Adom has been relegated to nonvoti ng
observer status in the international federation; and

WHEREAS, Magen David Adomis the only disaster relief
organi zati on of a sovereign nation to be discrim nated agai nst
in this way; and

WHEREAS, The international federation says it excludes |srael

because Magen David Adom s synbol is a red six-pointed Star of
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David instead of the red cross used by Western nations or the
red crescent used in Muslimcountries and that officially
recogni zing a third synbol, according to international
federation bureaucrats in Geneva, would reduce recognition of
the red cross and the red crescent as neutral, noncomnbatant
i nsignia; and

WHEREAS, The international federation adopted its cross-or-
crescent-only rule in 1949, and that rule has existed for a half
century for one reason: pressure fromthe internationa
federation's Arab nenbers to exclude Israel as part of their
ongoing political warfare against a Jewish state in their mdst;
and

WHEREAS, Wth Anerican val ues of openness, tol erance and
mul ticul tural inclusion under attack by extrem sts around the
world, this is no tinme to acquiesce to Israel's continued
exclusion fromthe international famly of disaster relief
or gani zati ons; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Bernadi ne Healy, when she resigned as president
of the Anerican Red Cross, said: "W are a country that doesn't
excl ude. You don't belong to a country club that excludes bl acks
or Jews"; and

WHEREAS, |srael's Magen David Adom nust not be forced to wait
anot her 52 years before justice is done and it is fully accepted
by the international federation; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania urge the American Red Cross to
continue to support the inclusion of Magen David Adom as a ful
menber in the councils of the International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies and to continue to pressure the

International Red Cross until justice prevails.
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