
PRINTER'S NO. 1265

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 117 Session of

2001

INTRODUCED BY RAYMOND, TIGUE, KELLER, ADOLPH, BARRAR, ARGALL,
J. BAKER, BELARDI, BUNT, BUTKOVITZ, CAWLEY, L. I. COHEN,
CORRIGAN, FEESE, FLICK, ALLEN, GEIST, HABAY, LEDERER, LEH,
MANN, McGILL, McILHATTAN, MELIO, METCALFE, PHILLIPS,
READSHAW, ROEBUCK, SATHER, SCHRODER, SEMMEL, STABACK,
J. TAYLOR, TRELLO, WASHINGTON, WILT, WOGAN, YOUNGBLOOD,
YUDICHAK, ZUG, WOJNAROSKI, E. Z. TAYLOR, CURRY, HERMAN,
O'BRIEN, SURRA, M. BAKER, FRANKEL, LaGROTTA, CLYMER,
DiGIROLAMO, ARMSTRONG, BENNINGHOFF, DALLY, CIVERA, HENNESSEY,
HERSHEY, LEWIS, MAJOR, McILHINNEY, RUBLEY, STRITTMATTER,
WATSON, LAUGHLIN, STEIL, FREEMAN, HARPER, HARHART, BARD,
SAINATO, WALKO, HARHAI AND BELFANTI, MARCH 21, 2001

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON RULES, MARCH 21, 2001

A RESOLUTION

1  Requesting the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission to reject
2     the proposed structural separation of Verizon's wholesale and
3     retail operations.

4     WHEREAS, The proposed structural separation will require

5  Verizon to develop separate and duplicative telecommunication

6  operations at an estimated cost of over $1 billion; and

7     WHEREAS, Verizon has invested approximately $3 billion to

8  upgrade its telecommunication network infrastructure over the

9  last three years; and

10     WHEREAS, Continued network investments will be diverted to

11  support structural separation, which will stifle further

12  modernization and deployment of new telecommunication technology

13  and services in Pennsylvania; and



1     WHEREAS, The costs incurred by Verizon to structurally

2  separate its retail and wholesale operations will result in

3  increased rates and fees, ranging from $5 to $7 for Verizon's

4  6.4 million residential and business lines; and

5     WHEREAS, Many of Verizon's high-paying and family-sustaining

6  jobs will be needlessly threatened; and

7     WHEREAS, Local telephone competition is already flourishing

8  in Pennsylvania as evidenced by the assignment of nearly

9  20,000,000 telephone numbers to over 215 competitors; and

10     WHEREAS, No other state has successfully implemented

11  structural separation; and

12     WHEREAS, The Federal Government gave full consideration but

13  aborted the inclusion of a mandatory structural separation

14  provision in the 1996 Telecommunications Act; and

15     WHEREAS, This matter is currently pending before the

16  Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission; therefore be it

17     RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives request the

18  Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission to reject the proposal to

19  implement structural separation of Verizon's retail and

20  wholesale operations to ensure affordable and reliable

21  telecommunications services to the deserving citizens of this

22  Commonwealth.
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